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 Please  turn to FILPPELLI  page  10

Dr. Filippelli Ready To  
Become Superintendent 

Please turn to ALICE page 11

The Key Elements of Safety:
 ALICE, Faculty and Students

One Last Look At the Class of 2018’s

Senior States of America

Inspired by some of the world’s best portrait photographers, our staff set out 
to capture the unique spirit and flair of the Class of 2018. With humor and 
affection, they exposed the unique and mundane as we see it daily in the halls 
of Lincoln High School.  Join The Lion’s Roar in saluting every member of 
one of the school’s smallest but most formidable group of graduates. This 
photo by Riley Riendeau depicts the austere and thoughtful Cas Cosme. Find 
more on pages 6 and 7.   
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     We’ve 
had Ama-
zon deliver 

packages to our porches, workplac-
es, and even inside our homes, but 
now there is a new method of deliv-
ery: the trunk of our cars.  People in 
dozens 
of 
cities 
across 
the 
United 
States 
are 
start-
ing to 
receive 
their 
orders 
with a 
cou-
rier un-
locking 
their car with a few taps on a 
smartphone screen and dropping 
the package inside the trunk or on 
the back seat.  This new “in-car de-
livery” is a game changer for many 
who would be unable to receive 
their packages in a certain location 
or be worried about the safety of 
their package.
      The new method of delivery, 
Amazon Key In-Car, is a variation 
of Amazon Key, which enables in-
home delivery.  
     Amazon Key In-Car relies on 

My new Amazon Shipping Address: 

Amazon to Deliver to Autos
By Jessica Iasimone 
Lion’s Roar Staff

the vehicle’s internet connection to 
open the truck to deliver packages. 
The system allows couriers to unlock 
vehicles only once for each sched-
uled delivery to prevent unauthor-
ized access, and once the process is 
completed, an alert will be sent to 

custom-
ers.  
     Al-
though 
the 
process 
seems 
secure, 
custom-
ers must 
place 
a great 
amount 
of trust 
on the 
couri-
ers.  The 

in-car service has fewer protections 
than the in-home delivery service, 
which requires customers to have an 
internet-connected front door lock 
and security camera for the purpose 
of monitoring couriers.  
     General manager of Amazon Key 
Rohit Shrivastava says to concerned 
customers that “if the damage is 
caused by a delivery and a customer 
calls, we will make sure it’s right.”
     Amazon has said that it will take 
care of any broken window or lock 

   “It matters 
not how long 
we live, but 

how.” That is a quote engraved on 
the plaque dedicated to Lawrence 
Wildgoose at the entrance to the 
210s hallway from the gym. While 
the words were actually said by the 
poet Philip James Bailey, they were 
selected to immortalize the man. 
     If hearing that there is plaque 
dedicated to someone outside of the 
main gym warrants the response, 
“Wait, really?” you aren’t alone.  
Many students and faculty alike 
seem to have no idea that the plaque 
even exists, let alone anything about 
the man who it’s dedicated to. 
     Over time the plaque has become 
dull and smudged, however, the 
contrast between the black slate and 
copper bordering and lettering really 

Wildgoose 
teaches us 
how to live

By Dan Crowley
Lion’s Roar Staff

Students take steps to barricade a classroom door as part of an ALICE drill. 

 Please  turn to AMAZON page  1

By Mary Lind
e Lion’s Roar Staff

    “It’s pretty dis-
turbing that we have 
to take the time out 

of our day to do this,” said Principal 
Kevin McNamara to a group of stu-
dents in the auditorium that were about 
to be trained in the ALICE protocol, 
which gives them the tools to protect 
themselves in the event of an intruder 
or active shooter situation.
     “You never know when you’re 
going to use the strategies taught today 
to survive,” he continued, adding that 
“today is a serious training. It’s meant 
to help save your life. I can’t put it any 
more bluntly than that.”
     Administering the training on April 
24th were Captain Philip Gould of 
the Lincoln Police Department, LHS 
Resource Officer Michael Cavanaugh, 

and LMS Resource Officer Christo-
pher Nightengale. Gould, who has 
worked as a police officer in Lincoln 
for 26 years, spent several of those as a 
resource officer, which he said was his 
favorite place to work. 
     “I liked being here because I knew 
I could keep people safe,” he told the 
crowd.
     Several years ago, Lincoln teachers 
began receiving training in the ALICE 
protocol (ALICE stands for alert, lock-
down, inform, counter, evacuate). This 
has included lectures and drills, and 
now, the students are being brought 
into the world of ALICE training, “to 
be part of the solution.”
     The ALICE protocol, unlike the 
“Dr. Bacon” drills where the entire 
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    The Lincoln 
School Commit-
tee has named 

Dr. Lawrence Filippelli as the new 
superintendent of schools, following 
current superintendent Mrs. Georgia 
Fortunato’s announcement of retire-
ment this January. 
     Filippelli has served as the super-
intendent of Scituate Public Schools 
since March 2016, and has worked 
in that district since 1999, when he 
taught history and social studies at 
the middle and high school levels. 
He has served in various administra-
tive positions in the district, includ-
ing assistant principal and principal 
at the middle school and assistant 
superintendent. Before going to 
Scituate, he taught at Mount Pleasant 
in Providence for two years.
     Over the years, Filippelli has 
become familiar with the district, and 
is excited to come to a community 
that he considers to be “focused on 
education [and] focused on moving 
it forward,” citing the $60 million 
LHS addition/renovation project as 
an example.
     LHS Principal Kevin McNamara, 
is excited to welcome Filippelli after 
Fortunato’s retirement in June, and 
he “look[s] forward to working on 
his leadership team.”
     “I’ve known Dr. Filippelli profes-
sionally for many, many years,” he 
said, “[and] I think he’s going to 
be a great choice to lead our school 
department.”
      “He’s a leader that’s very inclu-
sive,” he continued, “and will want 

to gather lots of opinions before 
making decisions.”
     “I think his leadership style is a 
perfect match for the Lincoln Public 
Schools,” he said.
     Fortunato echoes these senti-
ments.
     “I have known Dr. Filippelli for a 
number of years, the last 2 as Super-
intendent of Scituate Public Schools. 
He is very active in our professional 
organization.”
     She also notes his “specialty in 
school safety.” 
     “Given the times that we are in 
now,” she said, “this is a skill that he 
can put to very good use in ensuring 
safety in our schools.”     

     In terms of school safety, Filip-
pelli noted that there are “a few 
different ways you look at that.” 
     “You want to make sure that your 
facilities are safe and secure,” he 
said, “but it goes beyond that. You 
have to look at what’s happening 
inside.” Currently, in Scituate, every 
week the middle and high schools 
have “Tuesday morning meetings,” 
which he says are “all hands on 
deck.” At these meetings, the admin-
istration and support staff (includ-
ing guidance counselors, resource 
officers, and student assistance 
counselors) all meet “and talk about 
any kids that might be in crisis,” so 

Filippelli sits for an interview with The Lion’s Roar following his appoint-
ment as superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools.
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The Wordsmith 
By Alexandra Theroux
Lion’s Roar Staff

Fact of the
Matter

By Rachelle Bousquet
Lion’s Roar Staff

A time for new beginnings

Alexandra Theroux

Ellen Reaches the 
Age of Maturity

By Mary Lind
Lion’s Roar Staff

Rachelle with her 8th Grade Social date, Brenden Gannon.

    Although it sometimes can feel 
like it lasts forever, the entirety of a 
student’s high school career typically 
boils down to a mere four years. 

Keeping in mind the time taken 
off for holidays, vacations, and the 
glorious pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow known as summer, these 
four years are even less lengthy than 
they appear. 
     High school is not solely exag-
gerated in length, either. Often times 
students tend to overestimate the 
importance of these four years as 
well. We tend to blow every lousy 
grade, social mishap, and romantic 
misfortune epically out of propor-
tion. We believe that these blunders 
and setbacks are the end of the 
world, surely having the potential to 

haunt us for the rest of our miser-
able lives. The fact of the matter is, 
however, that high school is simply 
not that significant.

     Before you go and 
throw all of your text-
books out of the window, 
pledging to spend the rest 
of high school goofing off 
and counting down the 
days until your freedom, 
let me clarify: high school 
is not just one prolonged 
waste of time. The way 
you perform academi-
cally, the connections you 
make, and the experiences 
you withstand all help 
prepare you for your fu-
ture. They can determine 
what opportunities you 
encounter, the person you 
become, and how you 
perceive the world. 
     With this being said, 
there are many aspects of 
high school that, despite 
seeming so critical at the 

time, are ultimately 
proven irrelevant. 

Social hierarchies, failed tests, 
breakups, blemishes - none of these 
things really matter in the end. 
     Five, ten, twenty years down the 
line, it will not matter whether you 
were at the top of the social pyramid 
or slumming it as a social outcast. 
No one will remember the time 
freshmen year when you slipped and 
called your Spanish teacher ‘mom’ 
or when you shouted out an answer 
in biology that was very obviously 
incorrect. 
     You will not still be pining over 
your sophomore year sweetheart, 
picking petals off of flowers and 

    The Oxford English Diction-
ary defines the word “legacy” as 
“something left or handed down by 
a predecessor.” A family heirloom, 
a house, etc. And yet most people 
think of a legacy as something that 
is intangible. It’s an impact that’s 
not necessarily seen, but is certainly 
felt. I’ve recently been contemplat-
ing what the class of 2018’s legacy 
is going to be. And for some reason, 
the only thing that comes to mind is 
the fact that we were almost the only 
class to lose our senior spirit week in 
twenty-something years.
     All kidding aside, legacies are 
something people tend to really 
focus on, and at times even obsess 
over. Presidents spend the majority 
of their terms wondering what exact-
ly it is that they will be remembered 
for, so much so that a legacy can 
look more like a looming expecta-
tion rather than a feat to be proud of. 
It simply human nature. We all want 
to be remembered for something, 
something positive. Something that, 
when people talk about you, they’re 
talking of someone great. 
     Founder of psychology William 
James once said, “The great use of 

life is to spend it for something that 
will outlast it.” And that’s essential-
ly what a legacy is in a nutshell. We 
want to leave a mark so permanent 
that it is still being talked about 
long after we are gone. And the 
thing is, in just a few short weeks, 
we will be gone. And a few weeks 
after that, construction will begin on 
the Lincoln High School building, 
and the hallways of this school will 
never look the same. So the question 

remains, how are we as the class of 
2018 supposed to leave a mark on a 
building that is leaving with us?
     In a way, the answer lies within 
the question itself. Upon graduating, 
we will always be known as the very 
last class to have graduated from the 
Lincoln High School as we know it 
now. Because by next year, every-
thing will be different. None of this 
will be here. And while it is in order 
to make room for something new, 
there will always be fond memories 
within this building, no matter how 
many holes there are in the gymna-
sium floor.
     I hope we will be remembered as 
a kind class, too. There are a lot of 
wonderful people in the senior class, 
who are all about to go off and do 
great things, leaving legacies there 
as well. In a year that has given us 
plenty to talk about, I am glad to 
have left my own mark in the form 
of words. Benjamin Franklin said 
that if you want to leave a lasting 
impact, write something worth read-
ing or do something worth writing. 
I may not have done the latter quite 
yet, but I hope I’ve been worth the 
read. 

What does LEGACY mean to the Class of  ‘18?

    Today, 
Ellen 

DeGeneres is on top of the world. 
She is the host of an incredibly suc-
cessful daytime talk show, she has 
a home decor line, she hosts a game 
show, she’s a movie star. She is hap-
pily married and living her absolute 
best life. 
     Ellen 
is also a 
well-known 
activist and 
supporter 
of LGBT 
rights. 
When her 
character on 
the sitcom 
Ellen came 
out on 
national 
television 
in 1997, she 
came out with her, in real-life. First, 
there was a Time Magazine cover–
the words “Yep, I’m Gay” in big, 
bold letters alongside a picture. Then 
came the Oprah interview, and just 
a few hours after that, the ground-
breaking episode of the show, known 
as “The Puppy Episode,” where her 
character Ellen Morgan came out.
     Soon afterwards, however, her 
sitcom was cancelled. The final sea-
son aired with warnings for “adult 
content.” Following the cancellation 
she found it very difficult to find 
work. Her career was suffering, and 
so was she. She was finally living as 
her true and authentic self, but the 
world just wasn’t ready for it yet.
     But things, slowly, began to 
change. Just over a year and a half 
later Will & Grace, which follows 
the lives of Will (who is gay), his 
friend Grace, and their friends Jack 
(also a gay man) and Karen in New 
York City, debuted on NBC, and was 
a smash hit. If you look on TV today,  
you’ll see numerous regular or reoc-
curring LGBT characters, in shows 
like Glee, Orange is the New Black, 
and Brooklyn 99.

wondering what went wrong. The 
failing grade you received on that 
calculus test will not ruin your 
chances at the future you have 
dreamt of, condemning you to a life 
of flipping burgers at the local fast 
food joint to make ends meet. 
     Perhaps one of the greatest as-
pects of high school is this ephem-
eral nature. Too often we get caught 
up in labels, allowing ourselves to be 
placed in a box and accepting it as 
who we are. When high school ends, 
the walls of these boxes are easily 
crumpled. 
     If you were not the best student 
in high school, you can become the 
type of person who studies every 
night and is at the top of the class. 
If you were the type of person who 
stayed quiet and kept to themselves, 
you can transform into a social 
butterfly, outspoken and the life of 
every party. 
     After high school is over, there 
is no rule that says that one must 
continue to fulfill the expectations 
of those around you. You can be 
whatever person you want to be, one 
that the walls of your high school 
hallways have never seen. Or, if you 
happen to like the person you were 
during high school, that is perfectly 
okay too. The point is, high school 
does not define who you are. 
     High school can be amazing. 
There are so many great oppor-
tunities waiting for you from the 
moment that you first step through 
those front doors until the moment 
you cross that bridge at graduation. 
I would encourage everyone to seize 
these opportunities before it is too 
late, because those four years have 
a tendency to feel more like ten 
seconds in retrospect. 
     For those students whose high 
school experience has not been as 
remarkable, whether you’re a senior 
preparing to leave the nest once 
and for all or an underclassmen just 
trying not to fall out of the tree, 
remember one thing: this is not it. 
High school is not the be-all-end-all. 
You have a whole entire world out 
there, a new beginning waiting to be 
grasped and taken advantage of. So, 
take it. 

     The world began to catch up with 
Ellen. In 2003 she starred in Disney 
Pixar’s Finding Nemo as the lovably 
forgetful blue tang, Dory. Also in 
2003, her talk show premiered, and 
continues to this day. She got her 
career back, and she was, finally, 
able to live her authentic life as the 
public figure she was destined to be. 

She promotes kindness and goodness 
and is one of the few genuinely pure 
people not only in the entertainment 
industry, but in the world overall. 
She ends her daily shows with the 
phrase “be kind to one another.”
     Ellen’s groundbreaking coming 
out 21 years ago was a turning point 
for LGBT representation, rights, and 
acceptance. LGBT people world-
wide credit Ellen with giving them 
the confidence to be able to accept 
themselves for who they are, myself 
included. She ignited the spark that 
changed the public perception of 
what a gay person looks like and 
who a gay person is. And though 
it came at first at a great personal 
cost, she bounced back, better than 
ever, in an astounding display of 
resilience and strength to keep being 
the person that she always had been. 
She showed the world that it’s okay 
to be a little bit different, it’s okay to 
be who you are, it’s okay to be gay. 
She paved the way for a new era of 
LGBT rights, and a new generation 
of out and proud people. And for 
that, I, personally, will be forever 
grateful.
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By Nicholas Albanese
Lion’s Roar Staff

A Washington Scandal

Forecast for the Capital: Stormy

A Beloved Teacher Returns as Principal

LMS Welcomes Back Mr. Mellen 

Mr. TJ Mellen (seen here with sons Brady 13, Carson 10, 
and Maddox 7) starts his new job at his old school on July 
1.  LHS Photo by melanie mellen

On 
Monday, 
March 12, 

2018, Mr. Thomas “TJ” Mellen was 
appointed by the Lincoln School 
Committee as the new principal of 
Lincoln Middle School.  LMS’s 
most recent principal, Mr. Adolfo 
Costa, resigned in December of 
2017, accepting a teaching job at 
William M. Davies Jr. Career and 
Technical High School.  He was 
the third principal at LMS within 
the past four years and was in the 
position for less than six months.  
   Mellen has been a Lincoln resident 
for over thirty years and before 
serving as principal and assistant 
principal of Edward A. Ricci Middle 
School in North Providence, he 
had worked as a special educator in 
Lincoln for 14 years.   
     As a graduate of Lincoln High 
School, Mellen says that he returned 
to Lincoln because he “thought 
it was important to jump at the 
opportunity that was presented 
to me. My entire family lives 
in Lincoln and I know so many 
students through all my years of 
coaching. By accepting this position, 
I can have a direct impact on the 
education and lives of many people 
that I know and have built strong 
relationships with.”
     Superintendent Georgia Fortunato 
celebrated the appointment. 
“Mr. Mellen has always had 
a commitment to academic 
excellence and improving student 
achievement,” Mrs. Fortunato said.  
“He promotes a positive school 
culture and brought programs that 

increase student 
and family 
engagement in 
schools.”
      Mellen 
hopes to make 
a difference 
in LMS upon 
becoming 
principal.  He 
explains that 
his first goal is 
“to bring unity 
and pride to the 
school.”
     He believes 
in creating 
a positive 
environment 
within the school, 
one where 
“students want to 
come to school 
every day and 
give it their all.” 
He also  “want[s] 
LMS to be a place 
of academic excellence that prepares 
students for high school, college, and 
beyond.”
     Being a special educator and 
being a principal are very different 
positions.  As a special educator, 
Mellen was only able to make an 
impact on the students who he had 
in class.  As a principal, he is able 
to interact with all students. This is 
what he says “makes it fun to go to 
work each day.”
      Mellen goal is “to bring [his] 
sense of humor and energy to the 

By Jessica Iasimone
Lion’s Roar Staff

school.”  
     “There are so many great 
educators at LMS,” he said, “and 
I am positive that we will do great 
things.”
     “I have high expectations 
for students and how they treat 
one another,” he said. “I expect 
all students to treat each other 
with respect and will not tolerate 
negativity towards others. I hope 
to build strong relationships with 
the student body and keep an open 
line of communication with all 
stakeholders!” Mellen’s first day in 
his new position will be July 1.  

    What’s 
the first 
thing 

you think of when you hear the 
name “Stormy Daniels?” If you said 
“Donald Trump having an affair with 
a adult-film actress,” then you’re not 
alone. Rumors have surfaced more 
recently that suggest that President 
Donald Trump had an affair with 
39 year-
old Stormy 
Daniels (whose 
real name is 
Stephanie 
Clifford), who 
has been in 
the adult-film 
industry for 
nearly twenty 
years.
     About two 
weeks before 
the 2016 
Presidential 
Election, 
the personal 
attorney of 
Donald Trump, 
Michael 
Cohen, paid 
Stormy Daniels 
$130,000 to 
keep quiet about her relationship 
with Donald Trump, going 
completely under the radar, and the 
public was unaware until January 
2018. Stormy Daniels said she 
wanted to protect her family, both 
physically and emotionally. Years 
prior, in 2011, a man had walked up 
to her and her infant daughter in a 
parking lot, warning, “Leave Trump 
alone. Forget the story,” and even 
threatening her daughter. Ever since, 
she has been afraid to come out 

about the alleged relationship. Why, 
then, is she coming out to the public 
with her story? 
     Stormy Daniels went on “60 
Minutes” at the end of March 2018, 
to set the record straight. “It was 
very important to me to be able to 
defend myself,” she states in the 
interview. “People are just saying 
whatever they wanted to say about 

me, I was perfectly fine saying 
nothing at all, but I’m not okay with 
being made out to be a liar, or people 
thinking that I did this for money.”
     According to Ms. Daniels 
lawyers, this entire fight against 
Trump is about the payment made by 
Mr. Cohen and the cover-up. “This 
is about the extent that Mr. Cohen 
and the president have gone to 
intimidate this woman, to silence her, 
to threaten her, and to put her under 
their thumb,” said Mr. Avenatti, one 

of Stormy Daniels’ lawyers.
     This all matters because the 
payment made by Cohen was 
right before the 2016 Presidential 
Election. If Cohen, who paid Daniels 
out of his own pocket and claims 
to without Trump knowing, did this 
on Trump’s behalf, there could be 
serious legal issues for Trump, his 
campaign, and Cohen. This payment 

could be seen 
as a campaign 
contribution in 
the sense that 
the money had 
a purpose of 
influencing the 
election in one 
way or another, 
which would 
be considered 
a felony in 
violation of 
federal election 
law. As you 
could imagine, 
anyone with the 
slightest amount 
of hatred for 
the President 
is trying to 
do anything 

possible to rip 
him apart with this, however Trump 
has denied knowing about the 
payment.
     Democrats and liberals are calling 
this the biggest hush agreement to 
ever happen in the United States, or 
even the world, with congressmen 
calling the allegations “deeply 
troubling.” Trump supporters, 
Republicans, and conservatives who 
usually brush off alarming news or 
controversial comments made by 

Please turn to NET page 11

By Hannah Leopold-Brandt 
Lion’s Roar Staff

On De-
cember 
14, 

2017, the FCC voted to repeal net 
neutrality. Protesters around the 
country had gathered in order to stop 
the FCC from vot-
ing to repeal such a 
monumental law that 
provides everyone 
with equal access 
to the internet. Net 
neutrality deemed 
the internet a free 
monopoly, prevent-
ing companies from 
being able to charge 
people for faster in-
ternet or asking them 
to pay in order to use certain site. 
However, the FCC decided that net 
neutrality was hindering businesses 
because of that fact and passed the 
Restoring Internet Freedoms Act in 
order to undo the Obama-era regula-
tion.
     After the act was passed, net 
neutrality fell into the shadows. 
However, within the final week of 
April, action has been taken to make 
the repeal of net neutrality official, 
meaning we are currently living in an 
era without net neutrality. Right now, 
everything seems like nothing has 
changed. Soon enough though, we 
will all feel the pressures that come 
without net neutrality.
     The internet is now considered 
an information service which means 
that internet service providers will 
have to release transparency reports 
detailing their policies, much like 

any service provider must do. The 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
has gained authority over the inter-
net as well. They can now regulate 
telecommunications practices 
without the previous regulations and 

costs that net neutrality provided. 
While it seems like all is well 
because of the FTC, it really isn’t. 
The FTC is just there to watch the 
businesses. That doesn’t mean they 
will prevent businesses from creat-
ing separate packages for certain 
sites or from blocking use of certain 
sites. It just means they are there to 
ensure the laws created by the FCC 
are followed.
     Currently, 21 states, led by 
California and Oregon, are suing the 
FCC in order to block their imple-
mentation of the Restoring Internet 
Freedoms Act. The goal is to allow 
state governments to take the idea of 
net neutrality into their own hands. 
They wish to be able to create their 
own laws that prevent businesses 
from being able to block and throttle 
content online. California state Sen. 

The Fight for Net Neutrality Continues
Repeal of the Restoring Internet Freedoms Act took affect end of April

nation’S caPitol: libRaRy of congReSS. illuStRation deSign: maRy lind.

Mr. Yip’s Most Wonderful Year

Lincoln Teacher of The Year, Frank Yip, at his most 
playful, is unpredictiable and incredibly eccentric.  Pho-

toS by Rachelle bouSquet

 Please  turn to STORMY  page  11

    
When 
you 

walk into room C206, you are most 
likely greeted with a sarcastic insult 
from a man whose head shines when 
the light hits it just right. You are 
sure to hear him mocking Mr. Krusz, 
and you may even hear the two of 
them arguing with each other while 
standing in their doorways. You are 
bound to learn a lot, but you most 
likely will find yourself being taken 
on a tangent that is based upon what-
ever you’re talking about. When the 
semester or year comes to an end, 
you will most likely find yourself 
in a state where you wish you could 
take another class with this teacher 
because not only were you able to 
learn, but you were also able to find 
a class you enjoyed being in. He is a 
teacher who is famous amongst the 
students at LHS because of his sense 
of humor and good natured banter-
ing. Every student knows the name 
Mr. Yip.
     Recently, Yip won Lincoln’s 

Teacher of the Year and was in the 
running for the Rhode Island Teacher 
of the Year as one of four finalists 
who waited to find out who moves to 
the final round of two. 
     The process to get there was a 
long and tedious one. After receiv-
ing phone call after phone call from 
Superintendent Georgia Fortunato 
about his application, Yip decided 
to apply. It was 15 pages in length 
that included a resume, six 500-word 
essays, and letters of recommenda-
tion from Fortunato, Principal Kevin 
McNamara, and Mr. Jay Schofield, a 
colleague.
     Once the paper application was 
complete, he was chosen along with 
seven other finalists to be part of 
the interview process. Following 
the interview process, the group of 
finalists were cut in half for the next 
round, which entailed even more. 
A few of their classes were viewed, 
and the students within those classes 
were given a survey to fill out about 
their teacher’s methods. Colleagues 

By Hannah Leopold-Brandt 
Lion’s Roar Staff

Please turn to YIP page 8
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Charles on Cars
By Charles Morin
Lion’s Roar Staff

When you think of 
German cars, you 
think of the BMW, 
Mercedes, and 

Porsche. What you probably don’t think about 
is Felix Wankel or his rotary engine. Wankle 
is a German man who never had an engineer-
ing degree or a driving license. Yet, he is the 
man that created the rotary engine, and he 
designed it as a teenager. He never really made 
an advancement in the engine, nd didn’t get to 
marketing it until after World War II.
     A rotary engine is a combustion engine that 
works totally differently than an ordinary com-
bustion engine. In a normal combustion engine 
the suck-in, bomb, and bow out are done with 
in a cylinder piston.  
The piston goes down, 
and the air and fuel 
come in. It goes up, 
and the air and fuel 
combust. It goes back 
down, and the exhaust 
escapes the piston. 
     In a rotary engine 
these stages are done 
by a bloated triangle 
(the sides are circular) within a pinched oval. 
As the three sides roll, they go through the 
three stages of combustion. In general, these 
engines are a lot less environmentally friendly 
than an average 4-cylinder, mostly because 
they use more gas, and their oil has to be 
changed every other fill up. 
     The reason why the engine is so famous is 
because even though it was smaller and not as 
good for the planet, the engine could get much 
larger horsepower numbers out of a smaller 
engine displacement. The engine also needs 
to be driven at the maximum RPM to keep the 
engine working well, and the oil at the right 
temperature. If you drive other engines too 
long at high RPMs, things start to break.       
     Wankle created his first usable design in 

1951, while working for the NSU motorcycle 
manufacturer. NSU would invite leaders of the 
auto industry to see if they could sell or licence 
any of their engines. 
     Mazda, which until then was building small 
trucks, would be the company that would 
license the engine from NSU. Mazda put all 
their money into the engine after its CEO fell 
in love with its design. They would license the 
engine and send it back to Japan. Mazda gave 
the engine to their chief engineer and told him 
that it had to be reliable. Production began 
promptly.
     However, the engine kept exploding. This 
was mostly because the tips of the triangle 
keep deteriorating on the sides of the engine. 
The problem could not be solved until the 

chief engineer had a “eureka!” moment while 
writing. He would replace the points of the tri-
angles with graphite. These pieces of graphite 
are now called apex seals.
     This adjustment launched the engine into 
production, and it made its first appearance 
in Mazda’s first car, the Cosmo sport 110. It 
would become the staple engine in RX7 and 
actually the only Rotary engine car Mazda sold 
after 1977.  
     After the RX7 was retired, the last car that 
had a rotary engine was the RX8, though it 
was nowhere near as good as the RX7. The 
car had problems with Apex seals and on rare 
occasions the engine would fail altogether. The 
RX8 was retired in 2012, and with it, the rotary 
engine.

An explosive story of rotary technology

Stress can affect your 
body as well as your mind

     “My life consists of  
90 percent stress, and 
the other 10 percent 

is boys and sports,” said one LHS junior. “It 
simply makes me feel like crap.”
     Why do people stress? In the end, all it does 
to you is cause headaches, migraines, loss of 
sleep, heartburn, heavy breathing, heartaches, 
high blood pressure, stomach aches, 
depression, and a list that goes far further than 
one could ever imagine. The real question is, 
when students stress, what type of crazy stuff 
is actually impacting the way their bodies act? 
     Stress comes in a variety of forms. Some 
stress happens due to the result of a single, 

short-term event, such as having an argument 
with a loved one or doing badly on a test 
or quiz. Other type of stress happen due to 
recurring conditions, such as managing a 
long-term illness and/or a demanding job. 
When repeating events cause stress that is both 
intense and sustained over a long period of 
time, it can be referred to as “toxic” stress. 
     All stress triggers physiological reactions, 
and toxic stress is specifically problematic 
because of the significant harm it can do to the 
human body and brain.
     Millennials and teenagers are widely 
believed to be dealing with more stress than 

ever before. The negative effects of stress 
intensify when those millenials and teens 
belong to groups who are ostracized due to 
characteristics such as race, disability status, or 
identifying as LGBT. They struggle with more 
stress than peers who do not encounter such 
societal biases as regularly as they do.
     Toxic stress is exactly what it sounds like: 
it is the type of stress that is harmful, not only 
to one’s quality of life, but to one’s health as 
well. Toxic stress doesn’t just lead to impaired 
functions in the brain, it can also lead to other 
significant problems, such as increased risk of 
heart disease, high blood pressure and diabetes. 
Many other systems of the body stop working 

properly too, including the digestive and 
reproductive structures. Toxic stress can 
impair the body’s immune system and re-
create any already existing illnesses.
     A study administered by the Health 
Coach trainers and doctors found that 
“being healthy is much more than drinking 
green juices and hitting the gym. If you 
never catch your breath, wake up feeling 
tired, anxious, emotionally drained, and 
can’t rid stubborn abdominal fat, you 
cannot actually be healthy.”
     To live a healthy life, and to pursue 
happiness, one needs to have the right 
mindset and not stress over every little 
thing.  
     Although not all stress is toxic, too 
much of it can be detrimental. Emotional 
stress that reoccurs for weeks or even 
months can weaken the immune system 
and cause body fatigue. 
     The longer the stress lasts, the worse 
it is for both mind and body. Fatigue, the 
inability to concentrate, irritability,  all are 
evidence of toxic stress.
     As the end of the school year winds 
down, fourth quarter becomes quite 
stressful for many different reasons. 
Students who feel that stress is becoming 
an issue, and need to practice better stress 
management might want to heed this 
common advice:

     * Identify what’s causing the stress.
* Try to maintain a sense of humor.
* Build strong relationships.
* Dedicate time to hobbies.
* Maintain regular physical activity.
* Eat properly.
* Add more protein to your diet.
* Walk away from angry situations.
* Rest your mind by practicing meditation 

techniques like deep breathing and yoga.
* Get some more sleep.
* Get help.

By Randall C. Hien
Lion’s Roar Staff

     When thinking 
of Principal Kevin 
McNamara, many 

students picture him in the hallways interacting 
with students and making sure they are where 
they need to be.  They imagine him heading 
up a committee meeting, talking to parents, or 
sitting at his desk handling one of the many 
duties that being a principal entails. With so 
many jobs to juggle, it is sometimes easy to 
forget what Mr. McNamara is at his core: an 
educator. 
     Mrs. Lisa Cardarelli’s period D Honors 
English 10 was able to experience this side 
of him first-hand when McNamara made a 
guest appearance one recent Friday morning. 
“Mr. Mac sent out an email asking if anyone 
wanted to team teach with him,” explained 
Mrs. Cardarelli. “I thought it would be a great 
opportunity for me to learn and grow. I am also 
very proud of my kids, so I wanted Mr. Mac to 
have the opportunity to see my kids in action.” 
     As the students in period D filed into their 
seats, McNamara began passing out pieces 
of paper for each kid to use as a place card. 
Once everyone was in their place, McNamara 
kicked off the lesson by having each student 
write their names as well as the strangest thing 
they had ever eaten. McNamara proceded by 
going around the classroom and asking each 

person what their answer was. Giggles and 
curiosity rose with each answer, ranging from 
the relatively tame sushi to delicacies such as 
frog legs. 
     This activity was McNamara’s creative 
way of starting a discussion on “A Modest 
Proposal” by Jonathan Swift. The essay, a 
biting piece of satire written in regard to 
British policy towards the Irish in the 1700s, 
proposed that the starving Irish should sell 
their own children to the rich as food, and that 
the of eating young children was a delicious 
and nourishing remedy.  The topic made 
McNamara’s activity a perfectly delightful 
segue. 
     Olivia Wodogaza, a sophomore in the 
class, said that “when we shared all of the 
weird things we have eaten and such, it was 
a blast. We were learning and laughing and 
connecting ourselves to a piece of work that 
would usually be dreaded.” 
     Following the strange yet entertaining 
introduction, Mr. McNamara lead the class 
in a high school favorite: Kahoot. After a 
brief warning against the use of “naughty 
nicknames,” the class excitedly raced to 
answer questions about the time period during 
which the piece of literature was written. 
McNamara took the time after each of the five 
questions to delve deep into the history of the 

period, truly bringing the work to life. 
     Finally, McNamara and Cardarelli finished 
off the lesson by starting a group discussion on 
the meaning of the work, how Swift conveys 
his point and even a connection to Tupac’s 
“Changes.” McNamara had no shortage of 
insightful questions, forcing the students to 
think about what they were learning on a 
deeper level than the average high schooler 
tends to entertain. 
     Overall, McNamara’s trip back the 
classroom can be seen as nothing other than a 
major success. It was a pleasant experience all 
around, especially for the students who were 
lucky enough to be in that class that period. 
“It was awesome,” said Wodogaza, “Mr. Mac 
fit in well with our class. He taught us while 
keeping the lesson interesting and fun. Instead 
of feeling like it was a lecture or something, it 
felt genuine. It wasn’t all about nonsense that 
sometimes enters a classroom, it was simply 
about learning and enjoying ourselves while 
doing it.
     Cardarelli also thoroughly enjoyed the 

time she spent co-teaching with McNamara.  
“It was an awesome experience,” she said.  
“Obviously, my administrator was coming 
into my room; I was very nervous. But 
once we started teaching, a natural synergy 
emerged. Mr. Mac has a good rapport with 
LHS students, so the kids seemed at ease and 
comfortable with Mr. Mac teaching. For me, 
the benefit was an opportunity to learn and 
grow from a amazing teacher. My kids got 
to see Mr. Mac as an educational leader and 
teacher, not just a disciplinarian or a suit.” 
     McNamara himself tweeted about the 
experience as well: “Some thoughts on 
teaching a lesson today 1. I was really nervous. 
It’s good to step out of your comfort zone. 
2. It’s really obvious when teachers have 
established meaningful rituals and routines.3. 
The importance of classroom culture can’t be 
underestimated. Kids took risks!”
     Although he has many important jobs as 
the principal of Lincoln High School, Mr. 
McNamara is a teacher at heart.        

Mac Talks Classics
A return to the classroom

By Rachelle Bousquet
Lion’s Roar Staff

Mr. Mac asked 10th graders to write down the strangest thing they’d ever eaten before launching 
a lesson on satire using Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal.”  Photo by Rachelle bouSquet.
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By Hannah Leopold-Brandt
Lion’s Roar Staff

It’s always tough to accept the loss of a someone... even when the death isn’t real!    Photo by Rachelle 
bouSquet

 The Common Core standards in schools do not require students 
to learn cursive, but as in few other states there is an effort to keep 
cursive alive. Typing efficiently on a computer has become a better 

skill to acquire over handwriting and cursive; will a pen and paper become useless? With the 
technological advancements moving so quickly, it seems like schools cannot keep up. Schools 
are still teaching 19th century tools while we need 21st century tools. People do not know how 
to write their own cursive 
signature anymore. People 
cannot even read cursive any-
more. Will typing become our 
forever writing style, and does 
it matter? Whatever the future 
holds is beyond our control as 
students, but we will start to 
see less and less handwriting 
and cursive universally. 
     Going to school as a 
kindergartner, I was learning 
a new cursive letter every-
day. Even though my teacher 
forced me to write with my 
right hand, rather than my 
comfort with my left hand, 
I’m now ambidextrous and 
I love writing. After my first 
week of kindergarten, I knew the first five letters of the alphabet in cursive and I wrote them 
well. I enjoyed learning something new and to my friends and I, it was out secret language. A 
month or so went by and I knew the whole alphabet; confidently writing my name on the head-
ings of my homework. Since learning cursive in Kindergarten, I consistently write my name in 
cursive on the headings of all my paperwork. My name in cursive is my signature, and it feels 
original. If I write in print it doesn’t feel original. I enjoy writing out my thoughts and articles on 
pen and paper because it’s easier to get my thoughts in order, but typing online is a faster pro-
cess. This is why internationally typing is becoming the fastest trend to write out your work. I’m 
typing on a computer right now! My thinking and writing skills I’ve received from cursive would 
have changed completely if I haven’t learned it. 
     Luckily in my elementary school days, I used cursive from kindergarten through fifth grade 
in my classrooms. Once middle school started, the use of cursive faded to almost nothing in my 
classrooms. I had an assignment to write a TEEC paragraph in sixth grade and I chose to write it 
all out in cursive for a rough draft. My teacher told me i could not write in cursive for legibility 
reasons, so I had to rewrite the draft in print. My teacher thought it would be easier to type my 
paper afterwords if I wrote it in print, but for me it was easier to read my cursive. I am still very 
lucky I grew up in a generation with cursive. I am so happy that I can read and write in cursive 

Cursive Writing?

The Pregame Show:
One junior’s foray into professional radio

   I got the call at Tiver-
ton High School. It was 
our boys’ basketball 

playoff game, so I couldn’t really respond at 
that moment. As soon as I could, though, I 
quickly called back.
     “Hey Dan.”
     “Hey Adam.”
     From then on, Dan Yorke and I started a 
long week of planning for the RIIL Champi-
onship games. Tiverton had just knocked us 
out of the playoffs, so I was available to do 
our entire state tournament. So was Classi-
cal head coach John Kavanagh, whose team 
made it into the state tournament as the very 
last seed, but would still likely be able to work 
with us for every game. Now, we had the same 
team as the year before, but this year, I would 
have more of a role. As Dan told me the night 
before, I would be interviewing coaches and 
doing our pregame show this time around.
     Our first game was on a cold February 
Sunday at CCRI. Right off the bat we had 
three championship games, starting with the 
Division II championship, Narragansett vs. 
East Greenwich. I quickly realized how tough 
my job was. Dan, having done this tournament 
for years, was experienced and knew all of the 
coaches. Likewise, Kavanagh, having coached 
against pretty much everyone, could easily 
hold a long conversation with any of his fellow 
coaches. I had neither experience nor close ties 
with any of the coaches, and when Dan sent 
me off to get a two-minute interview with Nar-
ragansett head coach Kyle Boddington, telling 
me not to worry about any of the questions and 
just ask him simple ones, I returned with about 
a minute and fifteen seconds of interview time. 
Already I was behind the 8-ball.

     Then, however, I quickly realized I had 
to adapt. Before East Greenwich got there, I 
quickly came up with questions for their coach. 
That was easier said than done, never having 
seen their team play before. However, by the 
time they got there and I interviewed their 
coach, I had five questions lined up for him. 
The interview ended up going a couple of sec-
onds over 2 minutes. I figured that would be a 
good benchmark for the rest of my interviews, 
and I managed to successfully recover from 
my first issue.

     My first pregame show went well, and I 
spent much of the Division II championship 
writing questions for the D-III and D-I champi-
onships. After the game was over (Narragansett 
won), I grabbed Coach Boddington and Player 
of the Game Thomaz Whitford. Watching Dan 
talk to him, I realized how far I still had to go.
     The Division III game went better. I was 
already friends with Sean Kelly, Wheeler’s 
head coach, and Tiverton’s coach recognized 
me from our game a week ago. During my 

pregame show, however, I realized how stilted 
I sounded. So I started to go off-script a little. 
I sounded better, so I decided to stick with it. 
I kept myself busy during the D-III game by 
editing the scripts I was given.
     The Division I game, however, was going 
to be my toughest challenge yet. My first job, 
getting the interviews, proved to not be too 
bad. The challenge with Hendricken’s head 
coach Jamal Gomes wasn’t interviewing him, 
however, it was simply getting to him. Coach 
Gomes proved to be my best interviewee. After 
4 questions, we were two and a half minutes 
in and I actually had to cut the interview short. 
Meanwhile, Coach Kavanagh  had warned me 
about Mount Pleasant’s head coach, Charles 
Holiday. Apparently, at least according to 
him and Dan, he was known for answering 
questions shortly and had a bit of a temper. 
However, Coach Holiday, although intimidat-
ing, gave a good interview (which was good, 
considering I was going to interview him more 
than anyone else over the course of the tourna-
ment). Dan looked impressed when I told him I 
had gotten my two minutes.
      My second tough task turned out to be 
keeping it together during the game. It was the 
best high school basketball game I had ever 
seen. With fifteen seconds left, Mount Pleasant 
forward Darren Robinson pulled off a reverse 
dunk to put his team up by 3. The Mount 
Pleasant fans, who had migrated from the 
stands to form a mass right behind Dan, Coach 
Kavanagh, and I, went crazy. Seconds later, 
however, Hendricken guard Bobby Fiorito was 
fouled while shooting a 3, prompting outrage 
from behind us. He would hit all three free 

A Puzzling Phenomenon:

What is this “Fortnite” Fascination?

Photo by Rachelle bouSquet

Even if you 
haven’t played 
it, you’ve 
definitely heard 

of the game Fortnite. The game was released 
July 25, 2017, but recently gained immense 
popularity around the world. Over 150 million 
people have become obsessed with the video 
game that has been described as a combina-
tion of Minecraft and a third person shooter 
game. The battle-royale mode is what really 
brought the game into its immense popular-
ity. It allows for 100 people to play in a fight 
to the death where the last one standing is the 
winner. It was quickly released as a stand-
alone game in September, making it a global 
phenomenon.
       The scope of players that this game has 
reached ranges from the average kid all the 
way to celebrities such as Drake and Travis 
Scott. People are using this as a platform for 
making money as well. One streamer who 
goes by the name Ninja has begun making 
$500,000 a month via the streaming service 
Twitch due to his high popularity. He has 
gained 100,000 subscribers, and is the most 
popular user on the site. On Twitch, along 
with other sites like it, Fortnite made up 12.8 
percent of all user traffic to those sites. Both 
playing and viewing the game have become 
immensely popular as people all over the 
world strive to take the win.
     Lincoln High School has not avoided the 
phenomenon that is Fortnite. Students and 
teachers alike play the game, and those who 
play it feel quite strongly about it. Senior 
Zach Heineman began playing because of his 
brother James. He plays it because “there’s 
a great sense of chance that goes along with 
it.” Heineman goes on to state, “Sure skill 
will help you win, but there’s also a great 
deal of chance. It’s almost like gambling, but 
less luck involved than like poker or slots.” 
Freshman Alex Gill agrees with Heineman, 
commenting that “its competitive nature and 
skill required to play the game invoke various 
emotions throughout engaging in game play 
that occur in any battle royale game.”
     However, the immense popularity of the 

game stems from more than just its addictive 
nature. The game brings players together from 
across multiple platforms which most video 
games cannot do. Senior Evan Thompson 
comments that “people who play on Xbox or 
Playstation are able to play with people who 
have computers, something that almost never 
happens in video games which allows more 
people to play together. The social aspect of 
the game is huge.”
     Teachers have their own opinions on the 
game as well. As they are very busy, the timing 
of the game is very important. Math teacher 
Mr. Paul Ruhle, began playing Fortnite thanks 
to his advisory students. He enjoys the game 
because “though the game is challenging in 
its objective to actually be the last person 
standing, it is incredibly easy to load and play 
a game in a short amount of time.” He goes on 
to state that “since I play so infrequently, 15 
minutes will probably allow me to play twice 
(aka...I am terrible at it).”
     Chorus teacher Mr. Brandon Lahoud, 
started playing in order to end the seemingly 
endless messages from a friend badgering him 
to play Fortnite. He enjoys the game because 
it’s a “pretty simple concept with interest-
ing graphics and a horrible algorithms for hit 
accuracy, but something about it keeps you 
coming back.” He comments on its popularity 
by stating that “it’s pretty simple to play, and 
it’s mastery level is high. Building is the tricki-
est concept as I’ve seen players build crazy 
forts/defenses in an absurdly short time while 
I’ve barely been able to handle making a tower 
to attack from. To put it simply - it’s free, on 
iPhones/iPads, Xbox, Windows, Mac PS4, so 
why not?”
     However, there are still many people who 
have not joined the Fortnite bandwagon. 
Sophomore Emma Gill (no relation to Alex) 
has no interest in the game, saying that she’s 
“just not interested in Fortnite or many other 
video games. It’s just not really my cup of tea. 
Like how some people like books and movies, 
and some don’t. I just don’t really have fun 
playing video games like Fortnite.” 
     Others agree with Emma, finding the game 
just simply Please turn to FORTNITE page 10
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Senior States of America
We came. We conquered.  
We were here.

our years ago, fewer than two hundred of us filed into the auditorium for the 
first time as Lincoln High School students for Freshmen Day, our first day 
of high school. Just one day later, we would be joined by the upperclassmen. 
But for now, it is only this group of giddy freshmen, waiting for the day to 
begin. 
     Most of us 14 or 15 years old, we have no idea of what to expect from 

what would become the place that we finish our school careers. A tall man dressed in an 
impeccably tailored suit stands at the front of the stage. The murmurs from his audience 
slowly die as he begins to speak of how these four years will go fast, but they will also 
shape us into young adults. 
     We listen to this advice halfheartedly. We’re preoccupied by thoughts of who’s going 
to be in our classes, where our advisories are going to be, who we’re going to sit with at 
lunch. Because on the first day of freshman year, we’re not thinking about where we’re 
going to be four years from now. We can’t see farther than the end of September. When 
you’re a freshman, you are unsure of everything, and you certainly have no idea what 
the senior year version of yourself will look like. You’re just a naive little freshman. 
     Slowly, the naivete fades. After an easy freshman year, we would now enter the 
tenth grade thinking of ourselves as much older and wiser than the people we were just 
one year ago. Nevertheless, we still stumble. We experience some harder classes, more 
rigorous schedules, not to mention the added stress of relationships and friendships. And 
it makes sense. As the tall man in the tailored suit informs us at that year’s assembly, 
the word, sophomore, originates from the greek word, “sophos”, or “wise fool”. That 
is exactly what we are. We enter our second year of high school believing that we have 
learned everything that high school has to offer, only to find out there is still much we 
did not know. And once again, we find ourselves learning more.
     Exhaustion and frustration doesn’t really hit until junior year. Everyone says that 
it’s the most challenging year of high school, and they aren’t kidding. We spend hours 
on homework per night. We get less sleep than ever before, and we often wonder if the 
hours spent studying are even worth it when we receive the occasional failing grade. 
We now have to suddenly start thinking about the near future; where we want to go to 
college, what we want to study, where we want to be. We tour various schools and try to 
picture ourselves as college students with lives outside of Lincoln. It’s harder than we 
thought.
     And then there is the light at the end of the tunnel: the last month of junior year. We 
watch the seniors graduate, watch them move on to their respective colleges and think 
about how just a year from now that’ll be us. We become excited at the prospect of 
being the oldest kids on campus, of getting a chance to finally catch our breath after a 
year of exhaustion. We find comfort in the fact that we still have one year left. We still 
have time to figure things out. 
     What we don’t realize is that as much as we would like it to, even we are surprised 
at how fast that final year of high school goes by. One minute we are sitting in one 
last beginning of school year assembly, the next we are committing to colleges and 
getting fitted for our caps and gowns. Because just like that, the time we have left in 
high school is numbered in weeks. No, in days. And suddenly we’re not thinking about 
who we’re going to sit with at lunch. We’re thinking about who we will actually stay 
in touch with after graduation, and who might just be another face we may not ever see 
again. 
     You come into this place thinking of it as merely a means to an end. The last step 
of secondary education before college. But the lessons you learn, inside and outside of 
the classroom, truly are invaluable. The choices you make and the successes you face 
and even the failures all boil down to one thing: experience. And this month, when we 
walk out those doors one last time, it is important to remember where we came from. 
Because we were 2018. And we were here. 

By Alexandra Theroux 
Lion’s Roar Staff

The great part of   high 
school is it allows you to 
grow not only 

Intellectually but as a 

person. 

Live LIFE! - 
Michael Brassard

I want to be remembered as 

someone who was a hard 

worker, but at the same time, a caring and 

down to earth person.

-Michael Balestra

My favorite 

memories 
at LHS definitely come from 

Spirit Week. 

       - Katelyn Drezek

High school goes by too 
quickly to worry about 

drama
 - Annie Esenova

Photo by hannah leoPold-bRandt

Don’t worry about what 

other people think 
because it will genuinely never 
matter.

-Savanna Colpitts

Photo by Rachelle bouSquet
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My favorite 

experience at LHS was 

being a part of 
the 2018 

Variety Show.

-Caroline Gibson

Photo by hannah leoPold-bRandt

Photo by Sadie lafleuR
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Senior States of America

Don’t let society control 

your truth. 

-Nate Derhagopian

Photo by hannah leoPold-bRandt

My favorite 

memories 
at LHS definitely come from 

Spirit Week. 

       - Katelyn Drezek

High school goes by too 
quickly to worry about 

drama
 - Annie Esenova

Make the most of 

your four years; 

before you know it 

you’re on your 
own.

 - Alyssa Bouthillette
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Put yourself 

out there and 

make as many 
memories and 

friends 

as possible.

-Carlin Aguiar

My favorite 

experience at LHS was 

being a part of 
the 2018 

Variety Show.

-Caroline Gibson

LOVE
who you 
are.

- Sarah King

I want to be 
remembered 
for working so hard 
ACADEMICALLY 

and 
athletically. 

- Ryan Fleming

Get a good

graduation 

countdown 
app.

-Kyle O’Hern

I want to be 
remembered 
for being 
DEDICATED 
to 
EVERYTHING 
that I do.

-Garrett Doyle

Photo by Sadie lafleuR

Photo by hannah leoPold-bRandt

Photo by chaRleS moRin

Photo by moRgan SoaReS
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Faculty Fast-Talk
Mr. Kevin McNamara

Yip Continued from page 3 

     Have you ever cheated on a test? 
2nd grade spelling
     Do you have any siblings? No
     What is your favorite ice cream 
flavor? Mint chocolate chip 
      Do you get nervous before doc-
tors appointments? No
     Favorite holiday movie? White 
Christmas
     What is your drink of choice in 
the morning? Coffee, just black
     Last movie you saw at the the-
ater? I can’t remember
     Do you have any strange/unique 
hobbies? No
     What is one thing you love about 
yourself? I think I can be funny
     What is your fatal flaw? Do 
things too fast
      Middle name? John
      Favorite word? Right now? 
Tremendously
     Favorite breed of dog? English Bulldog
     Oreo: cookie or cream? Cookie
      Does pineapple belong on pizza? No
     What is your favorite place in the whole 
world? 135 Old River Road
    How do you ring in the new year? Catch-
ing some z’s
     Do you believe in ghosts? Yes
     Do you believe that aliens exist? Yes
     Do you own slippers? Yes
     What color shows up most often in your 
wardrobe? Blue
     Do you sleep with socks on? No
     Do you sleep with the door open or 
closed? Open
     Can you whistle? No
     What is the best song to sing in the 
shower? “Livin on a Prayer”
     If you could change your name to any-
thing, what would you choose? My hero 

     

Which came first, the chicken or the egg? 
Egg
     What is the last thing that made you 
laugh? Senora Medeiros
     What is one item that is always in your 
bag/purse?  N/A
     Worst injury you have ever had? Not sure
     What is your favorite thing about where 
you live? RI has a lot of things to offer
     What is your least favorite thing about 
where you live? Can be congested 
     If you could time travel to any time pe-
riod/event, where would you go? Hmmmm 
     If you could have one superpower, which 
would you choose? To fly
     What is your biggest fear? Snakes
     What is the last book you read? A Fish in 
a Tree
     Favorite quote? It is what it is 
     What is your favorite candy? Peppermint 

Patty
     What vegetable do you hate the most? 
Lover of all vegetables

Which actor/actress would play you in a 
movie about your life? Danny Devito

What song would you want played at 
your funeral?  “Danny Boy”

What is your favorite conspiracy theory? 
Kennedy’s assassination

Where do you see yourself ten years 
from now? In the future

Do you use social media? Yes
What’s one thing that you’re obsessed 

with that you could talk about for hours? 

Mabel
What is the meaning of life? To enjoy the 

process
Who, alive or dead, would you most like 

to throw cold spaghetti at? Putin
What is your favorite smell? Fresh cut 

orange
If you could be the lead role in any 

movie, which movie would you choose? 
Goodfellas

For more faculty and their fast talk, includ-
ing new superintendent Dr. Filippelli, Mr. 
O’Connor, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Svitil and Mrs. 
Stevens,  please go to www.lincolnlionsroar.
com.

were interviewed as well in order to get a more 
holistic view of the candidates. 
     Unfortunately, Yip did not make it to the 
final round. However, the fact that he was part 
of the final four is still a great accomplish-
ment, and teachers and students alike have 
much praise for Yip. McNamara comments, “I 
believe that Mr. Yip’s commitment to self-
reflection is exemplary. He works very hard 
to ensure that his students are engaged in his 
lessons and brings a great passion to his work. 
I’m lucky to work alongside many exemplary 
educators like Mr. Yip at LHS. As a colleague, 
I can count on him to be honest, thoughtful and 
respectful in our discussions.  I know that he 
works tremendously hard to make LHS a better 
place.”
     Fortunato also commends Yip’s work here 
as she has been working with him for 24 years. 
“It has been a distinct honor working with 
him,” comments Fortunato, adding that “when 
I was a special education teacher here, he 
would always follow the students’ IEPs which 
made my life easier. He took it very seriously. 
He is someone who banters with the kids, and 
his quick wit sticks with them. He does what-
ever he needs to in order to meet the students’ 
needs no matter how reluctant the learner.”
     Students agree with both McNamara and 
Fortunato. Those who have had Yip in class 
praise him for both being a great teacher as 
well as friend. Senior Isaac Paul had Yip fresh-
man year for history and sees him as an “older, 
wiser friend who happens to teach and isn’t 
afraid to ream you out in front of the entire 
class.” 

      Yip is known for going off on tangents on 
occasion, and that is part of the reason why 
students love him. “We go off on tangents 
discussing totally unrelated subjects that are 
infinitely fascinating and beneficial to discuss, 
despite not being remotely related to the sub-
ject at hand,” Paul states. 
     Sophomore Dan Crowley agrees with Paul 
and goes on to state that “a class with Mr. Yip 
requires you to constantly be on your toes, 
you never know when he’s going to make a 
joke about the topic, make a joke about you, 
or just go on a complete tangent which, while 
mostly being unimportant, are almost always 
important sounding.” 
     His class is always memorable due to his 
unique activities. One iconic activity that he 
uses to teach his classes about Feudalism is 
the Feudalism game. Both Crowley and Paul 
recognize it as a favorite memory of being in 
Yip’s class with Paul being victorious in over-
throwing Yip while Crowley was not so lucky: 
“A few of my friends attempted to overthrow 
Mr. Yip from his spot as “king”. To say the 
least, it was a failure due to lack of support 
from the rest of the class, we were all killed.”
      This nomination is a monumental achieve-
ment, but Yip views it not as an achievement 
for great teaching, but as for being a voice for 
all teachers. “I’m under no illusion that I’m 
anywhere close to being the best teacher in the 
building, but this isn’t about being the best. It’s 
about being a voice…It truly is an honor.”
     However, Yip remains modest in his 
nomination and (jokingly) believes he got it 
by “managing to pull the wool over everyone’s 
eyes.” He comments, “I do what I think I have 
to do, and I’m just very very happy that people 
appreciate what I do.”
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sports

By Riley Riendeau 
and Saide LeFleur
Lion’s Roar Staff

The NFL Draft is almost as exciting as watching NFL Football
Turn to LIONS, page 11

By David Leonardi
Lion’s Roar Staff

The NFL draft is 
one of the most 
exciting parts of the 

offseason. Fans see what direction management 
is taking the team for the teams who have a 
top ten picks and the rest of the draft is used to 
fill in spots where the team’s roster is weak or 
lost a player earlier in the preseason. Also, just 
as every year, there were a few surprises and 
players who had a great story.
     The first surprise was made by the 
Cleveland Browns by picking Baker Mayfield 
first overall. This years draft class was filled 
with quarterback talent everywhere with great 
players such as Josh Allen, Josh Rosen, Sam 
Darnold, and Lamar Jackson. 
    But, it was Mayfield, who has on-field issues 
with his sportsmanship and is compared to 
Johnny Manziel due to his arrogance, that was 
chosen first. The Browns were also pressured 
to take Penn State star running back Saquon 
Barkley to give them another offensive weapon 
beside Tyrod Taylor and Jarvis Landry. This 
pick had added to a good young core of players 
the Browns are building to try to become an 
actual team in the NFL rather than be a running 
joke.
     The Denver Broncos selected Bradley 
Chubb to play linebacker alongside Von Miller, 
which should be a deadly duo on the defensive 
line. Also, this adds to a great defense that is 
already stacked with players such as Derek 
Wolfe, Chris Harris Jr., and Darian Stewart.
     The New York Giants drafted Big Ten MVP 
Saquon Barkley with the second pick to add 
to a stacked offense with Odell Beckham Jr. 
coming back from injury. Also, the Giants have 
their eyes set on free agent Dez Bryant after 
making room for him on the roster by releasing 
Brandon Marshall. New York is looking up 
after a terrible season in 2017.
     One great story of the draft was the 

linebacker 
from UCF, 
Shaquem 
Griffin. 
Griffin was 
born with 
only one 
hand and 
was much 
overlooked 
as a player 
due to his 
disability. 
However, he 
managed to 
lead UCF to 
an undefeated 
season in his 
final year, 
participate 
in the NFL 
combine, and 
get drafted 
in the NFL. 
Griffin had 
slid down the 
draft board, 
falling to the 
141st pick to the Seattle Seahawks, the same 
team his twin brother, Shaquill. 
     Griffin was seen to be a late first round, 
maybe second round pick going into the draft, 
but fell all the way to a fifth round pick despite 
his 4.38 40-yard dash time (one of the fastest 
times in this year’s combine) and putting up 
20 bench press reps with one hand.  Griffin 
continues to be overlooked but is destined to 
tear it up in the NFL.      Another huge story 
was about a prospect that wasn’t drafted, but 
he signed with the Washington Redskins as 
a free agent. Danny Johnson had become a 
father at 16, a sophomore in high school, and 

Danny Johnson, a free agent, was drafted by Washington Redskins as he watched at home with his son Aidan by his side.  Photo:  
bebatonRouge

The 2017-18 
school year so far 
has been a great 
success for student 

athletes at Lincoln High School. Each of our 
sports seasons enjoyed many accomplishments 
thanks to a number of talented and gritty 
Lions. As seniors bid their final farewells to 
the school, they will remember the athletes 
who made their mark on a fantastic year in 
high school sports.  
     Whether they were recognized with a 
divisional award, signed to play in college, or 
just had a phenomenal season, Lions across 
the board deserve to be recognized.  
     With an immense number of awards and 
accomplishments, Senior Garrett Doyle has 
done great things for the track and field team. 
     It all start for Doyle when the fielding 
coach recruited him in his woodshop class. 
Doyle stated that he started out playing 
football for LHS, and when that didn’t work 
out as well as he wanted to, he thought he 
would give track and field a go. Doyle made 
the right choice, and succeeded tremendously.  
His many accolades and titles include the 
East Coast Invitational Champion in weight, 
while placing 2nd in shot; Yale Invitational 
Champion in weight; New Balance Games 
Champion in weight; Division Champion in 
both weight and shot; Hershey Youth National 
Champion in weight, 
     Doyle is also New Balance High School 
All American placing 2nd in weight, and voted 
State Field Event MVP.  He has broken both 
school records for throwing  by over 2 feet in 
shot (54-3) and 7 feet weight (74-9), dating 
back 30 and 37 years respectively. Doyle now 
also holds the school record for 6k hammer 
and 16 lb hammer at International Hammer 
Invitational. 
    As a junior Doyle started receiving looks 
from Division 1 colleges such as Ohio State 
University and University of Maryland. In 

his senior year he decided to continue his 
academic and athletic career at Ohio State 
University to compete in the Big 10 Division.
   Another senior, Camryn Thompson, has 
spent the past four years doing great things for 
the girls soccer team. From freshmen year until 
her past senior season, Cam has had a huge 
impact on the success of the team as a whole. 
     Cam won First-Team All Division her 
junior and senior soccer seasons. This title has 
great value and recognition, especially playing 
in a D1 league. This past fall, Cam announced 
her commitment to Stonehill College, where 
she will further her soccer career at a D2 
school. Cam is looking forward to becoming 
a Skyhawk next fall, but she will always be 
Lincoln Lion.
      Riley Riendeau, the junior varsity Softball 
shortstop, has helped her team attain many 
victories on the softball field. She has started 
every game since her freshman year and 
continues to contribute to the success of the 
team. Being a key player defensively and 
offensively she received Third Team All 
Division in Division One her sophomore year. 
She always plays at the highest level she can.  
As a result her first Division One college offer 
was made at the end of her middle school 
career. 
     Recently, Riendeau announced her verbal 
commitment to Monmouth University  where 
she will continue her athletic and academic 
career in the fall of 2019. She is excited for 
the time she has remaining wearing a Lincoln 
jersey but cannot wait to see what the future 
holds at Monmouth.
     Sophomore Josh Jahnz, has been a key 
player in this past boys basketball season for 
the Lions. Averaging 13 points per game, with 
a total of 300 points in his career so far, Jahnz 
competed in every game with the highest 
intensity. Jahnz’s incredible season earned 
him First Team All Division as well as Second 

has raised his son while fulfilling his dream of 
playing football. 
     His son, Aidan, is always around Johnson 
as he has obtained a 4.0 gpa at Southern 
University and a degree in criminal justice, 
to set an example to his son of hard work and 
for his personal progress. Johnson shined 
at Southern, being a force on defense by 
receiving interceptions left and right and 
continued to make plays. Johnson is now on an 
NFL roster, but he is still only at the beginning 
of his amazing success story. 
     The NFL draft shapes the future of each 

LHS Sports 2017-18 In Review

Doyle, Thompson, Riendeau, Jahnz and Karraz set the bar high

Sophomore Josh Jahnz is one of the more exceptional LHS athletes who has contributed to 
a his team’s great success this past year. Averaging 13 points per game, Josh has scored 300 
points thus far in his high school basketball career.  Photo:  Jahnz family

team and the league as a whole, every year 
there is the first round bust that doesn’t go as 
planned and a late round pick that turns out to 
be a diamond in the rough. It is now the start of 
the 2018 season, a new set of downs.

For the latest coverage on the 
news you care about, visit us 

on the web at
www.lincolnlionsroar.com and 

follow us on Twitter 
@lincolnhsroar!
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Adam
From page 5

Please turn to next page

throws, and the game would go to overtime. It 
was a deadlock throughout overtime until there 
were eight seconds left, when Mount Pleas-
ant guard Manny Roman hit a shot in the lane 
to put them up 78-76. The crowd behind us 
erupted. Coach Holiday shouted in jubilation 
into the crowd mic:  “They don’t want us to 
win! They don’t want us to win!” They hadn’t 
won yet, though. Hendricken broke through 
the Mt. Pleasant defense on the other end and 
managed to get Fiorito for a wide open layup. 
Then, the unthinkable happened- he missed it. 
A mass of navy blue shirts stormed the court 
behind us, and I had to wade my way through 
the crowd to get to Coach Holiday and Roman. 
It was truly a thrilling experience.
     The next week, I started planning for the 
open tournament games, looking for leads to 
bring up during our next slate of games, start-
ing with LaSalle vs newly minted champions 
Mt. Pleasant. I quickly found one- Roman 
had recently transferred from LaSalle to Mt. 
Pleasant- and I ended up weaving it and other 
stats into my pregame show. The result was 
my most listenable pregame show yet, and 
Dan remarked after my interviews with Coach 
Holiday and LaSalle head coach Simonelli 
how much better I had already gotten. By that 
point, I had started using a formula for my 
questions- the first one would be about offense, 
the second about defense, the third about a 
particular storyline, the fourth about a star 
player, and the fifth about what the key to the 
game would be.
     The second game (Narragansett vs. South 
Kingstown) proved to be tougher, as despite 
having prepared for this one, my interview 
with Coach Boddington ended up being  inter-
rupted by the National Anthem. Complicating 
matters was the fact that South Kingstown 
head coach Roland Fiore initially didn’t 
believe I was going to interview him. I had 
to show him my press pass a couple of times 
before he understood, and even then he was 
short with me. The game proved to be exciting, 
though, as South Kingstown pulled off the 
upset to move on. I didn’t get to see the end, 
though- I was in the locker room interviewing 
Coach Gomes again before the Hendricken- 
Cranston East game. Coach Gomes, as always, 
was a great interview, but I ran into a challenge 
with East’s coach, Isaiah McDaniel. McDaniel, 
a second-year coach, was the least experienced 

of any of the coaches in the tournament. He an-
swered all of my questions quickly, not out of 
rudeness, but more out of nervousness. I could 
tell that my five prepared questions could prob-
ably get me a minute and a half of air time with 
him, but I would still be well short of what I 
needed. So I improvised. Coming up with two 
questions on the spot, I managed to extend my 
interview with Coach McDaniel to the required 
two minutes. As I shook his hand, I breathed a 
sigh of relief. I had been thrown a curveball- 
and I hit it out of the park.
     The two remaining games went by slowly. 
After watching Mt. Pleasant, the most enter-
taining team to watch in the tournament in my 
opinion, and a close battle between close rivals 
South Kingstown and Narragansett, Hen-
dricken beat Cranston East rather easily. The 
nightcap was more of the same- despite star 
point guard Tyler Kolek playing with the flu, 
Cumberland handled Middletown rather easily. 
Dan, Coach Kav, and I remarked on the disap-
pointing end to the day. We all knew, however, 
that it would get bigger and better from here. 
The games would move from CCRI’s gym to 
the Ryan Center. We would move from the 
smaller AM 790 to WPRO during prime time 
on the weekends. And we were headed for a 
historic rematch of an amazing game- Hen-

dricken vs. Mount Pleasant.
     The Ryan Center was certainly easier to 
work with than CCRI’s gym. For one thing, 
we were able to get an internet connection. 
When we talked with the IT guy at CCRI, 
he told us he forgot the Wi-Fi password. We 
also had to sit at a little broad table next to the 
scorer’s table, and I had to frequently interrupt 
our broadcast and tell the subs checking in 
that they couldn’t check in with us- they had 
to move over a little bit to the scorers. The 
folks at the Ryan Center helped solve both 
of these problems quickly. Considering the 
massive size of the place, it was easier to find 
a quiet, secluded spot where I could interview 
coaches without being interrupted by music or 
the National Anthem like what had happened 
during my interview with Coach Boddington.
     I was a little bit intimidated by the sheer 
size of the place. The magnitude of the mo-
ment struck me. I made different notes for 
each of the coaches:
     Coach Holiday- Be straightforward with 
your questions. Don’t be intimidated by what 
other people say about him- he’s a good inter-
viewee. Just ask typical questions.
     Coach Fiore- Prepare a ton of questions. 
Don’t ask him about his defensive game plan 
unless you want him to get angry with you 

over the radio. Don’t focus on star big man 
Keegan Records- he won’t like that either.
     Coach Gomes- Great interview. Ask your 
best questions first- you might not get around 
to asking all of them. Don’t ask him about 
past Hendricken teams, though- that’s the only 
thing that gets him agitated.
     Coach Reedy (Cumberland’s coach)- Ask 
about the flu that’s going through his team at 
the moment. Ask about being the underdog. 
Prepare an extra question just in case, but 
otherwise a normal interview.
     The first game went well. After I got my 
interview with Coach Reedy, I went through 
a good part of the annals of the Ryan Center 
looking for Hendricken’s locker room. When 
I finally found it, I found Coach Gomes, along 
with all of Hendricken’s assistants. “Take a 
seat, Adam,” he said, pointing to one of the 
cushioned chairs next to him. At that point 
I realized Coach Gomes was the only coach 
who had taken the time to learn my name. The 
interview went really well, and I ended it (after 
turning the microphone off) by saying “Coach, 
I’m saying this not as a professional, but as a 
Lincoln guy. Beat the crap out of Cumby.” We 
both laughed, and as I assuaged some of the 
assistants that yes, my microphone was off, I 
left the Hendricken locker room.
     Coach Gomes held up his end of the bar-
gain, and Hendricken moved on to the finals 
rather easily. My job from there, however, got 
a bit more stressful. Now that we were at the 
Ryan Center, it became much harder to reach 
the players and coaches. I beat a guy carrying 
an ABC camera to Coach Gomes and managed 
to get him and Player of the Game Ty Weeks to 
Dan for the postgame interview before every-
body else got to them. After all, as Dan pointed 
out, this was more important for us than it was 
for them. They had all the time in the world- 
we were live. Now I was worried about getting 
interviews for the remaining games.
     I had gotten a recent boost of confidence, 
though. My dad emailed Dan the night before 
the games asking whether he had made scripts 
for me. Dan emailed back, “I’m not worried 
about that. He makes great scripts. He’s got 
this.”
     At the same time, though, I was intimidated 
by the interviews of the second game.. Coach 
Holiday, although nice and a good interview, 
was still an intimidating figure. Coach Fiore 
was my worst interview at the games at CCRI, 

Adam during pre-game chatter with radio host Dan Yorke and 

Fortnite
From page 3

unappealing. Senior Michael Brassard, a per-
son who generally enjoys video games, states, 
“I was going to play it because it looked very 
good quality, but I don’t like the competitive 
nature. It’s very aggressive and fast pace. I like 
more strategy and challenging myself versus 
others.”
     While the currently the game has become 
an addiction world-wide, the real question is, 
will it last? Ruhle put it best when he states, “I 
do believe with the over-saturation of it now 
(on mobile as well), the craze will subside 
quickly.”  

Fillipelli 
From page 1

Reflection
Should 16-year-olds vote?

By Mary Lind
Lion’s Roar Staff

    As soon as I turned 16, 
I pre-registered to vote. 
As someone who’s been a 

political junkie my whole life, knowing I still 
had to wait two more years while our country 
was in the midst of a killer election cycle was 
tortuous, so I took whatever steps I could to 
feel like I was speeding the process along. 
Now I’m 18, and I’m thrilled to finally be able 
to vote.
     But having to wait this long really bothered 
me. During that election cycle, which took 
place mostly during my sophomore and junior 
years, I witnessed and took part in a great deal 
of intelligent and respectful conversations and 
debates around what was happening to our 

country. To be honest, I’d say that the conver-
sations I overheard in the halls of LHS or in 
my group chats were more civil than those that 
I heard from adults or saw in the debates on 
television. We were itching to have our voices 
heard, and to have a say in this election that we 
knew would greatly affect us and our lives for 
decades to come. 
     Recently, a Washington, D.C. city council-
man proposed giving 16 year olds the right to 
vote in both local and federal elections. It was 
proposed in 2015, but never made it past com-
mittee. There are already several communities 
across the country that allow 16 year olds to 
vote in local elections, the first of which was 
Tacoma Park, Maryland, who extended voting 
rights to 16 and 17 year olds for local elec-

tions in 2013. Countries worldwide (including 
Austria, Brazil, Cuba, and Scotland) also allow 
people of this age to vote. 
     The main argument against teenagers of this 
age being able to vote is that they’re apathetic, 
that they don’t care about what’s going on 
in the world around them enough to make 
informed decisions in the voting booth free of 
influence from their parents and other authority 
figures. But people can be influenced by their 
parents or anybody else at any age. And we 
do care about the world around us, contrary to 
popular belief. Yes, some care more than oth-
ers, but the same thing is seen adults. To argue 
that 16 year olds shouldn’t be able to vote just 
because some don’t care and wouldn’t be mak-

ing their decisions based on concrete facts is to 
say that, basically, nobody should vote. In this 
sense, adults and teenagers aren’t that different, 
because you can find plenty of adults that don’t 
care much about their world and vote anyways.
     But, somehow, I don’t think that my genera-
tion is as apathetic as we’re sometimes made 
out to be. Look at the students from Parkland, 
Florida. In the last three months they’ve turned 
their pain into progress and are leading a 
nation-wide movement for gun control reform. 
Regardless of whether you or disagree with 
their stance, you’ve got to admit that their 
strength, determination, and tenacity is a force 
to be reckoned with. 
     Youth are the future, we’re told, you’re 
a generation of change. But we aren’t even       

allowed to have a say in this change until we’re 
eighteen, and (legally) adults. We can drive 
cars at sixteen but can’t check a box in a voting 
booth. We can pay taxes as soon as we make 
enough money per year but we have no say in 
how those dollars are spent. Things appear on 
the ballot about school renovations and student 
loans and countless other issues that directly 
affect our lives but we don’t get a say in what 
happens. 
     This may seem unfair. But it’s unlikely that 
this is going to change anytime soon, and if 
it ever does, we’ll likely have already been 
eligible to vote for years. In the meantime, 
however, there are still other ways that we can 
fight for the changes we believe in. Social me-
dia is a great tool—we can call it like we see it 
and get others to see it, too. We can contact our 
government representatives and tell them how 
we feel. We can study what’s going on around 
us and keep up to date on current events, using 
sources from all across the political spectrum, 
so that when we finally can vote, we have 
further confirmed our own opinions. 
     And, we can register to vote now. As soon 
as you’re 16 you can pre-register to vote, 
which has you fill out the same form as a 
regular voter registration and gets you into the 
system to ensure that you’re all ready to go 
once your 18. We need to make sure that our 
voices are heard, even if right now, we have to 
speak from outside of the voting booth. We are 
the future that is rapidly approaching. Let’s get 
ready for it.

that people will know to keep an extra eye on a 
student who may be struggling.
     “I think it’s a combo,” he said, “of hav-
ing both the exterior security and the interior 
kind of mental health support to fix that.” In 
Lincoln, his first step will be to speak with the 
administrators, to “gather vision and talk about 
our ideas,” and then move forward from there.
     Coming from a family where practically 

everybody (with the exception of his older 
brother, who is a CPA) works in education, Dr. 
Filippelli would spend his summers in school 
buildings with his dad, who was an administra-
tor in the Providence school system. Educa-
tion, he says, is “in [his] blood.”
     After having worked in Scituate for 19 
years, “going somewhere where you can go a 
little bit more as a professional” was the “right 
thing to do.” And Lincoln is just the destina-
tion for him to do it in.
     “I really did consider this a destination 
district,” he said. “There were other superin-
tendent positions that were open, [and] this 
was the only one that I applied to.” 
     One thing that he would tell students in 
Lincoln about him is that he has an “incred-
ibly positive attitude,” and that that’s “number 
one.”
     In addition to this, he’s “always [has] an 
open door,” and he’s been that way since he 
was a teacher. “I think that students should, 
when appropriate, you know, drop me an 
email. Send me an idea,” adding that “[we] 
may not always agree, but you always just sit 
and listen and hear the other person’s side.”
     “That’s kind of how I’ve always run my 
leadership,” he said, “and that’s what I’m go-
ing to do here, too.”

“I don’t thInk that my generatIon Is as 
apathetIc as we’re sometImes made out to be.” 
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telling me when I asked my typical questions 
that he didn’t want to give his game plan away 
and being very short with me. However, I 
got through both interviews easily. The first 
game proved to be a good one. Mt. Pleasant 
was simply the most fun team to watch in 
the tournament, and South Kingstown kept 
it close enough to make the game entertain-
ing, although they were never a real threat to 
win. I grabbed Coach Holiday and point guard 
Charles Martinez quickly, and the tournament 
continued to be a success for me.
     My excitement at getting to watch a re-
match of the D-I title game, though, had to be 
put aside for the new challenge of calling the 
girls’ championship game. I had spent enough 
time watching the boys in the tournament that 
I could come up with questions rather easily. I 
had just learned the names of the girls’ coaches 
moments before I was supposed to interview 
them. Additionally, I couldn’t really go into the 
girls’ locker rooms. Although it was a bit more 
of a challenge, I did what I thought was a good 
enough job and got ready for my interviews 
with Coach Gomes and Coach Holiday.
      The good thing about interviewing Coach 
Holiday is how approachable he is. Coach 
Gomes, as nice as he is, was almost always 
surrounded by assistants and almost never left 
the Hendricken locker room until a couple of 
moments before game time. Coach Holiday, on 
the other hand, was sitting courtside watching 
the girls’ game- he and his team had gotten 
there early enough to watch the games before 
theirs. I interviewed him again, but finished it 
off with a bit of a personal question- “How do 
you want your departing seniors to remember 
playing for Mt. Pleasant and playing under 
you?” I got a better response to that than I had 
to any question I had asked previously. Al-
though he stayed calm, you could tell he knew 
how big the moment was.
     Coach Gomes, as usual, was still in the 
locker room. Eventually I asked Hendricken 
player Sebastian Basilio, who I had once 
played on tn AAU team with, if he could get 
Coach Gomes for me. Sebastian told me to just 
come on in, and when I went in, Coach Gomes 
was eating a salad. When he saw me, he put it 
down, and I ended up getting a three minute 
interview with him. However, I figured it was 
appropriate to let him talk for as long as he 
wanted. It was, after all, the championship.

Team All League. His accomplishments are 
even more impressive considering he still has 
two more seasons left in high school to do even 
more. Jahnz says that he pushes himself every 
day harder than before, and he will always be 
determined to help the Lions succeed. 
     Julien Karraz, a junior football player, had 
himself an outstanding fall season. Karraz 
plays running back for the Lions, and with 
1,806 rushing yards and 22 touchdowns this 
season, he had a huge impact on the success 
of the team. Karraz states this season was, 
“certainly one to be proud of. Not just for me, 
but for the whole team.” Karraz earned himself 
several awards and recognition this season, 
including Offensive MVP, All division, and 
an All State award. Excited for what his next 
and final season will bring, there is no doubt 
Karraz will do big things once again. 
    Other notable commitments include Jayce 
Beaudette, Newbury College, lacrosse; 
Brandon Kelly, Rivier University baseball; 
Greg Salvatore, Curry College, football; 
John Mason- Dean College football, Michael 
Mongelli, Johnson & Wales University 
lacrosse; Steven Andrews, Lasell College; 
baseball; Brie Smith, Salve Regina University 
field hockey; Julia Heroux, Saint Joseph’s 
College, cross country; Matthew Thibadeau, 
Rhode Island College, throwing; and Michael 
Balestra, Suffolk University, throwing.
     Lincoln athletics has made such big strives 
this past year in each and every sport. There 
is only even more greatness to be expected in 
years to come.  

that is caused by a delivery, which has put 
customers at ease.  
     There are a few restrictions to this service, 
however.  It is necessary for customers to have 
a 2015 or later Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, or Ca-
dillac vehicle with an active OnStar account, 
which is the roadside assistance and navigation 
service from General Motors.  Car owners with 
2015 or newer Volvos with a similar service, 
On Call, are also eligible for Amazon in-car 
delivery.  Amazon has said that the service will 
be expanded to other carmakers over time.  
     Customers are unable to receive in-car 
deliveries if they have parked inside gated and 
underground parking garages, since satellite 
signals are often unable to reach those areas.  
The service appears to be aimed at people who 
will often leave their vehicles in easily acces-
sible areas. 
     There are package restrictions as well.  
Packages must not be over 50 pounds, exceed 
26 x 21 x 16 inches, and can’t be valued higher 
than $1,300 or be fulfilled by a third-party 
seller.  
     It is also required that customers be a Prime 
member to receive this service.  
    The promise of in-car delivery could be a 
game changer for some users.  Some don’t 
want to risk having their package swiped from 
their front porch, and some are unable to re-
ceive Amazon orders at work, perhaps because 
the company’s mail room is not secure or the 
employer does not allow it.  And for those 
who live in an unsafe neighborhood, having a 
package being safely delivered to their car is a 
huge deal.   
     Soon, even more people will have the 
option of “in-car delivery” for receiving a 
package.  It will be available in 37 cities and 
surrounding areas, allowing for people every-
where to instantly receive orders.  

should make it stand out. Yet the positioning of 
the plaque doesn’t draw attention, with it being 
tucked between a trophy case (which nearly 
always casts a shadow on it) and  the entrance 
to the 210 hallway. 
      The dedication doesn’t give too much 
information about the man on its own; it men-
tions that Mr. Wildgoose was a science teacher 
who worked for the high school and lived from 
1926 to 1964. Other than that there is nothing 
which can be directly gotten from the plaque 
other than that he was influential enough to 
have a landmark in the school made for him. 
     The plaque also mentions that it is “dedi-
cated to the memory of Lawrence Wildgoose…  
whose vision and character will be forever an 
inspiration to the youth of this community.”
       However, as it seems, that may not be 
wholly true: at least 53 years after the plaque 
was put into place and 54 years after the death 
of the man its dedicated to, very few know 
who he was. Or perhaps, that’s just how it may 
seem. 
      Obviously no students would know about 
him. Even with teachers knowledge about him 
is lacking, which makes sense, what with him 
passing away before many teachers were born, 
and long before they began teaching. 
    However, he is not completely forgotten. 
Former LHS history teacher Mr. Michael Allen 
was a student of Wildgoose and spoke highly 
of him, saying that he “really was able to make 
science engaging.” 
     Other people around the community who 
had him as a teacher also speak very well of 
him. They emphasize the idea that he was a 
kind and charming man. According to many, he 
was able to get people engaged in school and 
he could make science fun. One former student 
of Wildgoose, Rosie-Marie Eckes, remembers 
a demonstration he once had in class:
      “(We) had to do with a vacuum created in 
a test tube. I remember inserting a stick (like a 
coffee stirrer) into the test tube which suddenly 
created a small explosion and fire on the stick. 
It made enough noise to scare me… I jumped 
out of my skin and everyone started laughing.”
      She goes on to recall that “he was a nice 
person, always so friendly” and then she 
reflects on his death.

      “I do still remember… feeling bad because 
he was so nice, and bad for his wife; and think-
ing how young he was,” she said, which is a 
sentiment that many people who knew the man 
in life carry. 
      Lawrence Wildgoose in essence was in 
many ways nothing more than an ordinary 
man. He was kind to all, and cared very deeply 
about the education of his students, not only 
making their learning complete but also inter-
esting and enjoyable. Wildgoose was a beloved 
teacher, one of those educators who seem more 
like a friend than an instructor. 
      It is somewhat common for people to think 
that dedications are meant to commemorate 
people who do great things in life. People who 
belong in history books for shifting the course 
of the Earth and humanity. There is no better 
example than the town of Lincoln itself, named 
in honor of the president who lead the country 
during some of the most tumultuous times in 
America’s history. 
     However, for every name who deserves to 
be remembered for the great things, there may 
be hundreds of people like Lawrence Wild-
goose. People who simply went about their 
everyday life with a friendly disposition and 
positive, caring behaviors. People who may 
not have changed the world, but did change a 
person, or class, or maybe even an entire high 
school.
     And that is who Lawrence Wildgoose truly 
was, a man who bettered the people around 
him and who sadly left the world early, but not 
before leaving his mark on the world around 
him. So whenever you pass the dedication to 
him outside the 210s hallway, in its shadowy 
nook to the side of a trophy case, know that, as 
the plaque itself says, how you live can matter 
far more than how long you do. 

Donald Trump are keeping quiet; these claims 
may have some truth to them, for they have not 
yet been discredited.
     In April, Michael Cohen’s New York 
offices were raided by the FBI. This came 
after a referral made by Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller, who is investigating possible 
Russian collusion during the 2016 Presidential 
Election. Files that relate to the  $130,000 
payment made to Stormy Daniels were seized 
in the raid, though this was not the sole reason 
for the it.
     This pressing story will continue to develop 
in the next few weeks and months. There is 
a chance that there could be an investigation 
on the payments made by Michael Cohen, 
and future developments about these startling 
allegations made by Stormy Daniels are 
expected to unfold.

Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) reported to 
USA Today, “In California, we can lead the 
effort to clean up this mess and implement 
comprehensive, thorough Internet protections 
that put California Internet users and consum-
ers first.”
     Many other states feel the same way as 
Sen. Wiener, leading them to join in in taking 
action against the FCC. Here in RI, Gov. Gina 
Raimondo has her own plan for protecting 
the internet rights of RI citizens. On April 24, 
Raimondo signed an executive order in re-
sponse to the FCC’s repeal. The order requires 
the state internet providers to follow the net 
neutrality regulations defined by the Obama-
era regulation. The General Assembly is now 
considering legislation to make these protec-
tions permanent in order to provide the citizens 
of RI with the internet rights they deserve.
     The buzz that net neutrality is creating also 
suggests that it’ll continue to be a hot topic 
into the 2020 election. A survey conducted by 
Voice of the People found that 86% of citizens 
support net neutrality and come from a good 
portion of both parties. Candidates who wish 
to gain voters can use net neutrality as part of 
platforms. It is an issue that many people are 
concerned about as it affects their lives greatly. 
The need for net neutrality is great, and this 
issue is far from over.

almost everyday. 
     Sadly, teachers are beginning to stop teach-
ing cursive in schools because handwriting 
will be leaving the curriculum soon entirely. 
Students are missing out on intricate finger-
ing by not writing in cursive. Students are not 
using certain muscles in their fingers to write 
cursive anymore, they are using different 
muscles to type on a keyboard. This is not the 
same. Cursive handwriting will not stop all at 
once, but eventually it will disappear. 
     And what will happen to signed signatures? 
Already, 37% of high school students do not 
know how to write a correct cursive signature 
on important paperwork. Will cursive writing 
for important signature matter when you are 
buying a house, or signing a waiver in the 
future? All of these possibilities are becoming 
reality. Slowly, handwriting will all become 
electronic, just like everything else in this 
world. Hopefully I will fulfill my dream of 
teaching my children cursive. I want them to 
enjoy writing and drawing to express their 
thoughts artistically, and cursive writing is 
what influenced me to become an artist. 
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school goes into a lockdown, allows for faculty 
and students to make decisions based on the situ-
ation and independent of what others are doing. 
Teachers can communicate with and alert one 
another through an app called “Safe Schools.” 
They can choose from four options: “We’re OK,” 
“Danger Nearby,” “Send Help,” and “Out of 
Room.” Based on where the danger is, they can 
lockdown (which involves locking and barricad-
ing the doors), counter (throwing items at the 
intruder in self-defense), evacuate, or any combi-
nation of the three. 
      “ALICE basically says in that moment, you 
have to do what you have to do to survive, to 
delay, [and] to escape,” said Gould.
     “This is not the time to goof off,” warned 
Officer Cavanaugh, “[because] your life could 
depend on it.”
     These drills will added to the 15 fire drills per 
year and “Dr. Bacon” and evacuation drills, ac-
cording to Captain Gould. He added that the skills 
that the LHS community will learn from ALICE 
can be applied in other situations beyond high 
school as well, including college campuses and 
movie theaters. He would like to see these ALICE 
drills done once a year, because “at the end of the 
day, this is what’s going to save your life.”      
     “Don’t just sit there,” he said to the crowd, 
“don’t be a victim. Fight for yourself. Fight for 
your classmates.”
     The day after the training, Lincoln High 
School had an ALICE drill. During second period, 
an announcement was made over the intercom 
saying that there was an intruder in the new 
cafeteria. Based on this information, teachers and 
students across the school sprung into action. 
     “I decided to lockdown or barricade the door 
to provide a barrier to entry, while the class also 
prepared to fight or flee,” said math teacher Mr. 
Jeff Bitton, whose classroom is just down the hall 
from the new cafeteria. “I felt keeping all three 
options open was a good strategy, so that we 
could adjust to a fluid situation.”
     “It was a bit strange,” he added, “watching 
my students piling up desks at the doorway. The 
thought of an intruder in the building trying to 
harm my students, myself or other staff members 
was a chilling notion to consider.”
     For students, the event was just as surreal.
     “The ALICE drill was a very strange experi-
ence for me,” said senior Natalie Westrick. 
“After doing years of lockdowns it felt strange 
to switch to actively doing something to protect 
ourselves but I think that conscious switch is very 
important.”
     Westrick, who was in Bitton’s statistics class at 
the time of the drill, said that while she felt very 
safe, the experience “was still very surreal.” 
     “It still amazes me that we live in a world 
where all of this is necessary,” she said, “but I 
feel so much more comfortable knowing that 
many of my fellow students and teachers feel the 
same way.”
     Kayla Piggott, a sophomore, told WLHS news 
that she thought that the drill was “great.” 
     “I’m really happy that our school,” she said, 
“and schools in general are taking the bigger step. 
And if we can’t get, like, gun laws under control, 
then at least we can take another step to keep 
everybody safe.”
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