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 The night before Christmas 
came like any other, 
plastic plates laid across 

the table with green beans, mashed potatoes and 
a hamburger. This was the routine dish served 
for dinner, even on holidays. No matter what, 
I never got tired of the same thing every night. 
Maybe it was because of how happy I felt to have 
a homemade meal cooked every night or maybe 

just the fact that I was surrounded by the only 
people I really bonded with and cared about. 
     I know it may seem strange to be happy 
about such things.  But as a 7-year old who was 
removed from several homes with only the worst 
memories that consumed me, I had lost all trust 
even in the most trustworthy of people and found 
it hard to move on from my past. You might be 
thinking “So what? That doesn’t sound so bad,” 
but as a young, scared, and confused child, not 
knowing what each day in the future was going to 
hold or who I could really trust, was mortifying. 
However, everyone around me understood what 
I was feeling and what I was going through, 
and we bonded together over our pasts, watched 
out for each other, and stuck together like a real 
family. With these people around me I finally felt 
safe. Even though I had no real family to call my 

own, no real home, and a very limited childhood 
left to enjoy, their company always comforted me 
and I soon learned that they were all I had and I 
was all they had. 
     Typical kids that were around my age at the 
time wished for trendy, popular toys and gadgets 
to be brought to them by the magical Santa Claus. 
The foster children and I just wanted Santa to at 
least visit us and perhaps leave a small gift for 

each of us, nothing more or less.
      We were all told before bed, “Santa might not 
be able to visit because he has a busy schedule, so 
don’t get too excited.” Every year we were told 
this just to keep us from being too disappointed 
when Santa did not arrive, and sadly this had 
happened a few times while I was in foster care. 
Still, everyone anxiously jumped into bed and 
fell asleep waiting for Christmas morning to 
arrive, hoping for the best instead of the worst. 
Of course, the morning came and as we all rushed 
downstairs to see if Santa had visited, each of 
us were greeted to either a coloring book and 
crayons or a deck of Old Maid cards. I picked up 
the book, flipping through the pages as I plopped 
onto the nearby chair, smiling enormously. The 
simple gifts left us so happy and grateful, and 
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Freshman Kasmira Galla has dedicated her holidays to making certain Santa arrives, bringing smiles 
to an estimated 1,600+ children since she started..  This year, she collected more than 200 toys to date 
from benefactors at LHS  and other Lincoln donors. phOtO by Kathryn pacKard

Giving us something to smile about

Please turn to GALLA, page 11

High School Absenteeism 
Affects College Performance

     According to a recent 
study by an organization 
known as Rhode Island 

Kids Count, it has been proven that when 
students graduate high school, they do not 
necessarily leave 
it behind. In a 
more simple way 
of putting it, high 
school follows 
you when you go 
to college. Many 
students miss 
countless amounts of 
classes during high 
school, thinking that 
it will not catch up to 
them if they do their 
work and always get 
the assignments they 
missed, but this is 
not necessarily the 
case. Studies have 
shown that if a student is absent frequently, their 
grades in college, and even in high school, will 
be significantly lower than those who were not 
absent as much during high school.   
     Many high school students who frequently 
miss school strongly believe that it is not a 
big deal seeing as though they think they are 
not missing anything important. However, 
Rhode Island Kids Count strictly states that, 
according to their studies, “students who are 
frequently absent from school miss critical 
academic and social learning opportunities 
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and are at risk of disengagement from school, 
academic failure, and dropping out”. Due to the 
consequences already listed, students who suffer 
from absenteeism during high school will most 
likely receive lower grades in college compared 

to students who do not seeing as though they 
miss critical academic and social learning 
opportunities and are, therefore, less educated.
     During the 2013-2014 school year, the Rhode 
Island Kids Count organization commenced a 
study on absence and attendance rates for every 
city located in Rhode Island. This particular study 
for Lincoln, Rhode Island, depicted how roughly 
16 percent of students are absent 12-17 days of 
the school year, along with the outrageous 19 

Please turn to ABSENT, page 11
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Mr. D. Jayson Schofield’s AP English class discusses literature’s impact on the 
Revolutionary War.

     What started 
as a series of 
peaceful protests 

in March 2011 eventually turned violent as 
a civil war resulted from hostile interactions 
between the newly formed Free Syrian Army, 
the rebellious civilians, and the established 
Syrian Regime. 
     As the war wages on in the Middle East, 
however, the two groups are becoming less 
distinguishable. Rebellion forces split into 
secular groups such as the infamous Islamic 
extremist group known as ISIS, and other sub-
divisions. Further complications are occurring as 
Russia enters the conflict and begins launching 
airstrikes on ISIS bases. The result of the 
political unrest is the largest refugee crisis since 
the Rwandan Genocide. As many as 110,000 
innocent men, women, and children have died 
in this conflict and an estimated 9 million have 
been displaced from their homes resulting in 
them to either flee the country or move to a 
refugee camp within Syria. This is nearly half of 
the population during pre-war conditions.
     Although it may seem like this is a “Syrian-
Only,” issue, it goes well beyond that because 
this crisis affects bordering nations as well as 
nations throughout the world. Human suffering 
is a global issue. The issue of where the over 
4.18 million registered refugees are to go is well 
into debate. Many Western nations, including the 
United States, have agreed to house the refugees. 

Should countries such as the United States help 
settle the refugees in its borders?
     This issue has been ignored by the U.S. lately. 
Why should the United States exert its resources 
on an issue that is halfway around the world, 

essentially irrelevant to its citizens? Additionally 
the United States could very well be risking its 
national security at the expense of our hospitality 
and financial resources. This is a very valid 

America Asks The Syrian Refugee Question
By William Hanna

speciaL to the Lion’s RoaR

Please turn to REFUGEES, page 11

Children are carried onto a bus specifically provided to Syrian refugees in Hungary by the Austrian 
government.  phOtO:  creative cOmmOns.
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What’s inside...

On December 2, 2015, 
14 people were killed 
and 21 others were 

injured in a mass shooting in San Bernardino, 
California, the second mass shooting of that day. 
     Neither, however, marked the first major 
shooting of the year. In fact, according to the 
Washington Post, within 336 days of this year, 
there have been 355 mass shootings, most of 
which were with legally obtained weapons. That 
means that four or more people in the United 
States have been shot in a single violent incident, 
on average, more than once every day of 2015.  
    This statistic begs the question: why?  The first 
issue in response to the question may relate to  
gun ownership, since most of the mass shootings 
were the result of a legally acquired firearm. 
     The Pew Research Center conducts a survey 
about household guns every year, and compared 
to past years, the overall ownership of guns is 
declining in America, with only one third of all 
American households in possession of a gun. 
     Yet the populations who are most likely to die 
as the result of gun violence are not in fact the 
people who own most of the guns in our country.  

By ailsa Ferland
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What the facts 
say about guns

Surprisingly, some statistics 
are slowly improving

Please turn to GUN VIOLENCE,  page 11
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                                                               by Bethany Lopes

The Legend of Krampus 
Santa’s BFF or Evil Counterpart?

  lev logic How have religious and holiday 
icons evolved in pop culture?  

DEHUMANIZATION

     Many children are 
programmed to know the 
legend of Santa, almost 

innately, learning of the big fat man with a white 
beard that travels chimney 
to chimney leaving gifts and 
stealing cookies. However, 
there is a Christmas-timed 
legend that is just as important 
as Santa but has been forgot-
ten and left in the dust. Of 
course, I’m talking about the 
legend of Krampus. 
     Once upon a time, long, 
long ago, there was an animal 
deep in the mountains of 
Germany. With thick fur, 
long curved horns, cloven 
hooves, and a pointy, long 
tongue. This animal’s name is 
Krampus, and he was Santa’s 
counterpart. A common 
misconception is that Santa 
dealt with the misbehaved 
children in the world, giving 
them coal. However, it is actually KRAMPUS 
that deals with these ill-advised children that lose 
faith in Christmas. 
     People use different tactics in handling mis-
behaved children; Krampus, though, chooses to 
literally beat the ‘naughty’ out of them and teach 
them to be nice. Deriving from the German word 
“krampen”, which means claw, is said to be the 
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son of Hel in Norse mythology (Hel is the ruler 
of the dead realm in Norse mythology). 
     Personally, I don’t know if this is the right 
way to go about it. If I am misbehaving, my 

parents just don’t let me 
go out to eat or not let me 
go out for the night, and I 
think that suffices just fine. 
Krampus on the other hand, 
resorts to violence and 
terror. 
     The legend of Krampus 
is indeed gaining steam 
for there is actually a 
movie that just came out on 
December 7th in the spirit 
of Christmas. This is one of 
the few movies dedicated 
to Krampus and received 
66% rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes, so you should 
definitely check it out. And 
if you think that I wrote this 
article just as an advertising 
scheme for the producers 

of Krampus 2015 (in theaters now if I didn’t say 
that already), then you’re wrong. It is simply a 
great movie with an even better storyline that 
I think everyone should go watch as soon as 
possible. The legend of Krampus is something 
that many people need to learn about, not only 
in order to save yourselves, but also to save the 
spirit of Christmas. Are you on the naughty list? 
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     Santa Claus: the widely-
loved jolly man that leaves 
presents under our trees, 

snacks on the cookies we so affectionately bake 
for him, and covers almost the entire world in one 
night. He’s a delightfully chubby, pale man with 
rosy red cheeks. 
     

This information is well-known among children 
that have been taught this by their parents, but 
how did it come to be?
     Santa Claus, or jolly old Saint Nick, is based 
on a real man whose name was Saint Nicholas. 
He was a bishop in what is now known as Turkey, 
and was known for his giving spirit. After he died 
he was elevated to Saint status, and the Feast 
of Saint Nicholas was celebrated on December 
sixth, the date of his death in 343. It was later 
decided to push the day of his celebration to 
Christmas. 
     Since he was born and lived in Turkey, he 
most likely was not pale and had light to medium 
brown skin. Perhaps the evolution of the image 
of Saint Nick was the result of assimilation 
over many years. He has a slightly different 
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description in every country he’s talked about, 
but in the U.S. he is a white old man. It could be 
that particular persona was more relatable to a 
wide variety of people earlier on in the country. 
     Many years ago there were less minorities 
in the United States, and let’s be honest, only 
white people ruled the country and held positions 

of power. This is a classic case of 
the assimilation of a Turkish man 
into classic. American stereotypes. 
I know it’s all fun and games, but 
there is a large difference between 
the actual man the legend was based 
on and the legend. Also, how does 
the idea of receiving gifts in large 
quantities relate in any way to Jesus’ 
birthday? It just fuels materialism 
and takes away from the meaning of 
the holiday.

     

Jesus Christ is another prime example of 
someone whose identity has altered over the 
years. He is the man that billions of people 
worship and thank for their own lives. It 
is commonly forgotten that the prophet of 

Please turn to AmERICANIzEd, page 11

An American Santa, at Santa’s Village in Jefferson, NH 
meets with children all year long.  Above, Julia, Brett 
and Lauren Germani in 2012 with their favorite  bearded 
gentleman.  Right, a depiction of the original
 St. Nicholas in Yaroslavi, 14th Century.
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the flashback
A Year of Trauma, Change and Growth... A Century Ago

Santa Claus Is Good for Your Mind Your Clean Hands May Not
Be As Sanitary As You Think

      A century, one hundred 
years, 36,500 days: no 

matter how you phrase it, it’s been a long time 
since 1915. 1915 was right in the middle of 
World War I and the Armenian genocide, and it 
was the birth year of great entertainers like Frank 
Sinatra.
     In its second year, World War II mainly 
involved Austria-Hungary and Germany against 
the UK, Serbia, France, Japan, Italy, and 
Russia. At the second battle over the control of 
the Flemish town of Ypres, the Germans set a 
dangerous precedent by repeatedly using chlorine 
gas against their enemies. Although the gas was 
effective in catching the Allied powers off guard, 
the mode of dispersal backfired and killed many 
German troops as well, as the wind pushed it 
towards friendly lines. Meanwhile, on May 7 
Germany was also breaking international laws by 

By ailsa Ferland
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torpedoing the British 
ocean liner Lusitania. 
The U-Boat attack left 
1,198 dead, some of 
whom were Americans. 
This attack eventually 
led to the American 
decision to join WWI in 
1917. 
     While the 
implantation of 
chemical warfare was 
controversial back in 
1915, the labelling of 
the great persecution 
of the entire Armenian 
population of the 
Ottoman Empire as 
a genocide is still 

extremely 
controversial 
today. In April 
of 1915, the 
Ottoman government became worried 
enough with the Armenian demands 
for representation that they began to 
systematically eliminate their voices. 
Three years after this scheme began, 
half of the Armenian population was 
dead.
     In the United States, three people 
would also die because of Typhoid 
Mary. As the first asymptomatic 
carrier of typhoid fever, Mary infected 
51 people during her career, and 
after escaping her first isolation by 
promising never to be a cook again, in 

1915 she was arrested and forced into a 

second isolation after changing 
her name and resuming her job 
as a cook again. Eventually, 
Mary would die from 
pneumonia after three decades 
of isolation. Woodrow Wilson 
was president during this time, 
when racism was still prevalent 
in everyday life, and a Superior 
Court in Georgia accepted a 
charter for the establishment of 
a new Ku Klux Klan. Stamps 
cost only two cents, and the 
Boston Red Sox won the World 
Series against the Phillies. 
     Although the World Series 
went on as scheduled, many 
other sporting events, like 
Wimbledon, were cancelled 
because of the World War. 
The entertainment industry 
was preparing for the future as 
Denishawn Dance 

School was established, the trainers 
of many future dance stars, and 
Muddy Waters, Les Paul, Barbara 
Billingsley and Edith Piaf were all 
born in 1915. The controversial 
Birth of a Nation film was released, 
Audrey Munson became the first 
actress to shed her clothes on screen, 
and Romain Rolland won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature. Orson Welles and 
Arthur Miller were also born, getting 
ready to make their literary marks 
on the world. Arthur Miller would 
later write the Crucible, a favorite of 
eleventh grade English classes today, 

and would be labelled as a communist on the 
Hollywood Blacklist for proposing ideas that did 
not match up with his time period.
     Overall, 100 years ago many events occurred 
that did not follow the conformities of the era, 
but these events directly affected the way society 
evolved into its modern day structure.

A political cartoon on Typhoid Mary, who 
infected 51 people with Typhoid Fever in her 
lifetime. phOtO: Library Of cOngress

Boston Red Sox during the 1915 World Series. phOtO: Library Of cOngress

German soldiers using chemical warfare during the Second Battle of 
Ypres. phOtO: Library Of cOngress

Frank Sinatra at 50 years old. phOtO:  us Library Of cOngress

     With Christmas spirit 
flying high, many children 
are eagerly awaiting 

their yearly trip from Santa with hopes of him 
delivering all of the gifts that they wished for 
under the Christmas tree. The faith that children 
keep in Santa is one of the best parts of childhood 
that teaches them subliminal lessons as well, like 
to be generous and good to others, and that if a 
fat man with a white beard can travel to every 

house in the world in 24 hours then you can 
do anything that you set your mind to as well. 
However, the day that a child finds out that it 
is actually their parents putting gifts under the 
tree is often a sad one and most often marks the 
end of a child’s blissful innocence. In retrospect, 
it seems pretty odd that parents convince their 
children of a mysterious, fat, gift-giver only to set 
them up for heartbreak by revealing the truth that 
there is no Santa Claus. However, is it harmful 
for this eventual heartbreak, or does it actually 
make sense to keep the faith in Santa Claus alive 
for children? 
      Jared Durtschi, a professor of marriage 
and family therapy at Kansas State University, 
believes that the idea of Santa Claus is actually 
healthy for children as it promotes selflessness, 
saying “If it’s about giving and love and service, 
I think it’s a healthy, wonderful thing that can 

By alex levin
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help them for the rest of their life.” It is true, that 
Santa teaches kids good lessons, and if nothing 
else gives them a reason to be nice to others and 
behave the whole year in attempt of not receiving 
coal in their stocking. 
     During adolescent years, many teenagers 
can’t believe that they actually believed in the 
Santa Claus tale at one point. However, it makes 
sense as children already think in such magical 
and imaginary manners. It almost seems natural 

to them and they don’t even question the many 
things wrong with the tale of Santa’s legend. 
The idea is so universally accepted by youth that 
a study shows that a whopping 84 percent of 
children still believe in Santa. Of this 84 percent, 
a majority 53 percent of children find out that 
it’s all a lie from someone other than their 
parents (The organization of Santa: fetishism, 
ambivalence and narcissism, 2011). A truth that 
is promoted so heavily from adults should at least 
be exposed by the grown ups that culture it so 
much, right? 
     This now brings up the question on how to 
tell children that Santa does not actually deliver 
gifts to them on the night of Christmas.  Helen 
Egger, a Child Psychologist at the Department 
of Child and Adolescent Psychology at Duke 
University, says to wait for “When children start 

     Despite all the fun holiday activities going on and visiting with family and 
friends, the winter can be disgusting. All throughout the winter and the harsh 
New England weather, people are constantly sneezing, coughing, sniffling, 

blowing their noses, catching the stomach bug or fighting a fever.  
     This time of year is a germophobe’s nightmare. 
    Students who sneeze, cough, etc. in class, who are looking to clean their hands quickly and 
decisively, will turn to hand sanitizer which is provided in all of our classrooms. But what many do not 
realize is that the hand sanitizer they are using regularly is hardly as effective as washing with good 
old-fashioned soap and water.
     With the proliferation in the use of santizers in hospitals and other public places, people have 
come to believe that these products are more efficient and in fact more effective in killing germs than 
traditional hand washing. However, soap and water is equivalent to, if not better than, hand sanitizers 
when it comes 
to washing your 
hands. 
     Generally 
people look to use 
hand sanitizer as a 
substitute for soap 
and water, but 
really it should be 
used in addition 
to washing your 
hands the old-
fashioned way. 
If your hands 
are visibly dirty, 
hand sanitizer 
has been proven 
to be completely 
ineffective with 
materials such as 
dirt or protein and 
fat (like when handling with meat), because the soil reacts with the chemicals in the sanitizer making 
it inactive.
    “Appropriate hand washing is the most effective way to remove germs/bacteria,” said School 
Nurse Rhonda Sexton.  “Hand sanitizers should not replace hand washing.  It is used when sinks are 
unavailable.”
     Advertisers try to convince people that with one hundred percent alcohol, their product will do 
the job better than others. However, to get the best clean with an alcoholic based hand sanitizer, the 
presence of water is necessary. Therefore, products with 60  to 95 percent alcohol content are the most 
effective hand sanitizers. For this reason, hand sanitizers are also not harmless. They are flammable 
and toxic. 
     Ultimately, hand sanitizers “should be kept out of reach of children,” according to beliefnet.com. 
“In general, hand sanitizers are acceptable to use between regular soap-and-water washing of the 

By samantHa leal

Lion’s RoaR staff

Hand sanitizer is not all it’s cracked up to be. phOtO by samantha LeaL

Please turn to SANTA, page 11 Please turn to SANITARY, page 11

Tenby’s Santa Run, an annual fun run held in Pembrokshire, England, requires runners to dress as the 
jolly old elf.  phOtO:  creative cOmmOns
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Faculty Fast-Talk 
by Ashley Votta

The Long And The 
ShorT of IT

By AilsA FerlAnd And sAmAnthA leAl

Having any problems in school?  Write into us at  thelionsroar.lincoln@gmail.com!
 All information will remain anonymous.

Mrs. Melissa Schofield

1. Favorite flavor of 
pie?  
     Blueberry
2. Date of birth?  
     8 /7/19 too long ago
3. Most recent book 
read?  
     Girl on a Train
4. Heels or flats?  
     School - flats.  Oth-
erwise - heels
5. Favorite article of 
clothing?  
     Comfy sweats
6. Define confidence.   
     Confidence is being 
okay with yourself 
- both how you look 
and how you feel.  
Confidence is knowing 
your own strengths and 
weaknesses and using 
them to better yourself. 
It comes with age and 

maturity.  
7. When did you start dancing?  
     Age 2
8. What’s your favorite part about being a 
class advisor? 
     Getting to know the kids outside of the math 
classroom and watching kids grow and mature 
throughout the years.  Also, it’s helping plan the 
events like proms and spirit week that kids will 
remember long after they leave LHS.
9. Say the best thing about your sons.  
     Evan - funny, talented and full of potential.
     Brendan - my sweetheart.  
10. Define being a mother.  
     The best job in the world
11. Favorite film?   
     Pitch Perfect. 
12. Say something random.  
     Something random
13. Tell us a joke.  
     Why was 6 afraid of 7?  Because 7 8 9 
14. Worst joke? 
     Why was 6 afraid of 7?  Because 7 8 9 
15. Teacher best friend?  
     My husband
16. How many siblings do you have? 
      0 and it’s awful. 
17. When did you realize you were an adult? 
     I guess when I graduated college
18. How many times a day do you check your 
email?
     10
19. What are you most looking forward to this 
year?  

     Seeing the 
seniors graduate 
and getting through 
Geometry
20. Favorite 
flower?  
     Tulips
21. NBC or CBS?  
     NBC
22. Biggest fear?  
     Birds - I hate 
birds.
23. Language 
you took in high 
school?  
     Italian
24. Language you 
wish you spoke 
now?  
     Spanish 
25. What would 
you say to Cher?  
      I hate your 
songs.

26. If you were not teaching what would you 
be doing?  
     Being a back up singer for James Taylor sit-
ting on a stool in a cute black dress. 
27. Do you like moccasins?  
     Yes
28. Would you shave your head for a good 
cause? 
     It would have to be a VERY good cause. 
29. What’s your spirit animal?  
     What is a spirit animal???? 
30. Secret special talent?  
     I can twirl a baton really well. 
31. If you had to ask yourself a question in this 
interview what would you ask?   
     Why do you like teaching math?  Answer: 
I like helping kids understand the subject that 
many people consider the most difficult. 
32. Fluff or jelly?  
     Neither, I’m a peanut butter girl. 
33. Sweet potato or regular fries?  
     Sweet potato all the way
34. If there was a formula for happiness what 
would it be?  
     Happiness =  family + friends + love + peace 
+ health + laughter
35. Favorite part of the day?  
     Hmmmm, that depends on the day.
36. What do you think of RSVP?  
     I love the idea. We have such great kids with 
good ideas here. 
37. What do you think about hairless cats?  

Q: What exactly is holiday 
cheer? Is it something I can 
express?

The Long of It:
     Ailsa: Holiday cheer can 
be observed as the general 
change in attitude that people 
experience as the holidays 
approach. Many people often 
become much more generous 
and positive as the holiday 
season rolls in, which directly 
affects the people around 
them. The best way you can 
express cheeriness is by 
getting caught up in the loveli-
ness of this season. The end of 
fall and beginning of winter, 
whether marked by a religious 
day or not, is its own season 
in itself, that is, the season of giving. So wear a 
smile, and help out your peers! 
     Sam: Despite what Ailsa mentioned about 
people having a generous and positive attitude 
during the holiday season, many people dread the 
holiday season. They feel stressed out, busy, and 
rushed, and they just can’t wait for it to be over. 
But even when other people around you don’t 
seem to be expressing any holiday cheer you still 
can by staying positive, selfless, and enjoying 
spending time with family and friends. You can 
also express holiday cheer by trying to spread 
your positivity to others around you, especially to 
those who feel stressed out and overwhelmed by 
the holiday season. 
The Short of It:
     “The best way to spread Christmas cheer is 
singing loud for all to hear.” -ELF

Q: OUR FIRST WRITE IN!!!! Dear Ailsa and 
Sam, My dog likes to run away. How can I keep 
him home?

The Long of It:
     Sam: Give him lots of treats to make him fat 
so he can’t run in the first place.
     Ailsa: I don’t think your vet would be too 
happy about that.
     Sam: Yeah don’t do that. That’s probably not 
a good idea. Instead let your dog out in the yard 
often so he does not feel the need to take off when 
you open the front door because he will be spend-
ing a lot of time in the great outdoors. Also make 
sure you take him for lots of walks. He will be 
less likely to run away if he’s used to going out in 
your company. And of course you can still reward 
him for good behavior with lots of treats!

     Ailsa: Well now that Sam 
took the words right out of my 
mouth (except she wasn’t kissing 
me, like Meatloaf might think), 
I’ll just have to point out that you 
should spend some time training 
your dog not to bolt. Lots of 
leash time may be necessary at 
first, but eventually your dog 
will understand that your house 
is the place to be, especially if 
you have the best dinner! When 
I was training my dogs, we 
implemented the techniques of 
Cesar Milan, the dog whisperer. 
His website/ magazine, https://
www.cesarsway.com/, is a useful 
resource to learn about this train-
ing method!
The Short of It:
     “Get a dog who looks just like 

him and you will never know if he is there or 
not.” –Ninny Reynolds

Q: My best friend is planning to ask the same 
person I want to ask to the school dance. What 
should I do?

The Long of It:
     Ailsa: Talk. The downfall of any relation-
ship is lack of communication. Your best friend 
should be aware of this dilemma and you two 
should work it out in person. There are various 
ways to handle it, rocks paper scissors, taking 
two completely different people, or even just 
going together, make it a girls’ night out! Some-
thing as silly as a date to a dance should not 
get in between the friendship you two share, so 
move forward and keep supporting each other!
     Sam: Ailsa has it right; communication is an 
extremely important part of any relationship. If 
one of you has an issue, or sees an issue arising, 
the best way to fix it, or avoid it is to discuss 
the problem to make sure that you both have 
an understanding of what is going on, and each 
other’s opinions on the situation. With this in-
formation the two of you can come to some sort 
of resolution. You can also always be the bigger 
person and let your friend ask the person and 
find someone else to go with. Odds are you will 
still hang out with your friend and their date 
at the dance, and it will be a fun night. It isn’t 
something that is worth completely stressing 
over. Go with someone you will have a good 
time with and just enjoy your night out.

The Short of It:
     Go by yourself and “shake it off!”

Please turn to FAST TALK, page 11

Charming Charlie’s charms shoppers,
bringing charisma to Smithfield Crossing

On Monday November 
9th, a modern way to buy 
clothing and accessories 

made its first appearance to Rhode Island. In 
Smithfield, RI, the Smithfield Commons added 
Charming Charlie’s as the newest shopping 
experience to its string of stores. Charming 
Charlie’s was found in 2004 to bring a different 
approach to retail stores. What makes this 
company unique is its color coordination 
throughout.  There is 
an array of choices 
for jewelry, clothing, 
handbags, shoes, and 
other accessories.
     Charming Charlie’s 
is striving to make 
a contribution to the 
community. This new 
store will offer the 
brand’s “Fabulous 
Fundraisers,” which 
will allow members of 
the community to host 
events inside the store 
and donate a portion of 
the proceeds to a local 
charity. Also, they will 
host “Fun with Friends,” 
a shopping extravaganza 

hundred stores in the United States 
and Canada. The store is hoping to 
be just as successful as the other 
locations it has. Where Charming 
Charlie’s is located now, it replaced 
the Children’s Place which went out 
of business at this specific location.     
      Store worker, Caitlyn, said, “We 
believe that life should always be 
colorful. What better way to express 
that other than through our stores 
atmosphere.” 
     When you step inside Charming 
Charlie’s, each side of the store 
will be decorated and stacked with 
different colored merchandise. This 
is very beneficial because if you are 
looking for all blue colored products 
to wear, they will be located in the 
same vicinity only a reach away from 
one another.
     The stores hours include the 
following, Monday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m.  and Sunday 11 
a.m.. to 6 p.m.. 

for school events and social gatherings where 
parties of ten or more will receive a moderate 
discount on their purchases.
     Although it does not quite compare to the 
extensive size of the Patriots Place massive 
location, the more than 5,000 square feet of 
shopping will help you find all that you need. 
Similar products are being sold at each of the 
different locations. In comparison to the location 
at Patriots Place, the size is visible, although the 

qualities of the 
products are 
just as well 
made. Another 
Charming 
Charlie’s is 
located within 
the area at the 
Natick Mall. It 
is an upscale 
mall located 
in Natick, 
MA about 
a 40 minute 
drive from the 
fine streets 
of Lincoln. 
Charming 
Charlie’s has 

more than three 

By anna WaHl and 
isaBella diorio

Lion’s RoaR staff

The hot pink doors of Charming Charlie’s, Smithfield. phOtO by 
anna wahL

Inside Charming Charlie’s, accessories 
are arranged in color-coded sections. 

phOtO by anna wahL

                                                        phOtO by nicOLe carpenter    
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Top 10 Shows
You Haven’t SeenSibling [sib-ling]: noun. 1. Best Friend 2. Worst Enemy

No other love like the love of a sibling

Music reborn, renewed and repeated: 
Sounds like a comeback to me!  

By GaBBy Carson

Lion’s RoaR staff

     Approxi-
mately 80 
percent of 

Americans have one or more sib-
lings, according to U.S. news. Many 
teenagers do not always appreciate 
having a brother or sister, though. 
Siblings fight, compete, finish all 
the food, make a mess, steal each 
others clothes, and the list contin-
ues. Talking to any average high 
school student with siblings can 
name at least one of those reasons, 
and their own specific reasons on 
why having a sibling is an annoying 
hassle. Of course that is not all sib-
lings, but it is more often than not. 
      Junior Sam Andrews, who has 
a brother a year younger states “If 
you’re in the mood to be frustrated 
or annoyed, siblings have got your 
back.” Jessica and Eric O’Neill are 
siblings that do not have a great 
relationship. Jess indicated “It’s not 
as fun as it seems having a sibling in 
the same school as you, especially if 
you are younger than them, because 
then people will only know you or 
refer to you as ‘Eric’s sister’. And 
when I say hi to him he just looks 
away.” Eric followed up with “It’s 
annoying when your little sister says 
“Hi” to you in the hallway.” Jess then replied by 
saying “I am not that much younger than you.” 
      All siblings do not disagree and some have a 
good relationship in their youth. Another brother 
and sister duo are Josh and Jenny Kang. Jenny 
is a freshmen this year and said “I feel better as 
a freshmen obviously, my brother has made my 
freshmen year more comfortable, and he gives 
me rides to school.” On the other hand Josh 
explained, “It’s kind of a pain sometimes when I 
have to give her rides but otherwise it’s not really 
a pain. I like having Jenny in school with me.” 
      The interesting thing is, that often as young 
toddlers, siblings get along and find friendship in 
one another, then puberty hits, and it is a mess, 

but as adults, often times siblings have stronger 
bonds than ever. The tough adolescent years 
pass, and the ability to connect with a sibling 
is easier. During the teenage years, it is more 
difficult to get along due to developing needs, 
that may vary from the other siblings as well as 
what Kids Health writes as “individual tempera-
ments” which includes mood, adaptability, and 
individual personality.  It is scientific fact that 
having a sibling is an excellent thing through all 
stages of life. The Boston Globe writes “Sibling 
relationships help kids develop sympathy, which 
overtime can foster prosocial behaviors such as 
helping and sharing with others.” U.S. News 
adds by saying “They [siblings] can help kids 
make developmental strides in a ‘safe relation-

     There is 
evidence of 
our techno-

logically advancing world every-
where. In school we are integrating 
technology into our learning, there 
are new jobs that accommodate the 
changes that are made, and news sta-
tions have taken to various forms of 
social media in order to reach wider 
audiences. Another field that has 
been affected by today’s advanced 
technology is music. 
     It is inevitable for music to 
evolve with the changing technol-
ogy. Some bands embrace this 
ever-changing music landscape by 
organizing their albums into differ-
ent eras. This helps the performers 
stay relevant to the times, while 
preventing all of their music from 
sounding the same. It has also 
contributed to the return of several 
performers that had been out of the 
spotlight for a while.
     In the past, Justin Bieber has 
struggled with drugs and alcohol, so 
he took a while off of performing. On November 
13, Justin burst back onto the music scene with 
his new album “Purpose.” This album has con-
verted many former skeptics to Beliebers. Living 
up to the album name, Bieber has written more 
meaningful songs than he has in the past. A lot 
of them sound apologetic, and it’s up to the fans 
to decipher if they are aimed at them, or possibly 
someone who Justin dated in the past (ahem, 
Selena Gomez). His voice, along with his sound, 

ship’ and provide 
good training for 
interacting with 
peers”
      Ms. Robidoux 
has talked about 
her brother in her 
classes, so she was 
a good person to 
ask about how her 
relationship with 
her brother was 
strengthened, she 
responded when 
asked about her 
relationship, with, 
“I can CLEARLY 
remember knock-
down, drag-out 
fights with my 
brother when we 
were kids.. I also 
clearly recall how 
many times my 
folks would say, 
‘When you’re 
older, you’ll be 
thankful you have 
each other.’  I 
hated hearing 
it, but time has 

proven them so 
right.” She continued by saying “There is no 
bond deeper; your siblings were there for all 
those crucial early experiences of life, and re-
member so much.  Over the years, my brother 
has helped me move, fixed my car, listened to 
me when life felt awful, and I’ve done similar 
things for him.” 
      Violeta Paul, an only child, says “I used 
to get mad at my parents saying they failed 
me by not giving me a brother or sister.” A lot 
of only children love not having a sibling, but 
also can get lonely, and want somebody to 
share their childhoods with. Having a sibling 
is not something a child can control, but 
definitely something to someday be grateful 
for in the future.

Jess O’Neill with older brother Eric O’Neill.                                                phOtO by ashLey vOtta

Justin Bieber in 
2015, above, and 
in 2009, right.

PHOTOS: Wikimedia 
Commons

Please turn to MUsic, page 11

     With winter break and 
the cold weather approach-
ing, many teenagers find 

themselves staying home with nothing to do. In 
order to prevent this from happening, Netflix, as 
well as other popular entertainment subscription 
websites, is here to comfort you. If you seem to 
not know which “underground” show is best for 
you, then I recommend that you continue reading 
in order to discover quality shows that are enter-
taining, for any genre, that are not as discussed 
seeing as though they are not premiered on na-
tional television like most other popular shows.
1.  House of Cards – This series is set in present 
day Washington D.C., where a Democrat from 
South Carolina’s 5th congressional district, by 
the name of Frank Underwood, is determined to 
reveal the true secrets of government. (Netflix)
2.  Master of None – This is a witty and hilarious 
series about a 30-year-old guy by the name of Dev 
trying to make it big in the acting industry and, 
therefore, must learn to mature in his hometown of 
New York City. (Netflix)
3.  A Very Murray Christmas – This film is per-
fect for the winter time and holiday season seeing 
as though it is about a man who just can’t seem to 
get rid of his holiday cheer.
4.  One Tree Hill – This is your typical teenage 
drama show and, although it premiered on televi-
sion a couple of years ago, there are still many 
people captivated by this series. (WB Network)
5.  Beasts of No Nation – This show is action-
packed and mysterious; it has to do with a young 
boy who lost his family and his childhood to a 
brutal war. Now, he has to learn how to survive 
despite the pain. (Netflix)
6.  River – A series about a detective, by the name 
of John Rivers, who handles almost every crime 
he encounters. (BBC)
7.  Sense8 – this is about how the government is 
planning on exterminating people who have the 
gift of telepathic communication…but only if they 
can catch them.  (Netflix)
8.  What Happened, Miss Simone? – This docu-
mentary is about the life of Nina Simone, a civil 
rights activist and entertainer. (Netflix)
9.  Peaky Blinders – The series portrays a fight 
between a murderous English street gang and an 
Irish lawman determined to destroy them. (BBC)
10. Longmire – Although this show about a law-
man who is, “trying to take down bad guys,” is 
like plenty of others when it comes to plot detail, it 
still captivates fully engages the audience. (A&E)

By delaney CavanauGH

Lion’s RoaR staff

  As the winter 
season approaches 
many people are lost 

and questioning what they can do to remain busy. 
Often when the weather gets cold, activities get 
limited; however that eliminates all the fun of the 
winter season. Contrary to popular beliefs, there 
are plenty of fun things to do in the winter with 
friends and family.  
     Here are just a few fun things to do in the win-
ter, whether you venture out or stay at home.

1.  Go ice skating.  (Newport or Providence)
2.  Go to LaSallette Shrine, located at 

947 Park Street, Attleboro MA.  The Festival of 
Lights continues through January 3.

3.  Have a gingerbread house competition: 
Organize a contest with family and friends at 
home. It’s delicious, whether you win or lose.

4.  Make s’mores over the stove: During 
the summer everybody loves sitting by a fire and 
making s’mores so why not make the winter just 
as fun?

5.  Watch movies and enjoy a nice cup 
of something hot: Netflix and chill? More like 
Netflix and cocoa! Whip out the Hershey’s cocoa 
powder and marshmallows and enjoy a nice three 
star Netflix original!

6.  Go sledding: When the snow finally 
begins to fall, and our superintendent calls our 
homes informing us school will be canceled for 
the day, don’t sit at home doing nothing.  Call a 

friend, grab a sled and hit the snow covered hills 
of Chase Farm.

7.  Have a snowball fight: Snowball fights 
can be as fun as you make them to be. Just look 
at Spongebob and Patrick. If you want to make 
it really interesting, make forts and get a bunch 
of friends on it and have a snowball death match. 
(Just use your imagination).

8.  Read a book: Although sometimes our 
lives get boring, they also get just too hectic to 
pass up any relaxing time that may arise. So put 
on your fuzzy socks, make some tea, and sit by 
the fire with your book.

9.  Take a day trip to New York or Boston: 
Sometimes staying in Lincoln all winter is not 
the best option, so take a spontaneous day trip to 
New York or Boston and experience something 
new.  

10.  Pick up a hobby: Instead of spending a 
lazy day doing nothing and sitting on the couch, 
pick up a hobby, something that can keep you 
busy at any time on any day.  Maybe you could 
even ask for knitting needles this holiday season!

The best thing you can do for yourself and 
the people around you during a long winter?  Stay 
cool.  Be positive.  There is one guarantee in New 
England... It doesn’t take long for the weather to 
change.  

10 Things To Do When 
the Temperature Drops
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a day in the life of lhs

     With the Holiday Season in full swing, it can often be hard to stay healthy, while trying to keep up with 
everything. This is exactly where Lincoln High School programs come in. There are various resources offered 
throughout the cold months to keep your mind, body, and soul in check this winter.

     Stress can often build up to extremes during the middle of the school year, and letting it bottle up always ends badly. If you are 
feeling the pressure, the first person you should talk to is your advisory teacher. Advisory teachers are meant to be an adult outside of 
your family to talk to. The next person on the tier of resources at LHS is your guidance counselor. Guidance counselors are there to 
motivate you academically, but also to guide you in social problems. For more serious problems, Mrs. Sara Stevens, CAGS, NCSP, 
Mrs. Karen Kruth, LICSW, and Mr. Chris Smith, LICSW, BCD are available to talk. 
     Mrs. Stevens is the School Psychologist, and her job is to promote positive behavior, provide support, and help students adapt 
to new stresses that arise in high school. The job of a school psychologist mainly focuses on kids with special learning or behavior 
problems. Mrs. Kruth is the Student Assistance Counselor, she is a confidential resource for concerns about substance abuse, and 
helps students approach their problems in a different way, sometimes offering outside of school resources. Although her specialty is 
in substance abuse, she says “I am a support for any student”. Furthermore, the latest member to LHS’s student services staff is Mr. 
Smith, the School Social Worker. As a social worker, Mr. Smith is here to connect school, home, and the community and to work 
with kids to prevent their problems from reaching extremes. In action he says, “what I tend to do most is help students deal with and 
regulate their emotions and behaviors. Students come to me when they are anxious, depressed, angry, and stressed. I also help them 
problem solve around difficult social situations.” As a team, these three teachers play a major role in maintaining an overall positive 
attitude at Lincoln High School.
     Besides the negative effects winter can often have on the mind, the colder months often affect our bodily health. With the first 
snow comes widespread outbreaks of the common cold and more unhealthy eating habits. Fortunately, LHS provides healthy 
exercise and food programs to help build up the immune systems of the student body. Try outs for winter sports recently took place, 
which provide a great way to shape and meet new people. The super loop around the school, utilized by the fall sports teams, also 
clears up during this time of year, which makes it a nice local running spot. Moreover, actually participating in Mile and a Half 
Monday in PE is a great opportunity to maintain strong lungs to fight against disease. As for cuisine, the lunch staff are constantly 
introducing healthier meal options, in addition to the introduction of our very own microwave in the Old Cafeteria! This microwave 
now gives you the opportunity to bring in leftovers from nutritious dinners to heat up during the lunch period. In short, there should 
be nothing keeping you from keeping your body in check this winter, except, maybe, a blizzard.
     As of right now, LHS is Rhode Island’s best high school level resource for relaxing the soul through meditation and yoga. Starting 
as a long term sub for Ms. Robidoux two years ago, Ms. Kileen Gilroy made an impact with short “Meditation Monday” sessions in 
her room every Monday morning. From this, Ms. Gilroy has now created a mini meditation empire with a devoted group of partici-
pants, executive board and the introduction of yoga November 30th. Ms. Gilroy is always looking for newcomers and creates a very 
welcoming and peaceful escape from the daily toils of life, so stay tuned on the WLHS daily announcements for when and where the 
club will be meeting each Monday!
     LHS offers so many opportunities to find and maintain happiness, so utilize them this winter, rise up for your health LHS!

Staying Healthy at LHS
By ailsa Ferland

Lion’s RoaR staff

6 The Lion’s Roar     December 2015                                     The Lion’s Roar 7 



8 The Lion’s Roar                    December 2015

Nothing Sweeter Than An Ugly Holiday Sweater
Except Maybe These Holiday Fashion Trends

By asHley votta

Lion’s RoaR staff

FBLA School Store Takes Cares of Business

      Winter coats, boots, and 
mittens and gloves, are 
the best way to keep 

the cold out and the fashion in. Lincoln High 
School, and New England all together is getting 
chilly. From warming up your car, to ice skating 
in Kennedy Plaza, these three fashion articles will 
keep you up with the fashion times, and prevent 
a nasty winter illness.  
All these options can 
be affordable and 
easy to mix into any 
wardrobe, to survive 
winter in style. 
      Glamour Maga-
zine made a list of 
the “Top 50 Faux 
Fur Coats” with the 
description “Wrap up 
in one of fashion’s 
coolest faux furs coats 
to keep out the winter 
chill - go on, fake it” 
They showed choices 
in all neutral colors, 
such as cream, beige, 
and grey.  The traits 
that make them fashion forward are the different 
lengths and textures of fur.  Fur keeps everybody 
warm, and the faux fur is humane at the same 
time. Big collars on fur coats, or even just faux 
fur trim on a hood of a non-fur coat adds to the 
uniqueness of any coat choice.  Faux fur vests 
have a similar appeal. Although not the best 

choice for staying warm, accessorizing with vests 
dresses up any outfit and is cozy chic. Vogue 
Magazine insisted that “Fur is this season’s 
instant glamour hit and nothing will keep you 
warmer.” 
      Keeping your hands warm on the steering 
wheel, or being outside and not having to stuff 
your hands in your pockets, is an easy fix with 

a variety of 
mitten or 
glove style 
choices.  Mit-
tens are great 
when you do 
not need to 
do much with 
your hands 
and fingers, 
like driving. 
Gloves, on 
the other 
hand, are 
good when 
you have to 
carry things, 
or hold ob-
jects. For the 

texting addicts, they even make gloves with tech 
fingers, so using your phone will not be a hassle 
and you can stay warm while on the phone. Or, if 
preferred to have fingers exposed, but still keep 
palms and knuckles warm, mittens that have a top 
that folds down exposing your fingers, is another 
great transversable option. Mittens and gloves 

come in endless combinations of colors and 
materials. Vogue Magazine writes “Color-wise, 
anything goes - from metallics and two-tone 
styles, to subtle 
shades of mulberry 
and Air Force blue. 
Of course, classic 
black is still a win-
ner.” Of course, if 
they match or com-
pliment your coat, 
even better. Double 
lined pairs that are 
knit on the outside 
and fleece on the 
inside provide 
maximum warmth. 
At any local cloth-
ing store, or even 
Target, a great pair 
can be picked up for 
less than ten dollars.  
      For the winter 
footwear, boots 
are the answer.  
Whether classic and 
simple, or dark and edgy they can be a perfect 
pair of shoes to grab on the coldest days coming. 
Tall leather boots are “Great with fall’s chunky, 
oversize sweaters and big, boxy jackets. And 
the short ankle booties that are everywhere right 
now are a “Fun take on that classic shape. They 
look especially cool with a great pair of woolly 
socks scrunched down around the tops,” writes 

Cosmopolitan Magazine Online.  Black and tan 
leather and suede are the most popular choices, 
for their ability to match almost everything and 

appear super 
sleek and stylish. 
Although, those 
are more stylistic 
choices, and not 
the best for the 
snow. “Duck” 
style snow 
boots, like Bean 
Boots are warm, 
comfortable, 
and fashionable. 
They come in 
multiple colors 
like brown and 
navy blue, and 
a variety of 
lengths. They 
are so popular 
they are on a 
month long back 
orders! Similar 
styles not from 

LL Bean can be found at a variety of different 
shoe stores in many brands.  
     Before the seasonal depression kicks in, spice 
up your wardrobe with some fun but functional 
and mod purchases in the categories of coats, 
boots, and gloves and mittens. With the holiday 
season coming up they can be a great gift to ask 
for.

Anna Wahl models a pair of maroon mittens. phOtO by ashLey vOtta

Bean Boots by L.L.Bean provide warmth and comfort during cold winter 
months. phOtO by ashLey vOtta

     As soon as you walk through 
the main doors of Lincoln High 
School, directly to the right is the 

FBLA store, facilitated and organized by the Future 
Business Leaders of America group at our school.  In 
this corner of our school students can socialize in the 
morning before the bell rings, buy food and drinks, as 
well as in the afternoon when school ends.  The school 
store sells everything from water bottles, iced tea, chips 
and candy for low prices.  The famous freshly made 
cookies in the store everyday always attract a crowd. 
Behind the counter are members of FBLA which helps 
them learn how to handle money and work a cash regis-
ter.  Dylan Anderson, a member of FBLA has worked  
the store one day after school every week since the 
beginning of this school year and has already learned a 
lot from his experience.  “I have learned many skills,” 
Dylan explain, “for instance counting money quickly 
and also how to memorize prices for numerous items.”  
      The FBLA store is a popular place for students to 
spend time with their friends before and after school.  
High-top tables and chairs surround the walls of the 
store where students can sit and have a place to finish 
any last minute homework.  Sandra Nkwantabisa is a 
junior at LHS and has called the store a home for her 
and her friends to spend time together since their fresh-
man year.  
     “The FBLA store is a nice place to hang out in the 
morning and do work”, Sandra explained, “I get to 
socialize with my friends, it’s a calm environment.” 
Sandra and her friends have many memories made at 
the store.  Scrambling to finish last minute homework, 
asking people to dances and telling each other stories 
from the weekend, all in the comfortable home of the 
FBLA store.  

By Carly sWanson

Lion’s RoaR staff

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP:
Sandra Nkwantabisa at work.  Sophia 

Drezek waits on her sister, Katelyn 
Drezek. Lions merchandise is always 
available at the school store. Zachary 

Raheb (center) assists Zack Carvalho and 
Connor Sheehan.

phOtOs by carLy swansOn
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Isabella, Levin, and Marques Commit to Colleges 
as Athletes and Scholars of the Class of 2020

Within the 
past month, 
three 
students in 

the 2016 graduating class at Lincoln 
High School have decided to further 
their athletic careers to play college 
golf and baseball. Two members of 
LHS’s baseball team, Alex Levin 
and Trevor Marques are going on 
to play at the next level of baseball. 
One member of LHS’s golf team, 
Marissa Isabella will be continuing 
her golf game. 
     On November 12th, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, Lincoln 
High School’s very own Marissa 
Isabella signed her commitment to 
play Division II golf at the College 
of Saint Rose. Isabella will be par-
ticipating in the New York school’s 
second year of its team with four 
of the six members being a part of 
the Class of 2016. She will also be 
majoring in business to further her 
education. When asked, she said the 
process was hard as it was a tough 
decision choosing between two 
schools. Both the College of Saint 
Rose, and Franklin Pierce University 
located in New Hampshire, offered 
her a spot on their team. The better 
fit ultimately ended up being Saint 
Rose for its location as well as the 
business opportunities to come. 
     Marissa is a member of the 
Lincoln High School Varsity Golf Team, playing 
one of the top spots. She practices year round, 
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says it all, “I couldn’t believe I was going to play 
a college sport. I am just as nervous as I am ex-
cited. This will be all or nothing as I can’t predict 

and spends most of her time at Kirkbrae Country 
Club. During the summer Marissa dedicated time 
to help with Junior Golf Clinics. Her excitement 

whether I will enjoy it or not.” 
     Alex Levin verbally committed to 
play college baseball at Trinity College 
on October 16th. Trinity is located in 
Hartford, Connecticut and is a “perfect 
distance” for Levin.   He was looking 
to play somewhere in the Northeast and 
luckily received his wish. At Trinity, 
he will be pitching for Division III and 
studying psychology.  Prior to making 
this decision, he was offered a spot to 
play for Stonehill College, Wheaton 
College, Franklin and Marshall College, 
and Johns Hopkins University.  
     The aspect that made him decide that 
Trinity was the right fit was that, “Trin-
ity is a mini-ivy, and I really enjoyed 
the overnight when I went to stay.”  He 
has been playing since the age of five 
in Little League, and is very excited 
to continue the journey as he takes his 
part as a Bantam on the Trinity Baseball 
team. 
     Another Lincoln student will take 
on Division III baseball next year for 
hitting and fielding at Wheaton College. 
Trevor Marques committed on Novem-
ber 12th and said, “I was relieved and 
excited. My parents were happy for me 
and glad I made a decision.” 
     Relatively close by, the coach con-
tacted him over the summer and soon 
after Marques took a tour of the school. 

He had other offers from Campbell Uni-
versity, Endicott College, and Stonehill 
College, but Wheaton proved to be the 

school for him. He plans to continue his high 
school studies in business management.  
   

Marissa Isabella with Nick Maresca, assistant LHS golf coach, at her signing to College of Saint Rose. phOtO cOurtesy Of ma-
rissa isabeLLa.



     Before I first went to see the production “Humbug High”, I was admittedly skeptical of how the 
play was going to turn out. The show opened up with the narrator beginning the tale of a modern day 
version of “A Christmas Carol”. Fresh and lighthearted the play spun a tale of a cranky hall monitor 
and how her life was altered permanently when she met three unusual spirits on the fateful night of 
Christmas eve. The show had audiences in stitches as it delivered line after hilarious line. The best part 
of the play is its relatability. Once in awhile, due to the stress of balancing school, work, and friends 
holiday spirit can be left behind. This play rejuvenated that feeling of the holidays and everyone left 
the auditorium feeling at least a little jolly for upcoming Christmas. However on the flip side the cast 
did appear to be unrehearsed for the performance, but it was barely noticeable as the cast was well 
adept at improv. It was a fantastic play and I look forward to when I can see another one. This might be 
the spark that ignites the flame that once was the drama department. --Mackenzie Barakat

LHS Theatre Review:

Anything BUT Humbug

      There is no doubt that 
2015 was a breakthrough 
year for Amy Schumer’s 

career in comedy.  Her Comedy Central series, 
“Inside Amy Schumer,” took home the Emmy 
for the Outstanding Variety Sketch Series.  This 
summer’s hit film “Trainwreck,” which she wrote 
and starred in made $140 million dollars in the 
box office worldwide.   This past 
year Schumer has been on tour 
performing stand up with Aziz 
Ansari, and sharing laughs with 
thousands of people across the 
country.  As successful as Amy 
Schumer has been, she continues 
to fight to break down gender 
barriers in the comedy industry. In 
her work she writes and performs 
about topics people may find too 
vulgar for a woman to talk about. 
Schumer unapologetic and honest 
in her writing and performing.  
She doesn’t want to hide the truth 
under a pretty layer of fluff as 
women can be expected to do.  As 
comedy is seen to be a boys club, 
Schumer is determined to remove 
that stereotype from the industry 
and let funny women be heard.
     Just as in years past, 2015 was 
a time for a wide assortment of 
Internet memes. First, the year 
was kicked off with the infa-
mous striped dress. The idea of it 
seemed simple enough. To you, 
the dress could have been blue and 
black, and you could be content 
and at peace with yourself. All 
would be going as expected until 
someone mentioned they saw the 
dress gold and white. How could this be? What 
paradoxical foolery could have caused this? Peo-
ple were going crazy, losing their minds over how 
everyone saw this dress differently. Science went 
on to discover that what color you saw was based 
on how your eyes perceive color, and as soon as 
it came the mysterious dress has passed and the 
cycle of meme sensations would continue.
     When the Super Bowl came around, New 
England became a madhouse as the patriots took 
home the trophy. Meanwhile on the Internet, 
people were in a frenzy over the Katy Perry 
halftime show. Specifically, the backup dancer on 
the left side of Perry in a shark costume, better 
known as “Left Shark.” It was found mesmeriz-
ing how the dancer completely ignored any sense 
of choreography. As it turns out, that’s what was 
planned for sharks performance, to have a good 
time on stage, and keep the audience entertained.  
“Left Shark” just happened to awkwardly and 
unrhythmically dance into the hearts of America 
better than the shark on the right.  The dancer 
went insanely viral on the internet, complete with 
vines, photoshops, and parodies made along with 
it.  
     On Vine, over 11k results are tagged with 
#JohnCena. On Reddit, a sub-reddit called 
Unexpected Cenas created April 7th, 2015, and 
has gained over 30,000 readers as of July 20th 
2015.  Facebook page titled “UnexcpectedCena” 
has over 100,000 likes that features various 
videos and images of the meme. Videos and 
vines of anything ordinary can end in the speaker 
booming introduction of John Cena, with music 
playing in the background, and his name fashing 
in big bold letters that ends in him running into 
the ring.  Why has this created such a wide cult 
following? Because it is almost always unex-
pected and results in the viewer laughing partially 
at the content of the video, and mostly of their 
stupidity for not expecting John Cena taking over 
the video.  They will then continue to send the 
video to a friend, an infinite cycle.

     Not only did Drakes “Hotline Bling” hit 
number one on various popular music charts, 
the music video, released on October 19, 2015 
instantly went viral, and memes spoofing the 
video came soon after.  The dance moves Drake 
performed through the video were the main 
targets for meme creators.  For example when 
Drake bends his knees and swings his arms back 

and forth, the move was remade with him swing-
ing tennis racquets and pouring on ingredients of 
a pizza, photoshopped on. Even Saturday night 
live spoofed the video in a recent episode with 
Donald Trump featured in it, as he was the host 
that week.
     As average memes came and went through 
2015, one sensation remained constant: “rare 
pepes.” The meme originated as a character of the 
comic series Boy’s Club, by Matt Furie.  Since 
2013, this frog slowly but surely began to appear 
more and more on websites and media forms like 
Tumblr.  Once 2015 hit, “pepes” blew up. People 
of all ages used the drawing of the frog and 
morphed it into famous celebrities and characters  
like Donald Trump, Despicable Me minions, 
Guy Fieri, among many more.  The meme was 
also used as a “reaction picture.” It was also used 
if someone received a sad message, it could be 
responded to with a pepe that appeared to be 
sad, the same applies to any emotion or possible 
feeling. 
     The Comeback:     After years of personal 
hiatuses, 2015 was a year of comebacks for Justin 
Bieber and Adele. Through the year, Bieber’s 
new singles “Sorry,” “What Do You Mean,” and 
“Where Are Ü Now,” reached high on top music 
charts through the world. It was a rebirth for 
Beliebers, as it was for Justin himself.  For the 
past couple years Bieber dug himself into a hole 
of bad decisions, a pet monkey, arrests and what 
appeared to be an unsalvageable reputation.  He 
took the opportunity to redefine himself as an art-
ist.  On November 13, Bieber released “Purpose,” 
his first studio album since “Believe,” which 
came out in 2012.  This album was a different 
sound than Bieber’s previous music.  Rather than 
his typical pop and R&B mix, Bieber’s album 
has a combination of EDM and mainstream pop, 
with a heavy influence from Skrillex, (Ameri-
can electronic music producer, DJ, singer and 
songwriter.) who produced his single “Where Are 
Ü Now.”

     Not only was there a shift in Bieber’s style 
of music, but he took this peak of popularity 
to rekindle his relationship with his fans.  The 
promotion of “Purpose” was based upon the re-
morse he feels for his fans, how he has accepted 
his past and is ready to move on. In an interview 
with Complex magazine Bieber explained, “I 
want people to start seeing me and feel like they 

can connect with me. I’ve 
made myself so unrelat-
able the past year with 
all the stuff that I was 
doing…Not even bad stuff 
sometimes, just outra-
geous stuff. Like, you got 
a monkey, what are you 
doing?”  This yearn for 
acceptance back into the 
hearts of his fans is lined 
in the lyrics of his album.  
He sings, “Cause life’s not 
easy, I’m not made out of 
steel,” on the track “I’ll 
Show You,” and “I know 
you know that I made 
those mistakes maybe 
once or twice, and by once 
or twice I mean maybe a 
couple a hundred times, so 
let me oh let me, redeem 
oh redeem oh myself 
tonight, cause I just need 
one more shot at second 
chances,” on “Sorry.”  The 
world cannot get enough 
of Justin Bieber, whether it 
is his music, his attempt to 
redefine his reputation, or 
cruelly waiting for him to 

mess up again. 
     On October 23, 2015, Adele released her 
comeback single, “Hello,” her first song since 

Memes, Drake, YouTube Shaped 2015 Entertainment
By Carly sWanson
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Funny memes were more popular than ever in 2015.  PHOTO;  memegenerator.net
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the Grammy winning Skyfall theme in 2012. 
“Hello,” sold 1.1 million copies in the U.S. its 
first week, which sets a new record for the big-
gest one-week sales tally in digital history.   The 
somber ballad captured the hearts and radio sta-
tions of America, making it almost impossible not 
to want to belt the song’s chorus at any moment 
of the day. 
     25, Adele’s third album came out on Novem-
ber 20, her first studio album since 21 in 2011.  
The much anticipated album is currently at its 
third week holding the throne for the number one 
spot on Billboard’s top 200 chart, selling 5.19 
million copies in the United States during its first 
three weeks.  25 is a whirlwind of emotion, as 
expected to follow in typical Adele fashion.  It 
covers unrequited love, regret,  the outrage of be-
ing with someone who breaks every promise they 
make, holding grudges.  The theme of heartbreak 
is constant through the album, and Adele’s pas-
sionate vocals make you feel every word.
     Youtube Celebrities:      In February of 2005, 
the website youtube was created.  A place where 
people could post causal videos of them talking 
about their day to a webcam, post covers of them 
singing, or showcase any other talents or stories 
they would not be able to otherwise.  Now just 
over ten years later, youtube has produced it’s 
own business.  People with channels on youtube 
have started to make as much money as television 
actors through advertisements and brand deals 
with highly regarded companies.  Youtube has 
created it’s own wave of celebrities who have 
gone on to create clothing lines, star in movies, 
and write books.  
     Felix Kjellberg, who goes by the channel 
name PewDiePie is the most subscribed channel 
on youtube.  He has 40 million youtube subscrib-
ers, and received more than 4.1 billion channel 
views in 2013.  Zoe Sugg, a British vlogger better 
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even though the gifts were simple, they managed 
to reveal the biggest smiles on everyone’s faces. 
One of the best memories I have from that 
holiday season was coloring each page until 
every blank space was colored in.
     The reason behind starting the “Gifts 4 
Smiles” toy drive was to collect presents for 
children who do not have a family to spend time 
with and gifts to open on Christmas morning. 
Being a child who spent the first six years of my 
life in foster homes, just being able to open a 
gift for myself during the holiday season made 
me feel like I was thought of and loved. Just 
by donating a gift, whether it be for a newborn 
child or even an 18 year old, know that whoever 
receives it will appreciate it greatly and that you 
helped bring the biggest smile to someone’s face. 
Knowing that people care about you and will take 
the time to get you something for the holidays is 
heartwarming and truly special. In the past couple 
of years, over 1,100 toys were donated with your 
help.  If you are interested in donating any new, 
unused, and unwrapped gifts for the children in 
foster care, please do. Every gift, no matter what 
size or shape it is, will bring a smile. After all, 
this toy drive is called “Gifts 4 Smiles”.

Galla
From page 1

has greatly matured with his age. 
     One morning, it seemed as though the whole 
world was woken up with the distinct call of 
Adele’s  “Hello.” After a long, four year break, 
Adele bursted back onto the music scene with 
her new album “25”. Known for her powerhouse 
voice, Adele is an artist that doesn’t need any 
gimmicks to prove her worth. In its first week of 
sales, “25” sold 3.38 million copies in the U.S. 
alone. 
     Lady Gaga was an artist that relied heavily 
upon crazy costumes and extremely over-pro-
duced pop music. During the past two years she 
has completely morphed sounds, along with the 
help of her new friend Tony Bennett. Don’t get 
me wrong, she still wears some pretty ludicrous 
things, but she has shifted to a more classical 
sound that really suits her powerhouse voice. 
The public first got wind of this change during 
three of her performances: her tributes to Sting, 
Stevie Wonder, and The Sound of Music.
     Justin Timberlake is perhaps the greatest 
comeback artists of all time. The world went six 
whole years without his incredible talent, but 
when he returned, his new music was relevant 
and even ground-breaking. His combination of 
modern beats and nostalgic horn sections created 
catchy songs that topped the charts for weeks. 
His latest surprise was his performance at the 
Country Music Awards. That’s right, Justin Tim-
berlake performed a country song, and he rocked 
it. Such versatile performers are rare these days, 
but their returns to the music industry leave us 
all thankful.

Music
From page 5

Christianity was Jewish. He was an actual person 
that was born in Israel, which is in the Middle 
East. Because of that, he probably wasn’t as pale 
as he is now depicted in photos either. (However, 
there are many grey areas here. Not everyone 
has agreed on one photo of Christ, but all of the 
popular photos of him depict a pale, young man.) 
Also, many people nowadays (especially in the 
U.S.) look to the Middle East with feelings of 
hostility and do not want to accommodate many 
of the people there that need help. They forget 
that it is the birthplace of their Lord, a man who 
was all about forgiveness.

putting together in their minds that Santa Claus 
may not be real, they’ll ask questions -- and that’s 
an opening for parents to get them talking about 
what’s logical or not to them” (When Santa Stops 
Being Real, Webmd). Telling children the Santa 
truth too early may be very negative in the short 
term, as children can turn their backs on you and 
not trust you for a long time. Though, this risk is 
no reason not to keep the spirit of Santa going. 
     If children find out about Santa not being real 
once they come to the right age and put together 
different parts of the puzzle on their own, then 
there is no emotional or mental whiplash all 
while teaching good moral lessons. So dress up in 
red, leave boot prints in the show, eat the cookies 
that your children left out, and put some presents 
under the tree, because Santa Claus is coming to 
town. 

hands, when hands are free of visible dirt, but 
should not be considered a replacement for soap 
and water washing.” 
     After so many uses, hand sanitizers become 
completely ineffective. Hand sanitizer is only 
useful if you wash your hands with soap and 
water in between at least three uses of it. 
According to eatright.org, “a study from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
reveals that hand sanitizer doesn’t reduce the 
spread of some viruses such as the norovirus.” 
This norovirus is better known as the “winter 
vomiting bug” and is accompanied by symptoms 
such as severe vomiting, diarrhea, and stomach 
pain.
     In addition to not being as effective as soap 
and water, hand sanitizer does not constantly 
protect against germs after using it. According to 
beliefnet.com, “There is no proof that alcohol-
based products provide ongoing protection 
against germs; in other words, just like soap and 
water, they do not create a ‘germ shield’ after 
they have dried.” (www.beliefnet.com)
     Although using soap and water is better than 
using just hand sanitizers, it will only be effective 
if you wash your hands properly. This entails 
using cold or warm water applying soap and 
scrubbing your hands well. That includes the 
back of the hands, between fingers and under 
nails. Afterwards it is important to use a clean 
towel or air dry to dry your hands. Even the 
Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, or the 
CDC, vouches for soap and water over the use of 
hand sanitizers.
     Hand sanitizer also is not effective if not used 
properly. When using hand sanitizer, a larger 
amount of it is required in order to actually kill 
any germs on your hands. Some people will only 
use a little drop but really you need a fair amount 
of the hand sanitizer to get anything out of it. If 
the hand sanitizer you use dries in less than ten 

Sanitary
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concern; they come from the same region as the 
terrorist group ISIS, and they might be influenced 
by the hostile teachings of the militants. Even 
Donald Trump, a presidential candidate for 
the 2016 election, acknowledges this issue by 
stating, “[The refugees] could be ISIS – I don’t 
know,” and Congressional representatives state 
it would be a “federally funded jihadi pipeline.” 
Accidentally admitting members of ISIS could be 
tragic for the safety of our fellow Americans and 
the security of our nation. The thought of foreign 
terrorism in their backyard is a frightening 
thought for many Americans.
     However, the United States could admit 
much more Syrian refugees than its 1,900 (as 
of October of 2015). The United States is the 
wealthiest nation in the world with a GDP, 
or Gross Domestic Product, of 17,968 billion 
dollars, trumping the trailing nation, China, 
by about 150 percent. Many Americans are of 
the belief that this incredible amount of wealth 
should be contributed to bettering the global 
crisis. They believe that the United States has so 
much to offer, but should do so prudently. There 
are certain stipulations and responsibilities that 
come with being the most powerful nation in the 
world such as preserving freedom, defending 
democracies, and fighting tyranny. It has become 
clear that these refugees need somewhere to 
escape to; not admitting more refugees within 
the United States could potentially mean that we 
would be putting more strain on our allies in the 
European Union. Countries such as Greece and 
Italy can ill afford more strain on their economy 
that would come with supporting the Syrians 
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percent of students who are absent more than 
18 days of the school year. These high rates of 
absence seem to directly correlate with lower 
student achievement in both high school and 
college.
      When it comes to increasing student 
achievement, higher grades in high school and 
college, high school graduation rates, and college 
access as well as completion, attendance in 
high school is considered to be very important. 
The most important and essential way in which 
students can get the most out of their academic 
career is simply by showing up to school more 
often, along with completely engaging in their 
studies in order to ensure their success for later 
on in life.

seconds, you have not used a sufficient amount, 
and the hand sanitizer has not been given a 
chance to kill germs.
     Many hand sanitizers have a gel-consistency 
causing germs to actually be trapped leaving 
them on the surface of your hands.  Beliefnet.com 
enlightens us that, “Gel kills the germs first but 
then lingers and attracts future germs. Yet some 
hospitals and other healthcare systems mandate 
their use.” So despite that they may not be as 
effective as companies claim, hand sanitizers are 
still used widely among society, but they should 
be used with the protocol as mentioned before. 
Do not just use hand sanitizer every time you go 
to clean your hands in place of soap and water, 
but you can use it in passing to wash your hands 
quick or even in addition to washing your hands 
with soap and water.

Absent
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     I don’t think about cats that much.  
38. What’s your favorite thing about your 
dog?  
     Snuggling at bedtime
39. What is your dogs full name?  
     Chewbacca Rocco Smith Schofield
40. Finish this sentence. If I could go anywhere 
with ____ it would be _____.   
     My family; a blast
41. Whose line was it? “She said I am the one, 
who will dance on the floor in the round”
      Michael Jackson

Fast Talk
From page 4

     The Southern states are recorded as being the 
most violent in the country.  It is in the South 
were highest concentrations of households with 
guns are located.  This appears to support the 
correlation between number of guns and number 
of homicides; the more weapons, the more 
casualties. 
     However, amidst all the pain and suffering, 
the popularity of gun control continues to 
decline. The amount of mass shootings has 
not resulted in any push for a solid gun control 
system, and according to another survey by the 
Pew Research Center, “Americans showed more 
support for gun rights than gun control” in the 
latter part of 2014.  
      There is reason behind this view as well; 
although at least half of the top twelve deadliest 
shootings in America happened after 2007, the 
relatively high violence rates in America are 
much lower than at other points through the 
course of history. Overall, the statistics are not 
desirable, but they are also showing signs of 
improvement. 
     Organizations like the Institute for the Study 
and Practice of Non-Violence in Rhode Island are 
working very hard to lower homicide rates on the 
local level, and are succeeding. Based on Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s philosophies, the Institute’s 
goal is “to teach, by word and example, the 
principles and practices of nonviolence, and to 
foster a community that addresses potentially 
violent situations with nonviolent solutions,” 
(nonviolenceinstitute.org). The organization is 
nationally renowned for their work with both 
victims and perpetrators, in addition to their 
family in the Providence area, and now in 
Chicago as well. 
     Before many perpetrators come out of prison, 
the institute directly works with them to teach 
new principles so that they can start fresh in 
life. They often employ these people to go out 
into the community to teach what they learned 
to their peers still involved in crime, thereby 
using a hands on approach to the problems in 
this country without the use of force or other 
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seeking a new life. Their economies were hit 
hardest after the recession in the EU in the past 
few months.
     As conflict in the region increases, the quality 
and safety of life is also diminishing. This trend 
is most apparent in the city of Aleppo, Syria. 
Since Kurdish and Islamic State forces began 
to battle over the control of the city, the sanity 
and regulations of the deceased have been 
nonexistent. Dead bodies lost in war have been 
and are continually placed in the streets of the 
public, allowing for very close contact between 
the two. Because of the lack of sanitation, a dead 
corpse will attract sand flies to them and cause 
for a transmission of a disease called Leishmania. 
Also called the Aleppo Button Disease, it is 
described as a flesh eating parasite and can take 
up to a year for each ulcer to heal. In some cases, 
Leishmania can spread and cause a fatal infection 
which could lead to death. This disease is spread 
by infected sand flies and has caused for at 
least 100 thousand cases to be reported in 2013, 
however no further records exist but the number 
is likely to have risen. Although the disease is 
completely treatable, no such resources exist in 
the war torn region of Syria. Anyone seeking 
help in the IS controlled area will be denied, as 
medical resources are extremely low and hospital 
staff have abandoned their jobs. By allowing the 
refugees that are in need into nations such as the 
United States, they are able to help cure them and 
allow them to return to a normal life that should 
be granted to everyone.
     Although homeland security is a concern when 
admitting Syrian refugees into the United States, 
a considerable larger amount could be admitted 
into the country in order to help take the strain off 
the rest of the world. Stricter background checks 
and increased homeland security would be put 
into place in order to prevent any threats that 
might have otherwise occurred. Many believe 
that by admitting refugees, we as Americans 
establish ourselves as a symbol for Peace and 
Righteousness in the world and that our good 
deeds would not go without reward. The question 
in many American hearts remains, however, is 
this a risk the country is willing to take?

weapons. According to the center’s work, the 
answer to violence is not more violence, or 
more guns, it is building relationships within the 
community that empowers others to stand up 
for what is right and be their best selves without 
resorting to violence. 

known as Zoella on YouTube has 9.6 million 
subscribers.  She has become the UK’s best-
selling debut novelist, moving more copies in 
first week of sales than J.K. Rowling. Her novel, 
called Girl Online, sold 78,109 copies in the first 
week beginning on November 25, 2013.  Tyler 
Oakley, a vlogger and LGBT rights advocate 
has 7.8 million subscribers.  Oakley has put out 
the bestselling book Binge and his documentary 
“Snervous” will be coming to select theaters 
across the country this December.  He has also 
conducted red carpet interviews at the 2014 MTV 
movie awards. 
     Not only is Tyler Oakley very successful, 
but he uses his popularity to raise money and 
awareness for causes he holds close to his heart.  
Last year he asked fans to raise $150,000 for 
the Trevor Project, an organization that provides 
crisis-intervention services to LGBTQ youth, as 
a way to celebrate his 25th birthday. When the 
campaign closed on March 31, they had raised 
$525,754.
     This was a huge year for YouTube creators.  
They gained more opportunities than ever before.  
Now more than ever, YouTubers are seen walking 
the red carpet, making appearances on television 
shows and commercials.  Their content and ideas 
have a great influence on their viewers, especially 
young people.  As their popularity grows, so 
will their impact through the generations, and it 
doesn’t look like it will stop anytime soon.   

Media 
From page 10



   October 201512 Lion’s Roar 


