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     For Jordan Souza, this isn’t her first rodeo.
     Every Wednesday and Friday after school, you 
can most likely find her in the auditorium, marking 

various dance combinations on stage. Her face says it all; one can practi-
cally see the cogs turning in her brain as she counts out each step, follow-
ing a rhythm only she is capable of hearing. Her friends will often joke that 

Jordan’s brain isn’t 
always connected to 
her body, but right 
now, it is clear the two 
are perfectly in sync. 
     Right now, she 
is alone on the vast 
stage, but before long 
the other members of 
the Girls Chorus Line 
ensemble will join her 
as they begin rehearsal 
for the upcoming 
Variety Show this 
March. Once they do, 
Jordan slips right into 
choreographer mode, 
teaching the rest of the 
dancers the combina-
tions she had been 
aimlessly marking just 
moments ago. While 
still remaining profes-
sional and productive, 
Jordan is her person-
able and bubbly self; 
making an occasional 

joke or silly comment to get a laugh out of the girls. 
     It’s hard to believe that just three years ago, Jordan was a wide eyed fresh-
man herself, hoping for a spot in that year’s variety show. Like many other 
students at Lincoln, this production was something Jordan knew she wanted 
to be a part of for a long time. “I would always say, ‘that’s going to be me 
someday,’” Souza says, “and now it’s someday and here we are.”
     Fortunately, her dream came true. She was cast for that year’s Hip Hop 
ensemble, and was cast once again in the ensemble for the show’s 50th anni-
versary the following year. Jordan recalls, “Freshman year I honestly couldn’t 
believe I made Hip Hop. I remember being in a pure state of shock. I didn’t 
even know what I was going to do with myself because I was like, ‘this is the 
beginning and this is the start of me reaching my goal by senior year.’”
     In 2017, Jordan was able to experience her first taste of that kind of 
leadership when she was selected to choreograph the Boy Girl Chorus Line 

    It’s 
Au-

gust 2018, the first day of your 
senior year. As you wind your 
way down the 
road towards 
Lincoln High 
School, your 
home outside 
of home for 
the past three 
years, you 
are overcome 
by a wave 
of nostalgia. 
Although you 
still have a 
long way to 
go until June, 
you cannot 
help but to 
reminisce 
on the fond 
memories you 
have of your 
high school 
career. As you 
pull into the 
parking lot, 
you reflect 
on how every 
inch of this school is infused with 
these details of this past chapter 
of your life, how each classroom 
and turn of the hallway will 
forever be imprinted in your own 
personal story. 
     Out of pure habit, you begin to 
make your way to the front doors 
of the school. Or what used to 
be the front, anyway. However, 
the familiar set of doors are not 
waiting for you as they were for 

the past three years. Instead you are 
greeted by mere rubble and ruin, a 
construction site both unfamiliar and 
rather disagreeable. For a moment, 

it is all you can do to stand in awe at 
the shocking site. 
     Soon you are directed to your 
left, across the former administrative 
parking spots to what was once the 
entrance to the north wing. You take 
tentative steps forward, still having 
a difficult time processing what you 
are seeing. You had heard about the 
renovation of the school, of course; 
it had been the talk of the town the 
year prior. Despite this, the upcom-

ing changes had not hit you until this 
very moment, and hit you they did. 
Like walking into a brick wall, the 
impact is jarring. 

     

A quick look to your right reveals 
much of the same scene to which 
you were acquainted with earlier. 
From the former welcoming offices 
of Mrs. Karen Kruth and Mr. Chris 
Smith all the way past guidance is 
unrecognizable. The center where 
you checked in late more often than 
you would like to admit; the library 
where you spent time pouring over 
the books for countless school proj-

What we need to know about 
the Russian inquiry

     College 
scholarships 
aren’t just 

for people with high GPAs and 
great SAT scores. Some scholarship 
awarding organizations have decided 
to divert away from the trend of re-
warding academic achievement, and 
instead offer scholarships based on 
unique talents, unorthodox interests, 
creativity, or just unusual circum-
stances. There are some scholarships 
that range from simply unique, to 
quirky, to downright bizarre, but all 
of them are worth applying for if you 
meet the requirements. Any scholar-
ship you receive now, will decrease 
your college payments later. 
    According to Yes College, one of the strangest scholarships available right 
now is “Stuck At Prom” DUCK brand scholarship. This is a unique oppor-
tunity for high school students to get creative. In this years contest, there 
will be two grand prize winners that will be granted $10.000 in scholarship 
money. There will be one dress and one tuxedo winner, as well as four win-
ners in each of the categories that win $100.
     Students can make an extravagant dress or tuxedo made out of strictly 
duct tape. Shoes can be decorated, bow ties, belts, clutches, corsages, 
boutonnieres, and flowers can all be made with duct tape for an increased 
chance of winning. All you have to do is state how many rolls of duct tape 
was used, how many hours it took to make, and send in a photo and you are 
entered to win.  If you have a 
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Go to Prom in Duct Tape 
and other ways to earn thousands in scholarships

 Even be-
fore Trump 
became 

elected as president of the United 
States of America there was serious 
consideration as to whether or not he 
was colluding with Russians in order 
to support his campaign. 
     The investigation began with 
James Comey, the former director of 
the Federal Bureau of Intelligence, 
who was initially put in charge of 
investigating the possibility of Rus-
sian collusion in the 2016 Presiden-
tial Election. However, after making 
some progress with the investigation 
he was removed from his position by 
Donald Trump on May 9th, 2016. 
     After that the Russian investiga-
tion began to be lead by Special 
Counsel of the FBI, Robert Muel-
ler. The first major actions Mueller 
preformed was making indictments 
against Paul Manafort, a former 
campaign advisor to Trump, and 
Rick Gates, an associate to Manafort 
who also assisted with the Trump 
campaign. 
     Additionally, George Papadopou-
los, who was initially investigated by 
Comey, pleaded guilty to lying under 
oath to Mueller’s team. The informa-
tion he delivered basically directly 

showed that the Trump campaign 
worked with officials from Russia in 
order to expose “dirt” on the Clinton 
Campaign. 
     Papadopoulos claimed that he 
even met with a “female Russian 
national” who is suspected to be 
the niece of Vladimir Putin. All 
this while he was working with the 
Trump Campaign. 
    For a long while the reports 
Papadopoulos made seemed to be 
the only serious evidence that the 
Mueller investigation had and while 
it may seem like very incriminating 
information, the trustworthiness of 
his accounts have been brought into 
question. 
      More recently, Rick Gates, 
one of the initial indictments, was 
recently dropped of all charges after 
signing to a “plea deal”. The sup-
posed logic being that Gates will be 
able to supply information against 
his associate Paul Manafort, who 
currently is sticking to the idea of 
there being no collusion. 
      Another individual who has been 
sticking to the idea that there is “NO 
COLLUSION” is President Donald 
Trump. He has repeatedly claimed 
that the entire controversy is a false-
hood made by Democrats to defend 

their loss in the election. 
     However, as the investigation 
continues it has become clear that 
there most definitely was an influ-
ence to the election. 
     In the middle of February there 
were indictments made involving 
13 Russians who used social media 
to plant ideas in America. These 
individuals ran or were a part of 
companies which served to influence 
American politics. This was done 
through a series of ways.
     Firstly there were cases of them 
posing on social media as fake activ-
ists or fake American citizens. They 
also spread right wing supporting 
ideals, along with pro Trump ideas 
via the internet. Additionally, more 
than $100,000 was spent on ads for 
Facebook  This was done to sway 
the election for Donald Trump to be 
more favorable to win. Not to men-
tion these individuals were connect-
ed with the Russian Government. 
     With all this information in 
mind, and all the countless pieces of 
evidence which have been brought 
up in the investigation, it is clear that 
Russians had ties in the presidential 
election. 
    However, there are questions 

Assistant Director of Show, Jordan Souza sells V-
Show tickets during lunch.  Photo by Kate Swanson
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I am angry. I am hopeful.

Alexandra Theroux
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     I am angry.
     I am angry because we live in a 
time where school shootings have 
earned the label of an epidemic. 
A time in which educational 
institutions have been transformed 
from safe havens of learning to 
potential battlegrounds. Where 
national discord is characterized 
more so by political agendas than 
by genuine sorrow over the actual 
heartbreaking tragedies that prompt 
the discussions. Where so many 
people are concerned more with 
their right to own semi-automatic 
weapons capable of mass destruction 
than with the 17 innocent lives 
brutally taken away and the countless 
before them. 
     I am angry because of the 
millions of people who have, until 
recently, been silenced about their 
experiences with sexual assault. The 
millions of people who were hurt 
in one of the worst possible ways 
but had to hide because of a society 
so prone to rejection and victim 
blaming. A society that teaches 
people to cover up and lay low more 
than it teaches that no means no. 
     I am angry because there are 
people in this world struggling to 
find food to eat while others can 
afford to have multiple homes and 
other unnecessary luxuries. I am 
angry because people are still judged 
and hated on the basis of simple 
attributes such as the color of their 
skin or the people that they love. I 
am angry because there are people 
everywhere dealing with domestic 
and other types of abuse, the targets 
of physical, mental and emotional 
pain for the very people who are 
supposed to be their biggest allies. 

I am angry because mental illness 
is still seen as personal weakness 
and because there is still no cure 
for cancer. For all of this and much 
more, I am angry. 
     However, I am also thankful. 
     I am thankful because I live in a 
country where I have the freedom 
to speak and believe what I want. 
A country where I have the right to 
an education and the opportunity to 
make a future for myself. 
     I am thankful for the survivors 
of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School and their courageous 
fight for change. I am thankful for 
the many who stand by them, who 
are willing to do what it takes to 
make things right. 
     I am thankful for the average 7 
million people who donate blood 
for those in need each year. I am 
thankful for modern medicine and 
the cures it has produced for fatal 
diseases such as smallpox, SARS 
and polio. I am thankful that over 
two dozen countries now have 
marriage equality. 
     I am thankful that the ozone 

layer is repairing itself. I am 
thankful that life expectancy 
continues to rise while rates of child 
mortality and teenage pregnancy 
are declining. I am thankful for 
the many organizations such as the 
Thirst Project that are devoted to 
making the world a better place, 
organizations that anyone can join. 
For all of this and much more, I am 
thankful.
     The world can seem like a 
pretty awful place, especially when 
you take even a quick glimpse at 
the news headlines on any given 
day. Some days, probably the vast 
majority of them, it seems like there 
is no escape from the reaches of 
atrocities such as violence, poverty 
and hate. Like we are perpetually 
within the grasp of negativity. 
     The important thing to remember 
is, for all of the terribleness in the 
world, there is even more good. 
There is always a bright side, and 
although it may take stumbling 
through the darkness to find it, it is 
worth it in the end. 
     

Teachers Are The 
Real Heroes

By Hannah Leopold-Brandt
Lion’s Roar Staff

Being a teacher is not the easiest job 
in the world. As students, we some-
times forget that. All we care about 
is our grades and wanting them to be 
in as soon as possible and complain-
ing when they are not. However, a 
teacher’s day does not end when the 
bell rings 
like ours 
do. They 
have 
countless 
hours of 
correct-
ing to do 
on top of 
prepping 
for the 
next day. 
Not to 
mention 
that a lot 
of class-
room 
necessi-
ties that we take for granted come 
from the teachers as the school does 
not have the necessary budget to 
truly fund the classrooms. Teaching 
is one of the hardest jobs to do, yet 
our teachers are the ones that usually 
get walked all over when it comes to 
space, budget, and time.
     My mom has been an elementary 
school teacher for as long as I can 
remember. She has worked at differ-
ent schools around the state over the 
years, but I can always remember 
one thing that remained constant: 
she always put everything she had 
into the classroom. I can remem-
ber going to the “teacher store” an 
hour away with her so she could 
buy fun decorations for the season 
to decorate her classroom or so she 
could buy items for a new activity 
she discovered from a colleague. I 
remember swimming in the pool at 
the YMCA while my mom sat off to 
the side in a lawn chair so she could 
finish her school work and attain her 
masters degree. Not to mention the 
days when she would spend hours 
upon hours tracing, cutting, gluing, 
and laminating pieces of construc-
tion paper, in a laminator she bought 
herself may I add, all so that her 

students would have a fun way to 
learn the alphabet. 
     My mom put her sweat, tears, 
and money into her classroom all 
for wages that are lower than they 
should be. However, she never once 
thought twice about doing it for her 
students. Without the effort put forth 
by our teachers, most of our class-

rooms 
would 
be empty 
white 
walls, 
and our 
assign-
ments 
would be 
plain and 
boring 
with little 
excite-
ment. 
Even the 
smallest 
things 
we take 

for granted, such as a box of tissues, 
are provided by our teachers, yet one 
of the first things to lose funding in 
the federal budget is the education 
system. 
     After the recent events in Park-
land, Florida, the Trump adminis-
tration is proposing the solution of 
giving every teacher training and a 
gun in order to protect their students. 
As a daughter of a teacher, I say that 
is absolute bunk. My first question 
becomes, where will the money for 
that come from? Would you be will-
ing to take a portion of the military 
spending, the piece of the budget 
that the government spends the most 
money on, to fund this expedition? 
Or will you expect each school 
system to pay for that? If you expect 
each school system to pay, you will 
be sadly mistaken. Most teachers are 
underpaid, and this is a fact that is 
well known. If school systems can-
not even afford to pay their teachers 
the money they deserve or to pay to 
help make the classrooms an excit-
ing learning space, then how could 
they possibly afford to give every 
teacher training and a gun? And if 
you think teachers will invest this 

  Between #MeToo and #TimesUp 
alone, the fight for gender equality 
has been so prominent that at this 
point if you are not aware of what 
is going on, you best catch up on a 
little reading. While many milestones 
have been achieved within the past 
year, the World Economic Forum’s 
2017 Global Gender Gap Report 
said that we are still over 200 years 
away from gender parity. That’s 
almost three lifetimes. As a result, a 
new hashtag, #PressforProgress, was 
born. It encourages everyone to stand 
together in order to create a more 
gender inclusive tomorrow. 
     March 8, 2018 saw a slew of 
females across the world fight-
ing for their rights. In Puerta del 
Sol, Madrid, there were about 120 
protests scheduled throughout the 
day. And my personal favorite thing 
about these protests was that in addi-
tion to the slogans shouted, women 
also banged pots and pans for what 
I thought had an added effect. In 
Karachi and Islamabad, Pakistan, 
activists pushed for an end of “honor 

killings”, along with more female 
representation in Pakistani lawmak-
ing. Approximately 1,000 women 
are killed in “honor killings” each 
year, NPR reported in 2016. 
     For most of us in Lincoln, we 
spent International Women’s Day 
under our blankets and enjoying the 

snow day. Including me. And that’s 
okay. I have an immense amount 
of admiration and respect for the 
women in Spain clanging their pots 
and pans and demanding equality. I 
am moved by these Middle Eastern 
women, living in some of the most 
female-oppressive countries in the 
world, fighting for their basic right 
to a life. And I feel lucky that I live 
in a country, though I know it isn’t 
perfect by any means, where I have 
the ability to live my life the way 
I choose. Because not everyone is 
afforded that. 
     In a town that is so small  that 
lies in the midst of a world that is so 
large, it is easy to feel like there is 
little the population of Lincoln High 
School can do. But in reality, prog-
ress can only occur by something 
changing. 
     Progress is defined as, “forward 
or onward movement toward a 
destination.” And if the destination is 
equality, then it starts with us. So far, 
it looks like we have a pretty good 
head start. 

Hashtags speak to recent progress
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Parkland, FL tragedy changes 
the way we look at school

      
Five 
years 

after the fateful day of the Sandy 
Hook school shooting, schools are 
continuing to push for stricter gun 
laws and tighter security.  People 
are determined to never al-
low the incident that killed 
twenty children and six 
educators to ever occur again 
in the future.  
     In the aftermath of the 
shooting, an organization 
known as Sandy Hook Prom-
ise was cofounded by the 
parents of first grade victims 
Daniel Barden and Dylan 
Hockley, along with other 
Newton families.  This well-
known organization educates 
people on how to recognize 
warning signs that someone 
may be exhibiting a tendency 
toward violence,  including 
incidents of aggression and 
bullying, a fascination with guns 
and/or access to them, lost interest in 
school, and if they have threatened to 
harm themselves or others.  
     Steve Karl, a town councilor, ex-
plains, “you want somebody who has 
a very keen sense of knowing when 
something doesn’t quite feel right.”
      In 2013, the group made an ef-
fort to pass a federal law that bans 
certain semi-automatic weapons 
and expands background checks 

Remembering Sandy Hook: The 
Fight for Gun Control

for criminals while purchasing 
guns.  This was ultimately a failed 
effort, although the group did have 
seventeen Sandy Hook families who 
lobbied forty nine senators over the 
course of seven days.  
     Following this effort, the Sandy 

Hook Promise began to focus on 
community-based prevention pro-
grams, education, and public service 
campaigns which were all designed 
to change “gun violence acceptance 
attitudes and behaviors,” said Nicole 
Hockley, mother of victim Dylan 
Hockley. 
     While many states leave it up to 
local school boards to decide, there 
are state laws addressing the require-
ments for school safety officers.  

Connecticut, along with other states, 
has weighed legislation in order to 
impose standards for non-police 
security to be inside schools.  In Ar-
kansas, a law passed in 2015 states 
minimum training requirements on 
important subjects such as active-

shooter training 
and limitations on 
security officer 
authority.  
     The approach 
of having bolster 
security, espe-
cially at elemen-
tary schools, is 
cheaper and also 
less intrusive than 
assigning sworn 
police since 
they instead hire 
retired officers, 
firefighters, and 
other responsible, 
trusted adults.   
However, this ap-

proach has also had people question-
ing the consistency of training and 
standards.  
     According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, the percent 
of primary US public schools with 
one or more security officer on duty 
at least once during the week has 
risen from 26.2 percent as of the 
2005-06 school year to 28.6 percent 
in the 2013-14 school year.

We are two 
months into 
the new 

year and there have already been 
eight shootings at schools that have 
resulted in injuries or deaths. 
     On Valentine’s day, Nikolas Cruz 
carried an AR-15 assault rifle into 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School. 17 innocent 
souls unfortunately were 
unable to survive the shots of 
the gunman. 
     Nikolas Cruz, age 19, was 
recently expelled from his 
former high school in Park-
land, Florida as a senior for 
disciplinary reasons. He was 
known to be a ‘disturbed stu-
dent’ as he had made threats 
about becoming a profes-
sional shooter before. FBI 
Special Agent, Rob Lasky 
said during a press confer-
ence after the shooting, “In 
2017, the FBI received information 
about a comment made on a You-
Tube channel. The comment simply 
said, ‘I’m going to be a professional 
school shooter.’ No other informa-
tion was included with that comment 
which would indicate a time, loca-
tion or the true identity of the person 
who made the comment. The FBI 
conducted database reviews, checks, 
but was unable to further identify 
the person who actually made the 
comment.”  
     Cruz is an orphaned young adult 
who moved in with a new fam-
ily after his mother’s passing in 
November of 2017. He kept guns 
in his room, took pictures of them 
and used social media to show his 
interests in weapons. 
     Valentine’s Day at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
was no normal day. It had been a 
special day, actually. Carnations 
were being sold throughout the day 

as well as in the cafeteria. Laughs, 
hugs, and love filled the hallways as 
high school sweethearts were buying 
flowers for one another to make the 
day even more special. Fundrais-
ers were taking place for the tennis 
team. Students were signing up for 
the National English Honor Society. 

Students were paying for their 
graduation ring. The day would go 
on but shorty prior to the last bell of 
the day, this high school in Parkland, 
Florida became the victim of one 
of the deadliest school shootings in 
U.S. history.
     Schools in the United States are 
required to have annual fire drills 
during school hours. In the morning 
of the school day, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School had a fire drill. 
Little did they know, the fire alarm 
would be pulled again. 
     Confusion struck the students, as 
Nikolas Cruz activated the fire alarm 
near the east stairway where he had 
entered. The second fire alarm of the 
day? Why was this happening?
     Cruz arrived at his former school 
at 2:19, after taking an Uber. He 
purposefully made his way toward 
the freshman building. 
     Pulling the fire alarm to draw the 
students into the hallway, Cruz took 

his AR-15 assault rifle out of his bag 
and began firing. He began walking 
through the halls as screams echoed 
the building. 
     A nightmare was occuring. Chaos 
had struck Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School. 
     Cruz continued to fire into 

random classrooms, includ-
ing killing a beloved member 
of the community who had 
jumped in front of students to 
save their life. Football coach 
and teacher, Aaron Feis, age 
37 was struck by the gunman 
and later died on his way to 
the hospital. Friend of Aaron 
Feis, Denis Lehtio said, "He 
died the same way he lived 
-- he put himself second.” 
Former student of Mr. Feis, 
Colton Haab, a 17-year-old 
junior told a CNN reporter 
that he witnessed Mr. Feis 
running toward the sounds of 

gunshots. 
     Students were petrified. Cruz 
dropped his assault rifle along with 
his vest and then left the school and 
mixed in with other students who 
were fleeing the scene. He went to 
Walmart, purchased a drink at Sub-
way, and then went to McDonald’s. 
     After exiting McDonald’s, nearly 
an hour and a half since the begin-
ning of the shooting, Nikolas Cruz 
was arrested at 3:41 p.m. He had 
been identified as the shooter and 
was taken into police custody.
     Seventeen fatalities. More than 
12 others injured. 
     Shortly later, Nikolas Cruz was 
charged with 17 counts of premedi-
tated murder. 
     After the shooting, President 
Donald Trump Tweeted, “My 
prayers and condolences to the 
families of the victims of the terrible 

     Following Ivanka Trump’s trip to South 
Korea to observe the 2018 Winter Olympics, 
tension has been reported in the White House.  

Two people involved with the situation notified CNN that the decision to 
send Ms. Trump to South Korea did not sit well with the senior officials of 
the West Wing.  US delegation was concerned, especially with North Korea’s 
nuclear threat to the US and the tensions across the Korean Peninsula.
     The concerns of chief of staff John Kelly of Ms. Trump included that she 
has minimal experience in government or diplomacy, and that she has not 
played a major role in discussions concerning North Korea. 
     These concerns were aired in private, according to people close to this 
matter.  Kelly had been advised that it would be no use to oppose Ms. Trump 
as the delegation’s leader, since his opinion would only be shut out.  
     White House officials, however, reported that Ms. Trump’s trip had been 

in the works for several weeks, disputing the notion of any tension, and also 
included that Ms. Trump was not in negotiations with South Korea, instead 
she would be stating administration policy.  
      Although Ms. Trump interacts only in a limited matter to most of the 
White House staff, there is much resentment towards her in the West Wing.  
This resentment is anything between the blurring of the lines of her apparel 
company to officials who feel that they are more suited for the high-profile 
roles that she often takes on.  And while the president usually does not 
consider her advice on serious policy debates, to the West Wing she is seen as 
one of the only people who is able to calm President Trump when he is in an 
angry mood.  
     There is currently no modern day precedent for Ms. Trump’s role in the 
White House, which makes for difficult moments regarding her position.  
     Kelly has worked to instill a military-style hierarchy to the West Wing.  
     President Donald Trump confidently says of Kelly, “He’s going to do 
what’s right for the country, and I have no doubt he’ll make the right deci-
sion.”
      The Olympics episode led to people questioning whether Ms. Trump was 
traveling as a senior advisor or the first daughter, which is a distinction that 
administration officials say has softened as Trump’s administration begins 
its second year in office.  The Trump administration made it clear that Ms. 
Trump was leading the delegation as an administration official, rather than a 
family member of President Trump.  
     Ms. Trump oversaw a US senator, the White House press secretary, the de 
facto ambassador in Seoul, and members of the US military.  She also spoke 
on behalf of the delegation when arriving in South Korea, and was the hon-
ored guest to have dinner at the presidential Blue House in Seoul.  
     Ms. Trump had discussed more than the Olympics on her South Korea 
trip.  She had provided information on new economic sanctions against North 
Korea, and according to a senior administration official, discussed the US’s 
effort on the joint maximum pressure campaign against North Korea.  
     She also took on the role as President Trump’s daughter when questioned 
about his sexual misconduct allegations, saying to the NBC News US broad-
caster of the Olympic Games, “I think it’s a pretty inappropriate question to 
ask a daughter, if she believes the accusers of her father, when he’s affir-
matively stated that there’s no truth to it.  I don’t think that’s a question you 
would ask many other daughters.”
     Different occasions in the future will undoubtedly be affected by the 
growing tension in the White House, as did Ms. Trump’s visit to South Korea.  
It appears that Ms. Trump’s actions will continue to be questioned by mem-
bers of the West Wing, which may lead to issues with decision making in the 
country’s future.  

Ivanka’s Olympic Trip 
Causes Tension 

By Jessica Iasimone
Lion’s Roar Staff

An LHS senior expresses her position. Photo by Mary Lind
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  There is currently no modern day precedent 
for Ivanka Trump’s role in the White House.

   
In the halls, you may hear the murmur of seniors 
discussing the Shakespearean play, Othello.  The 
play is one of the required readings of the English 12 

curriculum. If you are a student of Mr. Griffin’s, you know that he does his best to 
make the classes as engaging as possible, using supplemental material to help his 
students learn.  Mr. Griffin states that the best way to understand Shakespeare’s 
works is by seeing them on stage and not by reading them in a classroom setting. 
     When Mr. Griffin learned of Trinity Repertory Company’s version of Othello, 
he urged his students experience the classic literature that was being studied in 
class. The play focuses on many prevalent issues that plague society: racism, sex-
ism, jealousy, and betrayal.
    Trinity Rep’s Othello was an exhilarating performance that was executed 
wonderfully. The first half, which was composed of the first three acts of the play, 
was steady paced and brought up many questions about Iago’s loyalty through his 
cunningly chilling take on the sly Shakespearean trickster. The final act left the 
audience in a complete sense of shock, with an abrupt ending.
     The title character was played by Jude Sandy. Sandy portrayed Othello’s 
demise into a smooth downfall of human morality in such a beautiful manner, it 
was hard to understand the true weight that Iago’s manipulations took on him. His 
performance was strong and portrayed Shakespeare's portrait of an unraveling 
mind amid a society engulfing and destroying its very best.
     . Rebecca Gibel stole the show in her strong and beautiful interpretation of 
Desdemona.  The modern-day women’s rights movement most likely influenced 
her performance. Desdemona struggles with being a female in a male dominated 
setting, even to the end of the play.  
     Instead of having Othello set in 1622, director Whitney White set Trinity’s 
production in the modern era. The result of her chilling retelling in modern time 
leads the audience to reflect upon humanity in many ways.
     Members in the LHS community that have seen this production have gained 
a deeper understanding of the work being studied within the English 12 curricu-
lum.  There is a true magic when what you are learning in class transitions into the 
world outside of the classroom, and Othello’s legacy was exposed on the stage.

By Kristen Laliberte
Lion’s Roar Staff

Othello:  From page to play
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March is endometriosis month
    According 
to the Endome-
triosis Founda-

tion of American, about 175 million women 
worldwide are affected by endometriosis. An 
estimated one out of 10 women in the United 
States are affected by this disease. Endometrio-
sis occurs when the tissue that lines the uterus 
is found in the outside regions of the uterus (so 
where the tissue should not be). Most of the 
time it is misdiagnosed and mistreated.  
    There is a myth that endometriosis starts 
in women during their 20s but it can occur in 
girls when they first experience their period. 
This disease mostly affects women in their re-
productive years, between the ages twenty-five 
to thirty-five but it can also affect girls in their 
youth as young as eleven.  
    Different symptoms of endometriosis are 
killer cramps, long periods, heavy menstrual  
flow, bowel and urinary disorders, nausea and/
or vomiting, infertility, chronic fatigue and 
many others. Another myth is that pregnancy 
can cure endometriosis, but the actual truth is 
that there is no cure for this disease, pregnancy 
causes a reduction of the symptoms due to the 
increase of progesterone in the body.  
    While there is no cure for this disease, 
there are different things that can help reduce 
the symptoms. One way is a deep-excision, 
which is when the surgeon carefully excises or 
removes the entire lesion from wherever it is 
found during a laparoscopic excision surgery. 
     This includes the tissue beneath the surface. 
Another way is a cold-excision, which is when 
a surgeon uses a laser to try destroy and burn 
the disease off. Another way is other different 
forms of surgery that a doctor suggests. A myth 
is that a hysterectomy will cure endometriosis 
but actually since they only removed the uterus 
and not the lining, the patients will continue to 
show the symptoms. 
    There is a freshman at Lincoln High School 
that has endometriosis. Her name is Sarah 
Votta. Her journey with endometriosis began 
four years ago. When she was ten, she had 
gotten her first period and by the time she was 
eleven, she knew something was wrong. 
     Every month she would miss at least three 
days of school due to cramps and the pain she 
was in. She would go and see her pediatrician 
every month and they would always tell her 
to take Advil and Tylenol, but it never seemed 
to help. Once she was twelve, she was finally 
old enough to go see a pediatric gynecologist 
and that is when she first started the pill, but 

that only helped for a few months. She once 
had ended up in the emergency room and the 
doctors thought it was her appendix, but it was 
just her cramps. After running many tests, they 
still had no explanation for the pain, and she 
was lucky enough to not have her appendix 
taken out. 
    After being discharged from the hospital, 
her mom called the doctors to set up an ap-
pointment right away. When she got into the 
appointment the doctors completely brushed 
her off and told her that there was no way she 
was in that much pain. Leaving the appoint-
ment, she started bawling her eyes out thinking 
she was crazy. By the time she was thirteen, 
she was able to see her mom's gynecologist. 
Within fifteen minutes of the appointment, the 
doctor could already tell she had extreme signs 
of endometriosis. After doing some research, 
Sarah and her mom found the endometriosis 
center at Boston Children’s Hospital. During 
an appointment at Boston, the doctor explained 
that the only way to really diagnose her was 
through surgery. A surgery was scheduled for 
April of 2017. During this surgery, they found 
she had stage two endometriosis.  
    Part of Sarah’s treatments include taking a 
hormone birth control pill every day and skip-
ping the week of the placebos at the bottom so 
she never gets her menstrual period. By taking 
this pill and making sure she does not get her 
period, it stops the endometriosis from grow-
ing where it should not be. 
     Along with pain killers and hormone birth 
control pills, she also takes anxiety medicines.  
Having a chronic illness and all of the doctors' 
appointments and other matters that interfere 
with her daily life can cause her anxiety to 
heighten.   
    Living with endometriosis is something 
Sarah will have to deal with for the rest of her 
life. She says that it is something that affects 
her emotionally, mentally and physically. Some 
days are good, but then some days are bad.  
Sarah, however, always has to stay positive. 
She’s not always able to go to school or see 
her friends because of her pain. Some days the 
pain is so bad that she can't even walk to the 
bathroom or open her pill bottles since she is 
so weak. Her heating pad and her Livia, which 
is a portable tens unit, has probably become 
her best friend. One thing that is very difficult 
for her to deal with is that fact that people 
either do not care why she can’t go out or not 
really understanding what’s going on with her. 
    One of the worst things that happened to her 

before she was di-
agnosed was having 
people think that all 
her pain was in her 
head or she’s crazy. 
Her worst experi-
ence was people 
not asking her to do 
things just because 
they assumed she 
wasn’t feeling up 
to it.  
    Sarah’s days 
normally start at 
6:30 when she gets 
woken up to take 
her medicine and 
eat some breakfast, 
and that is how she 
accesses how she 
feels, where her pain 
is and if she can 
come to school or 
not.  On her worst 
days, her mom has 
to open her pills bottles since she is so weak 
and bring breakfast down to her because she is 
in so much pain. If she goes to school, she will 
leave around 10:00. She’ll go home and take 
a nap after just three hours of school since she 
is so exhausted but will wake up around 12:00 
for lunch. In the afternoon, she’ll do whatever 
work she can to try and keep her grades up. 
    During the afternoon, she goes off to physi-
cal therapy and sometimes she’ll even have 
more than one doctor’s appointments. After 
doctors' appointments and physical therapy, 
she’ll come home and watch some TV or listen 
to music because everyone needs a little down 
time.  Once her mom comes home from work, 
they’ll eat dinner together.  Sometimes Sarah 
will have her tutor over to help make up some 
work or they’ll call her sister who is in college 
in North Carolina. After that, she spends some 
time with her mom but also does some more 
homework. Most nights, she’ll try and do yoga, 
since she does not get much physical activity, 
and it helps to relieve her symptoms. After 
yoga, she’ll take a shower, take her nightly 
medications and then go to bed.  
    All of the pain she has differs from day to 
day along with hour to hour. Her pain is nor-
mally in her lower pelvis and is a dull stabbing 
pain. On a scale from one to ten, Sarah can go 
from a four or a five to a nine within twenty 
minutes. Her pain levels all depend on her 

mood, her environment and what she’s eating. 
For Sarah herself, her pain is mostly caused 
by stress and her emotions. Doing something 
stressful and nerve racking will instantly inten-
sify her symptoms.
    In addition to having crippling pain she also 
experiences gastrointestinal symptoms. Sarah 
on a trial medication called Linzess that is cur-
rently not FDA approved for under 18. She is 
also part of the woman’s health study at Boston 
Children’s Hospital called “Adolescence to 
Adulthood” where a wide range of girls of dif-
ferent ages with endo, are studied closely. 
     During Sarah’s surgery she donated all 
endometrial cells that were taken out. She also 
donates blood, urine, and saliva every three 
months. She says she loves being part of these 
studies, because if donating blood or anything 
else can help someone come up with a cure, 
it is worth it. No one should have to suffer 
through this terrible disease. 
   Sarah said, “The endo community is so large 
that I actually have endo sisters all around the 
world. We keep in touch, follow each other on 
social media and go to each other for advice.  
Even though I have lost a lot of friends in my 
battle, I have become extremely close to my 
family in the process... I love being an endo 
warrior and sharing my story. I am 100 percent 
open about my battle and hope to educate as 
many people I can in the process.” 

    The question of 
gun control and 
the limitation of 

firearms in America has always been a hot 
topic conversation in America and especially 
with the recent shooting at a high school in 
Parkland in which 17 people were killed, 
the topic has once again been brought up 
in full swing. 
      The conversation of guns is a very 
difficult one to have due to the Second 
Amendment’s extreme importance to 
many Americans. While nations like 
England, Australia, and Japan has found 
the simple act of banning guns to be 
extremely effective in dealing with gun 
violence history has shown that act may 
be something which might never occur in 
America. 
      Again, that relates to the Second 
Amendment of the United States, a unique 
policy which the three countries men-
tioned before did not have. If America 
even wanted to begin to ban guns then 
they would have to completely void the 
second piece of the Bill of Rights, the first 
ten amendments of the constitution, which 
states that “the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms, shall not be infringed” 
       While amendments can be voided (such as 
the 21st Amendment voiding the 18th Amend-
ment, the prohibition of alcohol), voiding 
something as instrumental as the second will 
be almost impossible as it is ingrained into 
the fabric of our nation. Even the simple act 
of limiting the sale and ownership of guns is 
something which causes controversy. 
      Not only does the very nature of the 

country make it very difficult to address the 
issue of guns in congress, but there is also the 
issue outside lobbying groups which assist in 
the protection of gun rights in America. Groups 
such as the National Rifle Association spend 
millions of dollars in lobbying for support in 
Congress. In 2016 for example the organiza-

tion spent more than three million dollars in 
2016 on lobbying in congress. 
     Beyond lobbying, the NRA also makes 
contributions directly sponsoring politicians in 
certain states. They also assist to run propagan-
da campaigns for or against certain politicians 
in states. Which are attempting to work on bills 
for gun control. 
     With all these factors considered, it be-
comes clear why direct action made to regulate 

guns rarely happens in America. Efforts are 
very commonly halted in making progress 
for anti-gun measures, even bills as simple as 
requiring background checks at gun shows 
or preventing people who are on government 
watchlists from being able to purchase a fire-
arm were voted against in congress do to how 

instrumental then right to hold weapons is. 
     So, in lieu of recent events in Parkland, 
other measures have been discussed in order 
to deal with the issue of gun violence without 
having to actually affect a citizen’s ability to 
hold a gun. 
     The main focus of these efforts have been to 
work to create a safer environment in schools. 
Many ideas have been pondered and many ac-
tions have already been taken in regards to the 

By Erin McGinness
Lion’s Roar Staff

By Dan Crowley
Lion’s Roar Staff

incident. Lincoln High School has even taken 
some measures to increase safety such as 
reinforcing the rule of students being able to 
let students in the school, forcing students to 
enter through the main entrance of the school, 
and having the doors to the school open to 
students at 6:50 only. 
      All of these actions have been done in 
order to increase security and, in turn, lower 
the chances of someone being able to walk 
into a school with guns. One such example 
of regulations people are trying to push for 
is the addition to metal detectors in schools 
which would be able to identify the presence 
of a firearm being held by a student. 
      Among the more controversial of solu-
tions is the idea of regarding arming teachers 
in order to have them be able to fight back 
against intruders to the school. Florida has 
already began promoting legislation which, 
among raising the age you need to be in order 
to own a gun to 21, includes legislature which 
seeks to instruct teachers in using firearms in 
classrooms. 
       This has been proposed across the nation 
and it in some forms and has usually been 
met with mixed feelings. While some people 
feel as though this could lead to increased 
protections, complaints on the idea range 
from it being too heavy a load to bear on 
teachers and also that it leads to too high of 
a risk with students being exposed to guns 
which they could possibly steal. 
      The shooting at Parkland has once again 
shown that instead of making direct moves 
to limit guns, America sees to usually limit 
gun violence by other means, and in this par-
ticular incident strides to attempt to “increase 
safety” have become the main focus. 

Second Amendment poses interesting challenges in US

Photo by M
ary Lind
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Snapchat Update 
Conjures Controversy

On February 7, 2018, 
Snapchat introduced its 
biggest update it has 

come out with in over three years.  The latest 
design focuses on separating the media content 
with content of “friends”, along with other 
layout changes.  Snapchat stories now appear 
on the same screen as individual snaps and 
direct messages, while the Discover page fea-
tures only celebrity, news and publisher stories 
presented in a verti-
cal scroll instead 
of horizontal, with 
content at the top of 
the page being the 
most relevant to the 
user.  
     Snapchat has 
received many 
complaints from 
users saying the app’s new layout is confusing 
and difficult to navigate through.  Many have 
complained that the app is much too cluttered, 
which is making it difficult to send messages 
to friends.  The drastic changes have left users 
frustrated, angry, and annoyed. 
     Some users have said that the app was 
updated automatically on their devices, which 
caused them to lose messages or archived data. 
     LHS senior Kristen Laliberte explains her 
situation with the update, saying, “My snap-
chat updated without my consent a few days 
after the update.  It is quite obnoxious because 
it’s way too distracting. It is also no longer let-
ting me send any snaps anymore.”
     She explained that she tried “deleting it 
and redownloading it, but that didn’t work, so 
[she’s] very upset.” 
     As of February 15th, over one million 
Snapchat users have signed an online petition 
calling for Snapchat to restore its original de-
sign.  Created by Nic Rumsey, the petition asks 

Snapchat to change the app back to the way 
it was before the new 2018 update because it 
has, “made many features more difficult.”
     Rumsey believes that, “Many new features 
are useless or defeats the original purposes 
Snapchat has had for the past years.”
     Multiple users have taken to Twitter to 
complain about the new update:
     One user tweeted, “I don’t even wanna use 
Snapchat till they fix this update, I just im-

mediately get mad when I 
open the app.”
     Another complained 
saying, “This Snapchat 
update is the worst thing 
to happen since U2’s 
album was downloaded to 
everyone’s phone.” 
      Ironically, Snapchat’s 
intention was to make the 

app easier to use with the update, and though 
users are finding the new features are only 
making it more challenging, Snapchat is not 
reconsidering its new design.  
      In a statement, a Snapchat spokeswoman 
said, “Updates as big as this one can take a 
little getting used to, but we hope the commu-
nity will enjoy it once they settle in.”
     This update came directly after Snapchat 
reported it’s best quarter ever last week.  It 
topped Wall Street’s revenue expectations for 
the fourth quarter of 2017.  The report posted 
that it had the biggest net user addition in 
over a year, adding 8.9 million daily users in 
the period to an average of 187 million active 
users.
     Currently, 40 million users have updated 
the app, and that number has only increased.  
It appears that our only option at the moment 
is to enjoy the new update, since the app 
unfortunately will not be returning to its old 
layout anytime soon.

     On October 
14th, 1997, a man 
and his guitar took 

the stage at 40 Watt Club in Athens, Georgia. 
“My name is Jeff…” he said softly into the 
microphone. “I’m in this band called Neutral 
Milk Hotel… This is a song that we put on 
our new album.” He strummed his guitar. “It’s 
called ‘Two-Headed Boy.’” He jested with the 
crowd to loosen up. Then he began, strumming 
softly but quickly, pensively. He opened his 
mouth and the first verse rolled out calmly, like 
poetry, before he reached the first chorus, sing-
ing “I am listening to hear where you are!” 
     Jeff Mangum was the lead singer of the 
band Neutral Milk Hotel, a folk-rock band 
from Georgia. However, the genre and origin 
city doesn’t begin to describe the music. 
In 1998, four months after his performance in 
Athens, Mangum and his band released the 
album “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea.” The 
odd name matched the odd band and the odd 
singer-songwriter it came from. 
     And yet, the LP can only be described as 
loaded with musical oddities, lyrical mysteries, 
and emotional power. It continues to enchant 
listeners today, some 20 years later this month. 
There are also those who utterly despise it. I 
count myself among the enchanted.
     What is “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea” 
(often abbreviated ITAOTS) about? The simple 
answer, somewhat confusingly, is Anne Frank– 
yes, the Anne Frank who hid from the Nazis 
while maintaining youthful optimism in her 
journal, only to be found and exterminated 
alongside 12 million of her fellow Jews and 
others in the Holocaust.  Her story and spirit 
are alluded to throughout the album, but this 
story only scratches the surface.
     ITAOTS begins with a stout acoustic guitar, 
strumming a simple chord pattern in “The King 
of Carrot Flowers (pt.1).” Soon, Mangum’s 
voice resounds in both ears, telling what seems 
to be a strange childhood story. This story, 

the voice reveals, is both whimsical and dark, 
recounting “the room, one afternoon I knew I 
could love you,” alongside the “mom [who] 
would drink until she was no longer speaking” 
and the “dad [who] would dream of all the dif-
ferent ways to die. Each one a little more than 
he could dare to try.”
     From beginning to end, the album is a cru-
cible of the extremes of emotion, from childish 
optimism to brutal cynicism. Mangum’s lyrics 
are strange, eclectic, and poignant. The songs 
are packages of literary material that are a new 
experience every time they are opened. The 
motifs throughout the album vary from the 
Victorian cover art, to World War II and Anne 
Frank. Musically, fundamental components 
like strum patterns and chord progressions are 

 Neutral Milk Hotel’s “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea”

Famously Unfamous

not overly complicated, but they are embel-
lished with fuzzy effects, Mangum’s iconic 
voice, and various brass accompaniments. 
The title track encapsulates this description.      
The vocals declare that, indeed, “one day we 
will die, and our ashes will fly from the aero-
plane over the sea, but for now we are young, 
let us lay in the sun and count every beautiful 
thing we can see.” From the whimsical lyrics 
the song turns to the repulsive, as Mangum’s 
voice describes “How I would push my fingers 
through your mouth to make those muscles 
move”. The song and the album are like an 
‘aeroplane’, gliding over the ocean, dipping 
and spinning in unpredictable patterns with the 
wind. 
     Next, the listener is confronted solely with 

a guitar and Mangum’s gripping voice in the 
aforementioned “Two-Headed Boy,” perhaps 
the most notable track of the album. “There’s 
no reason to grieve,” Mangum sings. “The 
world that you need is wrapped in gold silver 
sleeves, left beneath Christmas trees in the 
snow.” What does this mean? I don’t know. 
How does it make me feel? Sad, joyous, 
scared… all at once.
     The album transitions to its most upbeat 
song, “Holland, 1945.” Of course, it is about 
the Jewish girl “born with roses in her eyes,” 
who was discovered by the Germans and 
brought to her death from that country in that 
year. The lyrics express personal grief for 
Anne Frank, and frustration with a world full 
of conflict and genocide, singing “It’s so sad 
to see the world agree that they’d rather see 
their faces filled with flies, all when I want 
to see white roses in their eyes.” Why are we 
fighting? It seems to ask. Why can’t we see the 
roses?
     The frustration and grief of “Holland, 
1945” is met with positivity in the later song, 
“Ghost.” Again, drawing on the story of the 
murdered Anne Frank, Mangum considers that 
“I know that she will live forever, [her soul] 
goes on and on and she goes. And now she 
knows she’ll never be afraid!” Anne Frank 
may be passed, but her story and spirit of 
optimism live on forever, and she doesn’t have 
to be afraid anymore.
     The album concludes with “Two-Headed 
Boy (pt.2),” a poignant folk piece with some of 
Mangum’s best vocals and deepest lyrics. The 
song questions God and the universe. “When 
we break, we’ll wait for our miracle” Mangum 
sings, “God is a place where some holy spec-
tacle lies. When we break, we’ll wait for our 
miracle. God is a place you will wait for the 
rest of your life.” 
     The article you are reading reflects a 
personal experience– something guaranteed 
when listening to “In the Aeroplane Over the 
Sea,” whether it is positive or firmly negative. 
The album has come to be symbolic of the 
“hipster,” the “indie,” the “non-mainstream,” 
which is looked upon with approval by some 
and utter distaste by others. 
     Whatever your thoughts, whatever your 
opinions, “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea” will 
surely leave you wondering “How strange it is 
to be anything at all.”

By Jessica Iasimone 
Lion’s Roar Staff

    You often hear of dat-
ing apps such as Tinder 
and Christian Mingle, and 

even less common ones like Farmers Only, but 
now there’s one for people who are looking to 
find that special 
Republican,  
someone who 
yells “Fake news!” 
right along with 
President Donald 
Trump.  A new 
dating site known 
as Trump.Dating 
claims to “make 
dating great again” 
by matching 
Trump-supporting 
singles looking to 
find love.  
     Creators of the 
site believe that 
political and patri-
otic viewpoints are 
the foundation of 
a sound  relation-
ship.  Consequent-
ly, Trump Dating 
claims that it  al-
lows like-minded 
Americans to have 
the opportunity to 
meet each other, 
as well as avoid the 
awkwardness of the first conversation about 
politics.  
     As stated on the dating site’s homepage, the 
goal is to have you “Find The America First 
Partner Of Your Dreams.”
     Although the dating site promotes 100 
percent free registration and can be accessed 
through desktop and mobile devices, it only 

allows straight men and women to join.  It also 
allows users who are both ‘happily married’ 
and ‘unhappily married’ to sign up. 
     According to a survey released by Tinder in 
2017, 71 percent of online daters consider dif-

fering political views 
to be a deal breaker in 
a relationship, com-
pared to 66 percent 
of singles that do not 
online date.  
     The site asks 
potential online dat-
ers, “Wouldn’t it be 
refreshing to already 
know that your date 
roots for the same 
team?”
     The irony behind 
Trump.Dating is that 
it was created by 
Friends Worldwide 
Inc, a network of 
dating websites that 
reach “over 75 diverse 
dating communities.” 
However, the Trump.
Dating homepage is 
rather homogeneous, 
featuring photos of 
only white hetero-
sexual couples.      
     While the creators 

of Trump.Dating have 
not discussed their rationale for establishing 
the site, recent article from the  Sacramento 
Bee discussed the increase in anti-Trump 
sentiments in popular dating apps including 
Bumble, OkCupid, and Tinder.  
    There appeared to be an increase of users 
who included  phrases such as “Trump lovers 

Make Dating Great Again
Dating App Targets Trump Supporters
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ects; the guidance office where, just a few months ago, you discussed 
your plans for the year to come, hand crafting the perfect schedule 
for your final year: all of it gone, entirely demolished, replaced only 
by a hint of what is to come. 
     You look to your left and are met with yet another major develop-
ment. The north gym where you once played floor hockey in gym 
class has been entirely transformed. The area has become a hub for 
everything, serving as the temporary home for the center, administra-
tive offices, guidance, and even the nurse’s office. You take a minute 
to let the strangeness of the change soak in before moving on down 
the old middle school. Feelings of relief wash over you as you travel 
across the skybridge and down the hallway of the C-200s, their fa-
miliarity a comfort in the midst of everything.
     Your ease is soon disturbed once more when you venture down 
the stairs and go to take a right up the connector. Like the front of 
the building, the ramp has become indistinguishable. Demolition 
has overtaken this part of the school as well, leaving behind little 
resemblance of what once was. The art room, the room in which you 
discovered your creative side freshmen year, is simply gone. As you 
drink in the scene before you, you come to the conclusion that this is 
going to be a very weird year.
     The renovation of Lincoln High School is set to begin in July of 
2018, which is less than a half of a year away from this month. As 
of now, the first areas of the school to undergo construction are the 
hallway that stretches from Mrs. Kruth’s room to the health room as 
well as the connector. The plan is for the area of the connector to be 
transformed into the new faculty and student dining area as well as 
the new library. 
     Following in the years after are the renovations of the old cafete-
ria, both of the C-wings, the four corners, the 300s, and the automo-
tive technology room. Finally, the old middle school will be the last 
thing to be worked on. Like the connector and front hallway, this 
area will be totally demolished. However, unlike the others it will 
not be rebuilt. If money permits, there is also the possibility of a new 
administrative building being built in the end. 
     These changes are not expected to be easy. With all of the con-
struction, getting from one end of the school to the other will pose a 
bit of a challenge and may end up requiring some sort of temporary 
solution, such as a makeshift hallway. When construction begins on 
the cafeteria, lunchtime will most likely have to be broken into four 
separate lunches rather than the usual three, and it is also possible 
that some classrooms will have to function as interim senior lunch 
areas. Teachers will have to share space as different classrooms begin 
to be renovated. The annual Senior Variety Show may have to find a 
new home on the stage of the auditorium at Lincoln Middle School. 
     The important thing to remember about these renovation plans, 
according to Principal. Kevin McNamara and Department Head 
David Schofield who is the teachers’ liaison to the renovation team,  
is that they are very fluid. Nothing has been set in stone, with each 
new day bringing more and more changes. The best part about the 
fluid nature of these plans is the fact that each new version is better 
than the one before it. The ultimate goal is to have a plan that will 
not only lead to the best possible outcome for the school but also to 
make the transition as comfortable as possible for both students and 
staff. 
     Change, especially when it is on such an immense scale, can be 
both scary and frustrating. As human beings, we are prone to resist-
ing even the slightest change, even when we know it will be good for 
us. As Mr. Schofield puts it, the upcoming renovation will require “a 
few years of patience and cooperation.” And, while it may be diffi-
cult at times, the final product is sure to be worth it. 
     So, for those students walking into this new world next school 
year, just remember how incredible it will be to walk into an entirely 
new school in a few short years.

Renovation
Continued from page one

‘...while it may be difficult at times, the final product 
is sure to be worth it.’
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LHS’s Roadmap To Renovation
‘...while it may be difficult at times, the final product 

is sure to be worth it.’

   Photos by Avery Potemri

   Text by Rachelle Bousquet

What will our school
look like?

(Clockwise from top left) 
The front entrance of the high school will be one of the first sections 
demolished this summer.  The new entrance will be adjacent to the 
North Gym.

Offices located across from the library, including the Portfolio & 
Exhibition Workroom, book storage and tech office will be razed and 
relocated.  

The top of the “T” runs into the Guidance office and straight through 
Mr. Mac’s.  It will be raized, but rebuilt.  The auditorium (on the left, 
not visible) will not be accessible to most, but will remain intact.  Band 
and chorus classes will still be held on stage during the regular school 
day.

Mrs. Collins and all other faculty members won’t be assigned to this 
location for hall duty next year.  This half of the “T” top will also be 
gone.

Familiar sights like this bulletin board, bottom right, and the colorful 
FBLA mural, will not survive the summer.

Bottom left, a view of the ramp from the entrance, which is slated for 
demolition.  

The balance of the ramp that leads to the old middle school classes as 
well as the new cafeteria will be razed, while the area that connects 
classrooms to the new cafeteria will remain standing next year.
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Faculty Fast-Talk
Mr. Roy Boudreau

Turn to Fast Talk  page 11

Why We Hold 
Onto Everything 

Who, alive or dead, would you most like 
to throw cold spaghetti at? Miley Cyrus

Favorite Halloween costume you have 
ever had? 70s Saturday Night Fever Disco 
Guy

What color is your soul? White with a few 
speckles

If you could have 
dinner with any 
person on Earth, who 
would you choose? 
Paul McCartney

Ice cream or frozen 
yogurt? Always Ice 
Cream

Any embarrassing 
nicknames? None

If you could only eat 
one food for the rest of 
your life, which would 
it be? Pasta

Night owl or early 
bird? Both. I require 
little sleep

What is one thing you would bring to a 
deserted island? My wife

If you could be on any reality TV show, 
which would you choose?  None. If had to 
choose then Ellen’s Games of Games Show

Favorite song? Beautiful Boy by John Len-
non

What TV show is most binge worthy? 
Blue Bloods

Vegetable you hate the most? Broccoli
Celebrity look alike? Mac Davis
Who would play you in the movie about 

your life? Mac Davis, only for looks
How would you describe your smell? 

Hopefully acceptable 
Favorite meat? Prime Rib
Eliminate one: breakfast, lunch, or din-

ner? Lunch
Favorite superhero/villain? Superman
What would you be doing if you were not 

at your current job?  Own a Hot Rod Garage 
for building cars 

If you could live anywhere in the world, 
where would it be? London

Favorite radio station? Sirius XM 60s
What would you choose as your last 

meal? Baked Stuffed Lobster
Favorite 90s boyband? Sorry I’m a 60s 

guy. Beach Boys
Word/phrase you use most often? You’re 

killing me!
Favorite movie? American Graffiti.  I have 

the 32 Yellow Deuce Coupe to prove it.
Bagels or Toast? Toast. Italian toast to be 

more specific.
Last thing that made you laugh? Ellen’s 

Game of Game show 
If you could only use one condiment for 

the rest of your life, which would it be? 
Mustard

What are your thoughts on Buzzfeed?  It’s 
good as long as they don’t pry  into people's 
personal life in order to get an unflattering 
story.

Best and worst gift you have ever re-
ceived? Best gift was my two beautiful twin 
daughters. Worst gift was work clothes when I 
worked in construction.

Are you a better listener or talker?  I like 
to think of myself as a good listener.

What was your worst subject in school?  
Every subject except for auto shop.

If you had to eliminate one season, which 

By Hannah Leopold-Brandt
Lion’s Roar Staff

 We 
have all 
struggled 

to find reasons to throw out our old posses-
sions. We know we probably don’t need that 
shirt because we never wear it, but when we 
complete our “spring cleaning”, we can’t 
bring ourselves to throw it away. So the shirt 
survives another round of “cleaning”, but as 
you add new clothes to your wardrobe, it con-
tinues to sit there collecting dust. Why can’t 
we just let go of the old shirt?
     Most of the time we refuse to let go of 
objects because we tie them to self-worth. 
From a young age, we are taught that we can 
own things. According to the British Psychol-
ogy Society, studies have shown that by the 
age of two, we are able to understand the idea 
of possession. Once this idea of possession 
is developed, we tie things into not just how 
they are ours but how they represent ourselves. These items can represent your style, remind you 
of important events, or represent your achievements. You know that those medals from when you 
played little league as a kid just take up unnecessary space, but they represent an important time 
in your life. They represent fond memories of friendship, as well as your achievements of the 
past. They represent who you are, so how could you possibly part with them? 
     Inc. reports that we also link objects that we struggle to throw away with certain relationships. 
For example, you may be more inclined to keep that stuffed teddy bear simply because your 
grandmother gave it to you when you were younger, and it reminds you of her. Or you may keep 
a T-shirt that doesn’t fit because it reminds you of a family vacation that holds fond memories. 
     Junior Betsy Reeve agrees with this thought. She comments that she still possesses old clothes 
and stuffed animals from her childhood. “I have good memories with those things and don’t want 
to give them up,” she said. “For the clothes, I tend to think ‘Oh, what if I need this in the future,’ 
even if I know I won’t.”
     Senior Ella Heal hangs onto things for different reasons. She finds she has clothes galore 
because “[She’s] afraid that maybe [she’ll] need it sometime in the future. So [she] doesn't want 
to throw it out because then [she’ll] have to buy it again.”
     This brings up another reason in which we are habitual hoarders: money. Many of us like to 
conserve the money we have, and the thought of having to buy an item we already own seems 
absurd. Holding onto these items protects the loss of money and keeps us from having to repur-
chase what we need.
    One of the most pressing reasons as to why we struggle with throwing out old possessions, 
according to NBC, is our need for safety and security. We, as humans, are afraid of change. Our 
personal items help ground us in something comforting in a world that is ever-changing. We find 
it difficult to throw away those items that remind us of better times.
     Our personal items mean a lot to us and while most of us will never come close to the level 
of becoming a hoarder, we all have these tendencies. Hoarders keep these things for the same 
reasons, and while we comfort the idea of hanging onto unnecessary items with the idea of its not 
as bad as it could be, just remember that we all need the comfort of our possessions.

Photo by H
annah Leopold-B

randt
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sports
Winter Wonders: 

The Youngest Olympians at 
Pyeongchang

By Sadie LaFleur
Lion’s Roar Staff

MJ vs. Brady 
Who Is The Real MVP?

By Kate Swanson
Lion’s Roar Staff

     There is an ongoing 
debate going on in the 
sports world. Who is 

the greatest athlete of all time? The biggest 
debate is between the star quarterback of the 
New England Patriots and the retired Chicago 
Bulls guard. Although comparison can be dif-
ficult because of the different sports there are 
some factors that fans help determine who the 
real G.O.A.T is.
     Tom Brady is considered the greatest 
in the game in football. The forty year old 
quarterback has many accomplishments 
under his belt which make him one of the 
greatests. Brady went University of Michigan 
to play college football, he was then drafted 
to the New England Patriots. He was initially 
the backup quarterback for Drew Bledsoe. 
Drew Bledsoe took a hard hit in Foxborough 
in 2001, Brady was put in the game and his 
dynasty then begun. Since then he has led his 
team to eight super bowls. Brady is the only 
player to win five super bowls all with the 
same team. He has also been honored with 
four MVPs out five of the Superbowls he has 
won.
     Michael Jordan is known as one of the 
greatest to ever step foot onto a basketball 
court. He started his career at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina. At UNC he won the 
National Championship in 1982 and was also 
named NCAA College Player of the year in 
both 1983 and 1984. He left UNC his junior 
year to compete with the Chicago Bulls in the 
NBA. He was a professional American bas-
ketball player and also an Olympic athlete. 
MJ dominated the game by leading his team, 

The Chicago Bulls, to a total of six national 
championships. Along with that he has won 
the MVP award a total of five times. He has 
also won three all star MVPs making him one 
of the most decorated players in the game. 
     Both these athletes have outstanding 
accomplishments making them some of the 
greatests. But which one of them is the great-
est of all time? Here are some factors that can 
help determine who the best really is. 
     Who made the greatest comeback? Jor-
dan’s biggest comeback took place at Madison 
Square Garden where he scored fifty five 
points. Jordan won the game with a pass to 
Bill Wennington in the last seconds of the 
game. The Bulls won the game by two points.
     Brady’s biggest comeback was from the 
Superbowl of 2017. The Patriots faced Atlanta 
and finished the game 34-28. This game was 
the greatest comeback in NFL Superbowl his-
tory. New England was down 28-3 with just 
over eight minutes in the third quarter. Brady 
won MVP, bringing his team to yet another 
memorable super bowl win.
     As far as career titles go, Michael Jordan 
has a total of six NBA titles to his name. 
Brady on the other hand has 5 Super Bowl 
titles. Along with those victories the two 
athletes both have earned themselves MVP 
awards. Jordan finished his career with six and 
Brady has a total of four. Michael Jordan is a 
fourteen time NBA all-star. Brady is a thirteen 
time Pro-Bowler. 
     Both athletes have numerous accomplish-
ments which make them some of the best 
athletes out there, but who is the REAL great-
est of all time?

Making it to the Olym-
pics is an immensely ac-
complishment in itself, 

making it in your earliest years is even more 
impressive. To qualify for the Olympics, you 
can be of any age. However, each International 
Sports Federation sets its own rules. According 
to CNN, the average age of athletes represent-
ing Team USA at the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
South Korea is 26.5, a standard age range for 
athletes competing at this level. But a handful 
have reached or held onto elite status in their 
respective disciplines years earlier than their 
competitors.
     A 17-year-old Chloe Kim took home an 
Olympic gold medal for snowboarding. The 
American snowboarder landed a near-perfect 
score of 98.25 at the 2018 Winter Olympic 
Games in PyeongChang. Kim actually quali-
fied to compete in the 2014 Winter Olympics, 
but she was still two years shy of the snow-
boarding’s minimum age limit of 15-years-old. 
“Looking back on it, I’m really glad I couldn’t 
go,” Kim tells TIME. “I don’t know how my 
13-year-old self would have dealt with it.”
 At 15 years old, Russian figure 
skater Alina Zagitova is already making waves 
in the sport. She's ranked fifth in the world as 

of January 21, and has the potential to win the 
gold at the Winter Olympics in PyeongChang. 
Here's everything you need to know about 

skating's newest superstar.
     Fifteen- year old Kexin Zhang is making 
her mark in the freestyle skiing competition. 
Her gold medal in the half pipe at the 2017 
World Cup event in Secret Garden, People's 
Republic of China, made her the second-
youngest female freestyle skier from any na-
tion to win a World Cup half pipe gold medal, 
at age 15 years and 200 days. She is beaten by 
a single day by France's Anais Caradeux, who 
was age 15 years and 199 days when she won 
gold in Les Contamines, France in the 2005/06 
season.
     Jennie-Lee Burmansson is fifteen years old 
and competing in freestyle skiing as well. Rep-
resenting Sweden in the games, she first tried 
skiing at age two. She moved on to freestyle 
skiing at age eight at the “Salens IF ski club” 
in Sweden. She became interested in the sport 
at the same time as her brother and biggest 
ambition since the start was to make it to the 
Olympics one day. 
     Alice Robinson, a 16-year-old girl from 
New Zealand competed in Alpine skiing in 

The benefits of exercise 
far outweigh the cost

By Randall Hien
Lion’s Roar Staff

   Let’s face it, people 
tend to focus on their 
physical appearance. 

And while we all understand that it’s what 
is on the inside that counts, that can cause a 
great deal of trepidation within us all as well. 
Most of us are worried about grades, getting 
into college, performing athletically, and at 
the same time, relationships are causing stress. 
There’s a lot of negative energy and anger that 
results.     
     Although many people don’t know it, there 
is a way to balance both making yourself look 
good for that person you have a crush on and 
being able to release negative energy from 
your body. The solution? Exercise.
     We all know that exercise is very important 
in our daily lives, but we may not know why or 
what exercise can actually do for ourselves.
     LHS sophomore Aidan Murtha believes 
working out is a necessity in an individual’s 
life. He said, “To be honest, lifting changed my 
life. Lifting changed my life because it gave 
me the confidence I needed and helped me 
mentally win every battle in life.”
      Evidently,  40 million Americans have been 
affected by some type of anxiety or depression. 
Exercise has been provento improve someone’s 
mental health by minimizing anxiety, negative 
mood, depression but confidence and self-
esteem. But how can something as simple as 
going for a walk or doing yoga have such a 
positive impact on your mental health?
     Physical activity and exercise is a healthy 
way to both get your body into better shape 
and also to release frustration along with anger. 
No matter what you do, lift weights, yoga, 
stretch, or go for a run; the physical release 
of negative energy will leave you feeling 
refreshed. 
    Sophomore Kyle Moison also believes that 
exercise can really help a person feel better 
about themselves.“I love to lift because I love 
the feeling of being able to improve yourself 
physically but also mentally,” he said. “Once 
you determine that number in your head that 
you want to hit, it will help you strive to hit it.”
      Clinical Psychologist, Jenny C. Yip from 
Los Angeles truly believes that exercise 
increases the morale of an individual. As she is 
quoted in an article written by Sara Lindberg, 
a health and fitness write with INSIDER, 
reported, “Exercise also increases blood 
circulation in the brain, which is linked to 
improvements in mood and attention. Spending 

as little as 20 minutes a day on exercise can 
actually increase your overall productivity, and 
decrease energy wasted from mental stress.”
      If you are a person that tends to stress more 
than you should, exercise may be the solution 
to your everyday battle. If you have not tried 
exercising before, give it a chance, see if it 
helps you. Also, other options you could chose 
is changing your everyday diet to something 
healthier, viewing health programs may be the 
secret to your happiness.

     The University of Rhode Island Rams men’s basketball team are 
looking to stampede into the NCAA tournament. The Rams sat at 16th 
in the AP poll last week, which is highest in the program’s history. They 

currently have a 23-4 record, 15-0 at home,  and sit atop the Atlantic 10 conference at 15-1 in 
conference play. This team is one of the best in regular season history for the program.
     However, the regular season success means nothing if a team cannot execute in the big 
tournament. Last year, they started off ranked in the top 25 teams, but slipped as the season 
went on. They were able to make a run in the tournament by being minutes away from the 
Sweet 16 with a crushing loss to Oregon in the round of 32 last year.
    The Rams only lost two seniors after last season, Hasan Martin and Kuran Iverson, who 
had huge roles in the team, as Martin was a great big man and Iverson was a great scorer. The 
two gaps in the lineup have been filled with players such as Jared Terrell and Andre Berry 
who have really stepped up their game this season to fill the roles and lead to this team’s great 
success.
     URI Athletic Director Thorr Bjorn believes the Rams have what it takes to win it all this 
year, “not only are we winning, but we’re winning with a great group of guys.” The Rams 
also have the experience in the NCAA tournament, which is crucial, “playing Creighton and 
Oregon and having these guys back and healthy, they’ve accomplished that goal, how far can 
we take this.” Having players back healthy who have experience in play-off runs in crucial 
when facing other teams who are plagued with injuries and have inexperienced players on the 
roster. Experienced players can perform in the clutch and have a leadership role in the locker 
room.
     Not only are these players great on the court, they’re great students and people. The 
Rams are involved in many charity events in their community and are good students in the 
classroom. Coach Dan Hurley makes sure the students are passing their classes and on top 
of their work. Just last week, URI guard Jeff Dowtin had returned back on campus well 
after midnight after a game and was still seen walking to his 9 am class by a URI professor, 
showing the dedication to education the players have. These players also are not isolated to 
other student athletes as all of the athletes on campus are a family, “they’re at every baseball 
game, volleyball game, and football game,” Bjorn said.
     The team’s success all starts with Dan Hurley.  Bjorn said,“he has incredible abilities, he 
is very insightful.” Hurley is very energetic and has high standards for his players. He works 
them hard and pushes them to the limit to ensure that he gets the most out of them. This all is 

By David Leonardi
Lion’s Roar Staff

URI Rams are year’s best surprise

Turn to TEEN OLYMPIAN, page 11

Chloe Kim at the Olympics.                                       Photo: The Korean Olympic Committee

Turn to URI, page 11
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By Mary Lind
Lion’s Roar Staff

Ask LHS:
Ask a question get an answer

By Amanda Ryan
Lion’s Roar Staff

Reflection
Is Affirmation Action Necessary?

   Affirmative Action poli-
cies are defined as policies 
that favor “those who tend 

to suffer from discrimination, especially in 
relation to employment or education,” or, as it 
is commonly referred to, “positive discrimina-
tion.” The idea of these programs are to give 
traditionally disadvantaged groups, such as 
minorities and women, the same opportunities 
as everybody else. 
     This idea originated in the 1960s through 
the Civil Rights Movement. President John 
F. Kennedy was the first president to use the 
phrase, stating it in an Executive Order that re-
quired government contractors to "affirmative 
action to ensure that applicants are employed, 
and that employees are treated during employ-
ment, without regard to their race, creed, color, 
or national origin." That Executive Order 
also founded what is now known as the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, which 
enforces civil rights laws in the workplace. 
     Of course, that was not a magic solution to 
the problem. The unemployment rate today for 
Black and Hispanic Americans is still higher 
than that of white Americans. White women 
still make 76 cents an hour for every dollar a 
man makes, and women of color make even 
less. Thousands upon thousands of complaints 
are filed with the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission each year because of 
workplace discrimination. However, this is 
not to say that Affirmative Action programs 
haven’t been working. The amount of women 
and minorities in the workforce has certainly 
increased since the mid to late twentieth cen-
tury, according to a report from the US Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 
     Affirmative Action programs are seen in 
college admissions processes as well. Allowing 
Affirmative Action policies to be used in the 
admissions process levels the playing field and 
gives all applicants an equal chance, regard-
less of socioeconomic background, race, or 
access to resources. Colleges and universities 
in America are disproportionately white as 

compared to the general population. Accord-
ing to the Washington Post, even though Black 
and Hispanic youth make up around one third 
of the college age population in the United 
States, they only account for around fifteen 
percent of the students in selective four year 
colleges. These statistics are with Affirmative 
Action-style policies in place for the majority 
of the country, with the exception of schools 
in Texas, Florida, 
and California 
(who have other, 
similar programs 
in place). Imagine 
what those statis-
tics would be like 
if there were no 
Affirmative Ac-
tion programs in 
place?
     Affirmative 
Action is neces-
sary to ensure 
that the racial and 
socioeconomic 
biases that plague our country don’t limit any-
body from achieving their full potential. These 
policies are aiming to compensate for years 
of discrimination and disenfranchisement, 
both of which still happen today. Affirmative 
Action isn’t aiming to give underrepresented 
groups more of a chance than white people. 
It’s aiming to give everybody an equal chance, 
regardless of all other factors except merit. 
Ideally we would live in a world where we 
didn’t need Affirmative Action programs, a 
world where people wouldn’t be judged based 
on their race or gender or socioeconomic status 
when applying for jobs or to colleges, but we 
don’t. We live in a world where, sadly, those 
things do matter to a lot of people. We need Af-
firmative Action to give everybody the chance 
that they deserve. And while many may say it 
is “reverse discrimination” or that it goes too 
far, I respectfully disagree: Affirmative Action 
doesn’t go far enough.

 Imagine you 
just graduated 
from college. You 
maintained a high 

GPA, managed to be involved in many activi-
ties and clubs throughout your time in college, 
and even completed several internships. You 
have all the qualifications and necessary work 
experience to be hired at any job and you just 

left your latest inter-
view feeling confident 
in how it went. The 
interview slot after 
yours was booked by 
someone with a much 
smaller résumé and 
lower GPA, but you 
feel confident in 
yourself and all of your 
accomplishments thus 
far.
You call to follow up 
about the job only to 
find that it had already 
been given to the less 

qualified candidate. The company only had one 
open sales position and they needed to hire a 
woman, and, unfortunately for you, you did not 
entirely fit the bill. 
     You missed out on the job because of your 
gender, but you know that you’re not the only 
one that has missed an opportunity because of 
the various anti-discrimination laws that are in 
place. A man on the other side of the country 
was passed over for a job because of his race 
and a woman in the next town over is forced to 
continue her job hunt because of her religion. 
The quote unquote necessity to have such 
a diverse workplace is hurting people of all 
genders, races, nationalities, and religions, and 
it is doing far more harm than good.
     There is such a drastic difference between 
discriminating against someone and not hiring 
them because of a person intolerance toward 
something about them and being forced to hire 

someone because of something that is largely 
out of their control. Hiring a less qualified can-
didate because they are a woman or they are of 
Hispanic descent or because they are Jew-
ish is rewarding people for essentially doing 
nothing and even undermines the legitimate 
accomplishments of others. It also encourages 
people to not work as hard. If someone knows 
that they will have a leg-up in the job market 
because of their race, then they might not feel 
the need to push themselves to graduate col-
lege with a 4.0.
     One of the most notable flaws about these 
anti-discrimination laws is that they are in real-
ity making the issue that they were attempting 
to resolve even worse. Women, for example, 
are constantly being belittled and made to feel 
inferior to men, even making a mere seventy-
eight cents for every dollar than a male 
counterpart makes. However, enacting these 
laws makes women appear to be even more 
incapable than they are already made out to be. 
     It makes it appear that women or minori-
ties, or whatever the scenario may be, need 
special treatment in order to accomplish things. 
It makes it seem like they can’t stand on their 
own two feet. 
     They need someone to help them up and to 
spoon-feed them opportunities so that they can 
get farther in life. These laws are designed to 
help those that are discriminated against take 
one step forward, but it is in actuality forcing 
them all to take two steps back, and no real 
progress can be made until these quotas are 
eliminated once and for all.

Leah Leclerc, ‘20:  New sinks and sinks that 
work. 

Liza Laprade, ‘19:  More heat! 

Drew Swanson, ’21:  I would like to see a field 
house for sports at Lincoln High School. 

Karan Shah, ‘20:   I would like air conditioners 
throughout the school.

Brett Bessette, 
‘19:  I would 
like to see a 
new and im-
proved lunch 
room. 

Jack Lowry, ‘19.   More technology. Corey Mayer, ‘19:  I want to see better bub-
blers.

LEFT: Lydia 
Denio, ‘20:  A 

bigger gym

RIGHT: Jenna 
Iaciofano, ‘20:  

I want to see 
bigger lockers..

Photos by Sadie LaFleur

Interviews by Riley Riendeau

In 2016, the US Supreme 
Court upheld limited use of 
Affirmative Action programs 

in schools by a 4-3 vote.
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would you eliminate? Winter
Worst fear? Not ever waking up
How do you feel about the possible ba-

nana extinction? Never gave it much thought.
Favorite endangered species? Me
Cable TV or Netflix? Cable TV
Dunkin or Honey Dew? Always Dunkin. 

I’ll take a regular coffee.
Biggest pet peeve? People not returning 

borrowed tools.
Ideal date night in 3 words or less? Sunset 

on beach
Favorite social media platform? Facebook
Dogs or cats? Dogs. I have the best Golden-

doodle named Teddy.
Favorite aquatic mammal? Dolphin
Favorite holiday? Christmas, Tis the 

Season
What is your opinion on scarves? Not a 

style for me but my wife looks great wearing 
them.

What is the worst? Worst what???  
What would you want the last thing you 

see to be? My 7 beautiful grandchildren
If you had to lose one of your 5 senses, 

which would you give up? Taste
What question do you wish you could 

answer? What came first, the chicken or the 
egg?

Yes or no? Yes or no what?
Do you think a helper monkey could do 

your job as well as you? I’m very doubtful.  
Would you let a monkey work on your car?

Would you rather fight 100 duck-sized 
horses or one horse-sized duck? One horse-
sized duck because I could hide under it.

Do you feel that robots will one day rule 
the Earth? It still takes a human to program a 
robot so my answer is no.

Muffins or cupcakes? Muffins. Corn muffin, 
please!

If you could fill a swimming pool with 
anything and jump in, what would it be?  A 
Tropical reef!  

Mantra?  I can’t do it. Can’t stay planted.
Favorite language?  English, the only one 

I know.
Favorite type of salad? Iceberg with 

tomatoes
Favorite restaurant? Old Canteen on 

Federal Hill
How often do you dab? No dabbing for me. 

I’m from the disco era.
Describe your favorite painting in a haiku 

None
If time stopped for 24 hours, what would 

be the first thing you would do?  Take an-
other cruise in my 32 Yellow Deuce Coupe.

Do you have road rage? Never. I’m a peace 
nik.

Coffee or tea? More coffee than tea.  
What is the weirdest thing your child ever 

said to you? Dad the grills on fire. Really, dad 
the grill is on fire! There’s flames.

What did you last eat for breakfast? Kirk-
brae breakfast buffet

How do you want to die? With no regrets.

alongside fellow cast member Tess Dwyer. 
Those experiences finally came to a head this 
year when Jordan was selected for one of the 
most coveted positions in Variety Show: as-
sistant director. 
     With the show less than two months away, 
there is still much to do, but Souza insists she 
is up for the challenge. “I feel like I have a lot 
to bring to the table and I want to improve on 
traditions that the show has had forever and 
make them even better and more memorable. 
And by doing that, my name will be on this 
show for as long as it goes on.”
     Every student changes exponentially over 
the four years they spend in high school. The 
experiences they garner and the things they 
learn along the way are what prepares them for 
leadership positions they take on when they 
are older. The Jordan sitting on this stage right 
now is a very different Jordan from the one 
that stood here three years ago learning her 
first Hip Hop combination. “I feel like I have 
really come out of my shell. I’m not afraid to 
go and put myself in a group of people with 
whom I am not familiar and I can just talk and 
laugh with them. I also have seen myself grow 
up through the last four years and see who I 

     Prior to the shooting, security officers were 
almost exclusively at high schools before 
gradually becoming present at most middle 
schools.  Now, an increasing number of el-
ementary schools are even seen having security 
officers, according to the director of the Na-
tional School Safety Center, Ronald Stephens.  
     Michele Gay, whose daughter was killed 
during the Sandy Hook school shooting, is an 
advocate for security in school districts and 
explained that the ideal scenario would be for 
a police officer to be present in every school 
while playing an all-purpose role.    While she 
understands this is impossible, she believes 
that guards should at least be former police of-
ficers that have training and experience.
     Following the recent Parkland school 
shooting, Republican lawmakers in Wisconsin, 
Alabama and North Carolina have proposed 
permitting teachers or certain individuals on 
school grounds to carry concealed weapons in 
the schools for safety reasons, however Demo-
crats and many educators are concerned about 
this suggestion.  
     Deb Ciamacca, a teacher at Conestoga High 
School in Berwyn, Pennsylvania and former 
US Marine believes that carrying a weapon in 
the classroom around students is “an insane 
idea. To anyone who’s ever taught before, it’s 
just ludicrous,” she said.”
     However the Trump administration is look-
ing into these policies, with President Trump 
saying, “If you had a teacher who was adept at 
firearms, they could very well end the attack 
very quickly.”
     With an increasing number of advocates 
for gun control, one can only hope that in the 
future the issues of school shootings and gun 
violence will no longer be a worries due to the 
determination of advocates and more security 
measures including officers that are responsible 
for putting everyone at ease.  

time and money themselves, HA! How about 
instead of worrying about arming every teacher 
with a weapon, we worry about improving our 
education system and paying our teachers the 
wages they deserve?
     “Fighting fire with fire” is not the way to 
fix anything. Providing teachers with guns will 
just add danger to a situation that is already 
packed with it. Having teachers shooting at a 
gunman will only cause more bullets to fire, 
and could cause more damage if bullets went 
astray. Teachers will not be perfect marksmen 
that can hit their target accurately every time. 
The odds of them missing are high, and that 
stray bullet could hit another teacher or a flee-
ing student. 
     The solution to preventing gun violence 
should be through banning weapons of war. 
The phrase “guns don’t kill people, people kill 
people” is utterly befuddling to me. Sure, a 
gun itself does not commit the act of murder, 
but it is a tool. A tool that if people were not 
so easily able to purchase, could greatly stop 
people from killing people. Now I’m not say-
ing that we have to ban all guns, but weapons 
of war, like an AR-15, should not be sold to the 
average person. Guns of that nature should be 
reserved for wartime use. Those weapons are 
used by soldiers to win wars and protect their 
country. There is no reason as to why they need 
to be sold to anyone. The second amendment 
was written in a time were guns shot one bullet 
at a time, not 15 back to back. 
    School shootings happen more often than 
they should. Rather than clinging to your guns 
and worrying about your Second Amendment 
right, worry about our teachers and students. 
Worry about the people who work day in and 
day out preparing your children for the future 
despite their lack in funds and payment. Do 
your job to support your teachers. Do not make 
them the first line of defense, prevent the event 
from happening. 

hidden talent of duck calling, this scholarship is 
for you! The Chick & Sophie Major Memo-
rial Scholarship Duck Calling Contest is open 
to any high school senior in the United States 
who can call ducks. During its 38-year history, 
the renowned contest has awarded more than 
$60,000 in scholarships to young duck callers 
attending 32 different colleges and universities 
in 13 different states. This year, the competition 
will be held on November 25 and is held by the 
Stuttgart Chamber of Commerce in Stuttgart, 
Arkansas. The scholarships can be used to 
further their education in any field. 
     Each contestant must follow the rules 
ordained by the World’s Championship Duck 
Calling Contest. They have 90 seconds to use 
four calls: hail, feed, comeback, and mating. 
Best of all there is absolutely no entry fee for 
this contest. First place wins a scholarship of 
$2,000, second place wins $1,000, 3rd receives 
$750, and 4th receives $500. 
     If you are a fan of sweets, you should 
definitely apply for this scholarship called “The 
Flavor of the Month.” You have the chance 
to receive $1,500 for simply creating an ice 
cream flavor that seems delicious to you and 
one that you would want to be able to purchase 
in stores. After coming up with a unique flavor, 
you need to go into detail on how the ice cream 
flavor best reflects your personality and why. If 
you were an ice cream flavor, what would you 
be? 
     There are also many writing scholarships 
if you are more creative on paper than art 
projects. Based on the popular zombie show 
“The Walking Dead,” there is a scholarship 
that is offered to high school students where 
the winner with the best story receives $2,000. 
The prompt is, “Imagine that your high school 
or college has been overrun with zombies. Your 
math professor, the cafeteria ladies, and even 
your best friend have all joined the walking 

which still remain unanswered. Was the Rus-
sian government actually involved (they have 
claimed to not be) with the 13 Russians? Was 
Donald Trump informed of and or actively 
pursuing assistance with the campaign? 
     The answer to these questions could drasti-
cally affect the state of American politics. 
Treason and obstruction of justice could be in 
store if this truly is an act of collusion. This 
whole event has the possibility to become 
one of the biggest scandals in American 

a recipe into URI’s success last year and this 
year. Practices are intense and the guys all have 
great chemistry with each other. Hurley does a 
wonderful job coaching and leading this team.
     The Rams are closing off on a remarkable 
season and seek to polish it off with their first 
NCAA championship.

these past games. She became New Zealand's 
youngest Winter Olympian after compet-
ing at the 2018 Olympic Winter Games in 
Pyeongchang at age 16.  In an interview for 
her Olympic 2018 profile, she stated, “I am 
so happy to be given this opportunity and 
am super-excited to be competing at my first 
Games so young...the idea of the Olympics 
seemed like a long shot, so I am so happy that 
my results over the past six months paid off 
and gave me a spot on the team. I don't mind 
being the youngest, I quite like it because I find 
it a bit more of a challenge."
     Being an Olympic athlete is one unimagi-
nable experience in itself. To be as young as 
fifteen years old, there is nothing quite like it. 

Florida shooting. No child, teacher or anyone 
else should ever feel unsafe in an American 
school.”
     If someone was to walk into LHS with a 
gun within the next thirty seconds, would you 
know what to do? Do you run? Do you hide? 
Do you save your classmate? Do you save 
yourself? There is no quick answer to prevent-
ing a tragedy like this, the only suggestion that 
can be made is to find safety and stay there 
until directions are given from the person in 
charge.  
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history.  However, as of right now there is no 
solid incriminating evidence regarding Donald 
Trump's direct involvement or knowledge of 
the Russians hacking. 
      However Russian collusion is no longer 
the sole product of investigation. Now there 
are talks as to whether or not Trump obstructed 
justice by firing James Comey, the initial lead 
investigator of the Russia scandal. The general 
theory is that Trump hoped to stunt the investi-
gation by replacing the director of the FBI with 
someone on his side.  
     Donald Trump's even said in an  interview 
that “ When I decided to just do it I said to 
myself… ‘you know, this Russia thing with 
Trump and Russia its a made up story.” in 
regards to firing Comey. 
     He went on to add “ It’s an excuse made by 
the Democrats for having lost an election they 
should have won”. The idea that the investiga-
tion  
     Mueller recently questioned Comey and it is 
believed that he is trying to figure out whether 
there is a legitimate case for obstruction of 
justice, another very incriminating issue. 
     However, the answers to all the questions 
of the Russia investigation are still up in the 
air. While what we do know is very convinc-
ing, there is still a lack of sufficient informa-
tion for anyone, especially the president, to 
be charged for a serious offence. Until then, 
America lingers in a very tumultuous period at 
which the legitimacy of our own government is 
questionable. 

please swipe left, and go to your room and 
think about what you’ve done” on the dating 
apps.  
     Many have taken to Twitter to express their 
feelings about the new dating app.  
    One user saw the opportunity to make a wall 
joke, saying “Build that wall...but not around 
your heart.” 
     “I love the wig on the logo,” another 
tweeted about the blue and gold design that 
displays Trump’s blonde hair sitting atop the 
‘T’ of Trump.Dating.
      This user expressed her extreme disap-
proval of the dating site, tweeting: “I’d rather 
date my ex than be involved in this.”
      Despite these reactions from Twitter users, 
Trump.Dating is good news (not fake news) 
for people who have fallen in love with the 
ways of President Trump, since they now have 
a chance to fall in love with someone with 
similar values to their own.  

dead. Flesh out a plan to avoid the zombies, 
including where you’d hide and the top-five 
things you’d bring to stay alive.” This allows 
you to use your creativity and imagination, 
creating your own scenario. 
     Lincoln High School junior, Joel Mitri 
adds her opinion on weird scholarships saying 
“I think it is a great idea to apply to as many 
scholarships as possible. Even if they are a lit-
tle strange, it will make them more enjoyable 
to complete. After all, it is less money I will  
have to pay when I am done with college!”  
     Some students assume that scholarships 
are primarily designed for students who are in 
dire need of financial assistance. This is not 
the case. In fact, winning a scholarship will 
be beneficial to any student for several years 
following their receipt of the award. If you are 
on the fence about applying for scholarships 
and unwilling to commit your time to the 
process, choose one of these fun scholarships 
that will surely take your mind off the stress 
of college.
     

really am.”
     The 52nd annual Lincoln High School Va-
riety Show kicks off March 16, and, if Jordan 
has anything to say about it, the show will 
indeed go on. 
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