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What’s Inside

By Emily Harrison
Lions Roar Staff
    European leaders began taking swift action 
at the sight of another Coronavirus outbreak 
that has distrupted a months-long peacful 
transition back to normal living. The reaction 
comes after strict measures that stemmed the 
spread of the virus began to be lifted. 
   The resurgence is touching the United States 
as well, but America was still fighting to 
contain their initial outbreak.  With numbers 
reaching record highs as flu season approaches, 
talk of implementing new restrictions is on the 

by Christian Khoury
Lion’s Roar Staff
     NASA just made a historic touchdown on 
Asteroid Bennu as part of a giant expedition 
to find out more on how the Universe was 
formed. 
     After decades of planning, NASA finally 
achieved their goal of landing a spacecraft 
on an asteroid, a very big step forward to 
open up asteroid mining for private big tech 
companies in the future. 
     Spacecraft OSIRIS-REx made a very 
successful landing on Bennu and started 
extracting dust and samples of rock. OSIRIS 
is to stop mining in march of 2021 and return 
back to earth in 2023. 
     Bennu, which is actually a very close 
asteroid to us, is an insane 321 million 
kilometers away from earth. “After over a 
decade of planning, the team is overjoyed at 
the success of today’s sampling attempt,” says 
Dante Lauretta, principal investigator at the 
University of Arizona.
     The attempt of mining was a challenge for 

This flat projection mosaic of asteroid Bennu shows the locations of the first 12 surface fea-
tures to receive official names from the International Astronomical Union. The accepted 
names were proposed by NASA’s OSIRIS-REx team members, who had been mapping the 
asteroid in detail over the last year. Bennu’s surface features are named after birds and 
bird-like creatures in mythology as well as the places associated with them.
Photo: NASA/Goddard/University of Arizona

NASA: have one thing go wrong and Osiris is 
lost and the whole mission is over. 
     Firing its thrusters, it maneuvered itself out 
of the orbit of Bennu.  Then OSIRIS extended 
the “shoulder”, then the “elbow”, and lastly the 
“wrist” while lining up with the asteroid. 
     After descending for a long stressful four 
hours, the team and OSIRIS maneuvered itself 
to the collection site known as “Nightingale”.  
Ten minutes later they fired on the thrusters to 
slow the descent speed to match Bennu’s. The 
team then maneuvered past “Mount Doom,” 
a two-story boulder in order to reach the ex-
traction point and touchdown.  
      “This amazing first for NASA demon-
strates how an incredible team from across the 
country came together and persevered through 
incredible challenges to expand the boundar-
ies of knowledge,” NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine announced. 
    The successful mission is definitely a step 
forward for NASA and for space exploration 
in general, and has become a momentus and 
historic event that is opening up our Universe. 

by Charlotte Fellingham
Lions Roar Staff
     As of this writing, there have been 10 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 at LHS (nine 
of whom are students).  As the school year 
progresses, cases will slowly but surely 
continue to increase while the number of 
“close contacts” of positive cases start to 
multiply.
     But when it comes to choosing a course of 
action for students, faculty and staff affected, 
the process is still so new to most of us that 
we might feel lost when it comes time to take 
action.  Regulations vary from one situation 
to the next, and can cause confusion regarding 
appropriate cautionary action. 
     All approaches of the state Department of 
Health (DOH) and LHS are geared toward 
containing the coronavirus before it spreads.
    Healthri.org, a DOH website, is dedicated to 
COVID-19 testing for K-12 students and staff. 
There are 15 testing sites in Rhode Island for 
schools, including the YMCA on Breakneck 
Hill Road. Tests are administered to patients in 
cars in the lot located in front of the Y’s “red 
barn”.   
     The test scheduling service is open from 
Monday to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is 
only for students or staff who have secured an 
appointment through a specific phone bank.  
Students and teachers must have symptoms or 
must have been identified as a close contact of 
a positive case.   
     Teachers and students with  COVID-19 
symptoms submit to a rapid test and a PCR 
test, and anyone who does not have symptoms 
but has had  close contact with someone who 
has COVID-19 will get a PCR test only. Rapid 
test results can take up to 12 hours. The PCR 
test results are up to 48 hours later.
    When students are considered close contacts 
of an infected peer or staff member, our 
principal, Mr. Robert Mezzanote, contacts 
parents and guardians, and DOH follows up 
with a call as well.  
     Regulations require any person with 
a positive result to quarantine for at least 
10 days after the first date they developed 
symptoms, when they are considered no longer 
contagious.  Positive cases can return to school 
or work after 10 days only if the symptoms 
have improved. If a person tests positive but 
does not have any COVID-19 symptoms, they 
must isolate for 10 days after the date of the 
PCR test. If the test is negative and the person 
is a close contact of a positive case, they need 
to complete their quarantine period, regardless 
of a negative result.
     Close contacts are identified as people 
who have been within six feet of an infectious 

rise.
     Many European countries are now 
reporting more Coronavirus cases than ever, 
and some major cities like Paris, France are 
implementing curfews in order to slow the 
spread of the disease, a measure that helped 
during the early months of 2020.  
     Now that it appears that a second wave 
is underway, countries like Italy and France 
are now wary as their COVID-19 cases rise, 
contributing, with the U.S.,  to the more than 
50 million global cases according to numbers 
recently reported in the New York Times.  

     As for America, we have continued to set 
new daily records surging to about 120,000 
cases reported on November 9 according to 
CNN, but what does this second wave of the 
virus mean for the U.S.?
     The United States has reportedly 
already faced its first and second waves of 
Coronavirus, but when does it end? According 
to CNBC, the United States could be in play 
for a third outbreak of COVID-19.  With cold 
weather and flu season approaching, people 

COVID-19 is surging again across European nations.  Original photo Yann Caradeck, Creative Commons.  Photo Illustra-
tion:  Lion’s Roar

Surge in Europe means new lockdowns

NASA lands on asteroid Bennu

Suspected Infection?

Time to get 
a COVID test

Please turn to WHAT TO DO, page 4

Please turn to EUROPEAN SURGE, page 3

by Griffen Cournoyer
Lion’s Roar Staff
     A 3.6 magnitude earthquake shook parts 
of southern Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut Sunday morning at 9:10 accord-
ing to the United States Geological Survey, or 
USGS. The epicenter of the earthquake was 
in Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, about a mile 
off shore from Smith Neck, or about 45 miles 
away from Providence, Rhode Island. 
     Paul Caruso, a geophysicist at USGS, said 
in an interview with the New York Times that 
“Earthquakes in this area are commonly felt 
very far away because the rocks in this area 
are very contiguous, very old, so they transmit 
the energy very well from earthquakes.” Mr. 
Caruso also noted that while there have been 
26 earthquakes in this region since 1963, Sun-
day morning’s quake was the largest.
     Some minor damage has been reported in 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, and the local 
New Bedford fire department is advising resi-
dents to check their smokestack and gas lines 
throughout their homes. 
     “The Red Cross was seen visiting homes 
where damage was reported.” Todd Travers 
of Bristol, Massachusetts said in an interview 
with WPRI-TV that the earthquake was “so 
noticeable that all the neighbors went outside.” 
Several residents of southern New England 
reported feeling the quake and watching their 
homes shake. 
     If you felt the quake, be sure to check your 
home for any cracked pipes, fallen bricks 
or odd gas smells. Any of these should be 
reported to your local fire department via 
the non-emergency line or your local gas 
company. 

And now a  
message from 

Mother Nature

My pandemic pet, page 2

Vaccine anyone? page 3

Black Friday is coming?  page 4

Games people play, page 5

Students agree to disagree, pages 6-7

No one’s funnier than Mr. Orsini, page 8

What’s going on with winter sports,
page 9



Page 2     November 2020           The Lion’s Roar

opinion
Catherine’s Rank & File   
      by Catherine Hien 

toon by Mya Miller

     

Netflix as we know it has been 
slacking lately and I am not here 
for it. I, Catherine Hien, also 
known as the Netflix Enthusiast, is 
beyond disappointed by Netflix’s 
behavior and the acts they continue 
to commit. I do not know if this is 
a universal feeling or “relatable” 
but I have noticed that Netflix 
has been slacking to produce new 
shows (for obvious COVID-19 rea-
sons) and have been canceling the 
best shows. Not only are we phys-
ically living in a deadly pandemic, 
but we are also experiencing a 
drought in our online priorities (I 
am fully aware of how dramatic I 
am being right now). Netflix has 
become a home to many since the 
very beginning of quarantine, in 
March of 2020. We are faced with 
a new reality with the content being 
put out by Netflix. 
     For my fellow peers and I, Net-
flix is our safe place. It will slowly, 
but surely, no longer be a place we 
can rely on if this drought contin-
ues. According to the Insider, 85 shows have 
been discontinued or canceled on Netflix in the 
year 2020 (and we thought 2020 could not get 
any worse). Top shows including The Society, 
GLOW, Teenage Bounty Hunters, Insatiable, 
and much more. 
     To say the least, it is devastating to be 
stripped of shows we have fallen in love with 
and being left unknown of the ending. For 
instance, The Society, which has only one 
season, has been axed off with a cliffhanger 

The Scare of the Netflix Drought
at the end of the season. It 
is incredibly cruel (this is 
a biased opinion because 
this was one of my favorite 
shows) to cancel a show that 
has barely started. 
     Not only has Netflix left 
the audience disappointed, 
but the actors and actresses 
are too. Alex FitzAlan, an 
actor on Netflix’s The Soci-
ety, was heartbroken as he 
stated “...thank you all for 
following along and waiting 
so patiently for so long. I’m 
sorry there’s no chapter two 
to finish up this story” (@
alexfitzalan on Instagram). 
Another series, GLOW, 
canceled at three seasons, 
also came out with a state-
ment to conclude the end of 
their journey, “...you will 
work in this town again. 
Until then, thank you” (@
glownetflix on Instagram). 
It has been a shock in the 
movie/TV industry, leaving 

them heartbroken to not be able to finish their 
stories. 
     All good things must come to an end (I 
guess) as a wise person once said and for 
some reason, it really stuck. As much as I 
wish this statement was not true, it is. Netflix 
is currently scrambling for new shows as they 
are experiencing this current stop of flow. In 
this day and age, we need to develop some 
sort of  acceptance of the new harsh reality: a 
world without quality Netflix shows.

Photos by Katie Jahnz 
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by Celeste Lynch
Lion’s Roar Staff

Amidst the coronavirus pandemic, dog 
adoptions and sales have greatly increased. Pet 
stores, shelters, and breeders have all reported 
more adoptions and sales, as many Americans 
are looking for some joy during these dark and 
uncertain times. I was one of the hundreds of 
people around the country who adopted a dog 
during the pandemic. 

I have wanted a dog since I was a young 
kid, but for reasons like travel, work, moving, 
and other responsibilities, it was never a good 
time. With the pandemic, everything changed, 
and my parents became more open to the idea 
of getting a dog. My dad wasn’t completely 
opposed, and my mom began to help me out 
trying to find the perfect dog for our house-
hold. We first started making inquiries and 
looking for pets in May. We checked local 
shelters’, Facebook pages, and websites such 
as Petfinder. We searched and searched for a 
pet with no luck. We would get denied or the 
dogs would have special needs that we, as 
first time dog owners, could not meet. I was 
losing faith and started giving up on my search 
for the perfect dog...until my mom found a 
young terrier on the Pawtucket Animal Shelter 
Facebook page. We read the description of the 
dog. He had no name and had been found on 
Dexter Street in Central Falls. We immediately 

applied, and shortly after, we were approved to 
adopt him and were invited to meet him at the 
shelter. 

Due to social distancing measures, we had 
to make an appointment to meet the  dog. It 
was nerve-wracking. What if the dog didn’t 
like us or what if we were biting off more 
than we could chew? Dawning our masks, we 
met our dog and played with him for a couple 
hours. My dad, who was apprehensive about 
getting a dog at first, was ready to bring him 
home. We didn’t have any supplies for a dog, 
so we had to wait a couple days to prepare our 
house for the new addition. We only had a few 
days to think of a name. After much deliber-
ation, we decided to name him Forrest Corfu 
Beauregard Lynch, or just Corfu for short. 

To our surprise, Corfu was extremely well 
behaved. He already knew not to use the 
bathroom in the house and learned our rules 
very quickly. It wasn’t long before he became a 
member of the family. 

Having a dog has completely changed my 
day-to-day life. I now wake up early in the 
morning to take him out and feed him. Instead 
of being lazy on the couch when I come back 
from school, my family and I take Corfu out 
for long walks. Despite the responsibilities, 
having a dog is very rewarding, especially at 
this time. On virtual days, instead of being 

My rescue dog rescued me
Pandemic PuPs

Corfu is a companion on virtual learning days, and every day. 
 Photos by Celeste Lynch

Please turn to PUPPY, page 4

Mikela Picard
Lion Roar 

Through this long, drawn-out, and dreaded election of 2020, many Americans spent days on 
the edge of their seats, waiting anxiously for the results of who will become the next President of 
the United States. After four days counting mail-in ballots since election day, November 3, 2020, 
America became more anxious than ever, still waiting on Georgia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 
Nevada, Alaska’s results. With former Vice President Joe Biden in the lead holding 264 electoral 
votes and current President Donald Trump falling behind with 214, it was down to Nevada to 
bring Biden to victory. But in this close race between Biden and Trump with state’s votes flipping 
every day, the real question was: which will be the deciding state? 

According to the electoral college, the first candidate to reach 270 electoral votes in a presiden-
tial election, claims the win and will become the next President of the United States. Having 264 
electoral votes since election day, Biden only needed six more electoral votes to win. Coinci-
dentally, Nevada has exactly six electoral votes and was the next state in line to report a winner. 
Biden was winning in Nevada from the start, but the race was close, and Nevada could be Biden’s 
only chance at winning the election. As of November 5th, 2020, President Trump was projected 
to win Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Georgia, and Alaska bringing him to 268 electoral votes in 
total. With Biden having 264, he was depending on Nevada to give him the six electoral votes to 

A StAte of IndecISIon

Anguished Anticipation Ended in Celebration

Please turn to ANTICIPATION, page 11
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By Catherine Hien
Lion’s Roar Staff
     Sick of reading stories about COVID-19? Well, that certainly stinks, we are in the middle of 
a global pandemic, what did you expect? I am sure once the virus has passed (probably in like 
100 years), those who dread hearing more news about corona will desperately miss hearing about 
the infamous virus that has taken over the world. Here we stand, eight months after the world 
stopped, with a much better understanding of COVID-19. 
     Grocery stores continue to flood with hungry customers with COVID-19 restrictions of course. 
However, no matter how many restrictions are present, the risk of contracting corona is still 
extremely high. The bacteria on the breath puffs left by every person who passed through  haunts 
the air circulation of all grocery stores. The fingerprints of the person we know nothing about 
have been lingering on the boxes of Cheerios that you decided to purchase. Remaining bits of 
COVID-19 stick onto surfaces for at least 24 hours  according to the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC). This is why wearing masks and washing your hands is so vital in maintaining a safe 
lifestyle. 
     The thought of taking a flight from any airport makes me feel ill to my stomach. I cannot 
imagine dragging myself out of bed early in the morning, entering the airport, sitting in the seats 
that hundreds upon hundreds of people have used that week, impatiently waiting for a flight, then 
entering the cramped plane and sitting with a group of unfamiliar people for hours on end… it’s 
just icky and uncomfortable to think about. However, Harvard studies asserts that flying can be 
safer than grocery shopping right now.
     The studies used computer models to review airflow in the airliner cabins and concluded that 
ventilation systems filter out 99% of the airborne viruses, CNN reported. If passengers mask up 
and follow the restrictions, it should be safer to fly in this pandemic than to go grocery shopping. 
     Now, who would’ve thought this? Hearing this information encourages me to advise you 
wonderful readers to consider your options for grocery shopping. We are living in a world with 
constant advancements. One now can order their groceries via delivery at stores including Whole 
Foods, Stop and Shop and Target, as well as curbside pick up from any number of food retailers.    
     Listen to the science before you make any assumptions about your safety.   

by Katie Jahnz
Lions Roar Staff
    We all have a sibling, family member, friend or acquaintance attending college despite the chal-
lenges that 2020 brings. On top of the uncertainty of what may happen next, college students 
need to prepare for the upcoming holiday season. 
     Many colleges have made dramatic changes to their calendars. With the 
resulting winter vacation becoming extra long to accommodate to fears of 
a COVID-19 surge, students have to decide if it is worth it to come back 
home for the Thanksgiving holiday 
     Although most students have not been home since they 
left in August, a lot of schools are suggesting that students 
extend that time spent away to an even longer period. An-
other approach is making the fall semester end in-person 
classes on Thanksgiving weekend. With this, the time 
traveling back and forth between the students’ homes 
and dorms would be greatly reduced, and at the 
same time, keep students out of classrooms 
where circumstances are ideal for the virus to 
spread.
     The Washington Post recently reviewed var- i-
ous plans that the colleges have developed. In a 
piece entitled “Home by Thanksgiving” by Nick 
Anderson, “Then they [students] go home for 
the holiday, finish final exams there, if neces-
sary, and wait until it’s safe to come back for the 
spring term.
     This allows for students to have the ability to 
travel home, while still remaining safe. The time 
spent traveling back and forth is limited as students 
would not return until the end of their winter break. 
Most schools would then reinforce the rules of either 
quarantining or receiving a COVID-19 test before re-en-
tering the school’s premises.
     In order for colleges and universities to accommodate the 
extra-long winter break, a lot of schools remained open on Monday 
holidays like Columbus Day and Labor Day. This helped to make up for 
the extra time students needed in class.
     The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is expecting a 
rise in cases during and after the holiday season, which makes the college’s decisions 
so crucial for the next stages of COVID-19.
     The CDC’s online website states: “Celebrating virtually or with members of your own house-
hold poses low risk for spread. In-person gatherings pose varying levels of risk.”
     Along with this, many governors are pushing for and suggesting that families and friends 
lower the number of people when celebrating this year. This will be taken into consideration when 
making the final decision of whether or not to send the students home, and for how long. 
     As Anderson had said, the schools will then be waiting until it is safe to return to the spring 
term to decide when the students will return. There seems to be a lot of waiting around and unan-
swered questions, as living through a pandemic, the circumstances could change in a day; so, it 
can be difficult to take a look ahead of time and decide on what is the best approach for both the 
students and the colleges as a whole. 

by Celeste Lynch 
Lion’s Roar Staff

With the pandemic raging for eight months, the world is anxiously awaiting the release of the 
much coveted coronavirus vaccine. The wait could soon be over. On November 9, 

Pfizer, a large pharmaceutical company, made the monumental announcement 
that its experimental COVID-19 vaccine is over 90% effective based on initial 

large-scale trial results. Moderna has also announced that their vaccine is 
94.5% effective. This far surpasses the requirement of the 

  World Health Organization and FDA 
of 50% efficacy. 

Although there still needs to be further trials of the 
vaccine, the scientific and medical communities are 

hopeful about the vaccine stopping a lot of the 
spread of COVD-19. Pfizer and Moderna are the 

first of several companies around the world 
working to announce such positive results.The 
company has reported that they have found 

no serious safety concerns in their data. 
The scientific and medical communities are 

expressing a great sense of joy due to this an-
nouncement. These vaccines are some of the first 

mRNA vaccines in the world. Instead of giving 
people a dead version of the virus, mRNA 
vaccines give you antibodies which kill the 
virus as it tries to enter your cells. 

Many experts have made remarks on this 
monumental announcement. Pfizer CEO, 

Albert Bourla said, “Today is a great day for 
sci- ence and humanity”. 

Top infectious disease expert Anthony Fauci told 
CNN, “the bottom line is, as a vaccine it is more than 
90% effective, which is extraordinary”. 

Pfizer is expected to seek US authorization of 
emergency use for people between 16 and 85 years of 

age. Moderna is also seeking out authorization from the government 
to distribute the vaccine. 
This emergency authorization could be available as early as the 

third week of November. Pfizer has also reported that the vaccine could 
produce 50 million doses this year, enough to protect 25 million people. In 2021, they 

believe that they could produce 1.3 billion doses of the coronavirus vaccine. 
People still do not know how long the vaccine will provide protection or if another company 

will develop a better, more effective vaccine. Despite the uncertainties, the vaccine has sparked 
hope around the world for the end of the coronavirus pandemic. The announcement of the vac-
cine’s effectiveness energized world markets with the DOW and S&P 500 reaching record highs. 

Stocks in pharmaceutical companies working developing vaccines have increased significantly 
since the announcement. 

Although there is still further work to be done on the vaccine, and it probably won’t be accessi-
ble to Americans until spring 2021, this announcement has created a light at the end of the tunnel 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 

will have to stay inside instead of attending 
outdoor activities and will be more likely to 
break guidelines due to the fact that the cold 
weather will trap them inside.  The annual 
return of the flu will also have an impact on the 
spread of the virus.  The spread of both viruses 
will need to be prevented across borders, 
oceans and mountain ranges.
     Britain holds the title of most deaths from 
coronavirus in Europe since its first outbreak, 
and Prime Minister Boris Johnson is receiving 
feedback from scientists and members of his 
Conservative party on what the best move 
for Britain would be.  Another nationwide 
shutdown would be the safest option according 
to scientists, but could be too radical for the 
Conservative party and would too deeply hurt 
the economy.  Mr. Johnson, like so many other 
leaders in other European countries and the 
United States, are implementing systems and 
adapting along the way to meet the needs of 
cities and different areas.
     With Europe facing its second wave and 
with the U.S. facing a possible third come 
wintertime, will we be better  prepared to take 
it on?  Europe has only had one outbreak and 
have been able to contain it since, and with 
quick actions like curfews already imposed 
in several cities across the country, they 
could be on the right track to containing this 
second surge.  All eyes are on Europe now as 
they prepare to handle the second outbreak, 
especially countries like the U.S. who may also 
be expecting more outbreaks.  
     Not only has France implemented a curfew 
of 9 p.m. to 6 a.m., but authorities there have 
also declared a state of emergency.  Europe 
went from spending normal days of summer 
to being on lockdown due to the spread of the 
virus.  

The rapid change could be proven even more 
dangerous as the people did not ease into 
this decision, but now have to follow strict 
guidelines after living a nonchalant summer 
life.  
     Similar to the United States, the resurgence 
of coronavirus in Europe has caused numbers 
rising among the younger generation.  With 
the reopening of schools and extracurricular 
activities, the younger generation of people 
are now being exposed, even with the 
constant cleaning and sanitation of shared 
items.  Especially in the United States, the 
cases in colleges and universities have made 
a large impact on the total number of cases.  
According to The New York Times, over 
178,000 of the cases have come from over 
1,400 colleges and universities from the end of 
August to early October.
     In several European school settings, about 
one third of the total outbreaks came from 
some form of educational meetings in person 
according to the Wall Street Journal.  After a 
more relaxed summer than the United States 
had, lots of European countries have different 
guidelines in place for mask wearing in school.  
For example, the United Kingdom does not 
require any mask wearing during school while 
Spain wants anyone over the age of 6 to wear a 
mask at all times in school;Italy requires mask 
wearing by all students and teachers until they 
are seated.  
     The situations that coronavirus is causing 
for the United States and Europe are very 
similar right now, both experiencing a new 
surge after overcoming one before summer.  
Europe and the U.S. can hopefully learn from 
each other and their experiences with the virus 
so far in order to safely make the best decisions 
for it to go away as fast as possible.

European Surge
From page1

College in the year of COVID-19 The vaccine is coming

Grocery shopping is more 
dangerous than flying



Page 4     November 2020           The Lion’s Roar

by Emily Harrison
Lion’s Roar Staff
       Each year, the Friday after Thanksgiving, several store chains across the country offer 
blockbuster deals all day in order to draw more customers once the clock hits midnight.  Now 
that COVID-19 is still kicking around at dangerous rates, many stores are being encouraged to 
be creative in the ways that their customers can shop these Black Friday deals in order to create a 
safer shopping experience for their customers.  
        The CDC has placed shopping on Black Friday as a high risk for anyone to contract the virus 
due to the higher number of people making their rounds to as many stores as possible.  Does this 
mean that Cyber Monday will be more popular this year?  
        Major corporations like Target and Walmart are trying to get customers to shop online rather 
than in stores by extending the period of times that their deals are available.  Some stores have 
decided to start offering deals in November in hopes to reduce the rush come Black Friday and 
many are warning that deliveries may not be guaranteed due to an expected increase in online 
orders. Not only will coronavirus largely impact the way people shop on Black Friday, but it will 
set a precedent for the way people will do their holiday shopping for the rest of the 2020 year.
        Over the past couple years, Cyber Monday has been growing in popularity.  According to 
Salesforce’s 2020 Forecast, online sales are expected to grow 30% up to 940 billion dollars during 
the holiday season starting Black Friday.  Some people seek the thrill of shopping in stores all day 
and seeing the products in front of them, but others have started to realize that the same deals can 
be available through online, and products can be bought in a much more effortless manner.  
        According to WebMD, Walmart is an example of a store implementing many changes to the 
experience of Black Friday shopping, trying to make it as safe as possible for Walmart shoppers.  
They are limiting their store’s capacity to just 20% while offering both delivery and curbside pick-
up as safer options throughout the month of November.  Some stores like Kohl’s and Best Buy are 
even planning to start and end their deals early on Thanksgiving Day according to CNBC.
        Lines during the regular time of Black Friday shopping are usually out the door, so imagine 
what it is going to be like with COVID-19 regulations put into place; the lines and capacity in 
stores are going to see drastic changes from what they have been in the past.Especially with cold 
weather coming, gatherings of many people filtering in and out of stores indoors could prove to 
send a spike in cases once again.   As well as extending deals for stores, some are implementing 
curbside pickup on Black Friday to try and reduce the crowding in stores and line length as much 
as possible.
        In hopes that the weather will be acceptable in late November, it will be important to prepare 
to wait outside for an extended period of time compared to past years.   Coronavirus and lowered 
store capacity are going to contribute largely to how long it may take to get in and out of stores.  
This year, patience and safety will be the key to shopping in stores on Black Friday, but if you are 
not planning on shopping safely or patiently, Cyber Monday would be the best option.
        If you are planning on doing Black Friday shopping in person, here is how to do it safely:  If 
there are too many people outside of a store already, consider shopping online or waiting until a 
different time where the line may become non-existent or at least dwindled down to less people.  
Always wear a mask when entering stores, especially during a time with a higher volume of 
people entering and leaving more frequently.  If possible, limit the touching of the surfaces in a 
store, only touch what you need to in order to try and reduce the germs you are exposed to.  After 
leaving a store, washing or sanitizing your hands would also be a safe option.  
        Taking the proper precautions to enjoy Black Friday is strongly encouraged for thrill seekers 
and in store shoppers, but Cyber Monday offers many similar deals in a virtually safe manner.  
Overall, it is crucial to shop safely in stores with the increased risk, so practice all coronavirus 
regulations in order to keep yourself and others safe.

by Mya Miller
Lion’s Roar Staff
     It’s 2010 and you are at your house, hang-
ing out with a friend. You remember that 50% 
off American Eagle coupon that was handed 
out to you last weekend at the store. You go 
ask your mom if your friend and you can go 
shopping, and she obliges. You hop in the car 
to head to Emerald mall.
     Fast forward a decade later…
     It’s 2020 and you are at your house, laying 
on your bed, watching Tik Tok on your phone.
Your mom tells you to get up and do some-
thing. A notification pops up on your phone 
saying you have received a 50% off coupon 
for American Eagle starting today. Quickly 
you pull out your laptop and open up a tab for 
American Eagle.You scroll down and it’s time 
to start online shopping!
 With online shopping becoming 
all the rage, what is their left for local indoor 
malls? Online stores such as Amazon are 
quickly becoming America’s favorite online 
shopping centers with fast shipping, cheap 
prices, and easy access.
 Not only are indoor malls feeling 
the heat of online shopping, but also the burn 
of outlet malls. Outlets such as Smithfield, 
Lincoln, and Wrentham have every type of 
store and restaurant available, department, 
grocery, clothes, and so much more. Outlet 

 What is to become of 
Emerald Square Mall?

Photo by Wikicali00, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

stores conveniently have every type of store 
so customers can get all their shopping done 
in just one plaza. While most indoor malls, 
such as the Emerald Square Mall, only contain 
clothing stores, restaurants, fast food, with a 
few additional activities.
 Indoor malls such as Emerald Square 
Mall are a Friday or Saturday night adventure 
compared to online shopping. Shopping is 
a fun event to do with friends, while online 
shopping is just convenient.
 Sadly, so many stores are becoming 
bankrupt due to Coronavirus. During the time 
of quarenting many stores received a short-
coming of customers with all of their retail 
stores closed.
 At the Emerald Square Mall many 
stores have been doomed to foreclosure. 
Within the last year more than a dozen stores 
and restaurants have left the local indoor mall. 
Fast food restaurants and stores such as Planet 
Smoothie, Starbucks, PacSun, Justice, Forever 
21, Pink, Victoria’s Secret, Sears, GNC, Olym-
pia Sports, Cali Trends, Gymboree, JCPenney, 
and many more are all closed or are going to 
be closed soon.
 What will the Emerald Square Mall 
become with these three issues, online stores, 
outlet malls, and Coronavirus, attacking the 
local indoor malls?

Every day is Cyber Monday 
during a pandemic

BLACK FRIDAY IS COMING.  OR IS IT?

alone on my computer all day, I have Corfu 
as my companion. Having a dog encourages 
me to explore the outdoors, instead of being 
locked inside for days on end, since many of 
my favorite activities have been cancelled. 
Adopting Corfu has brought out a more caring 
and nurturing side to me as well as my parents. 
He has brought my family closer together, 
because we all take part in caring for him and 
spending time with him. 

Adopting a dog during a pandemic can be 
difficult, since there are so many restrictions 
and a high demand for dogs, but once you find 
the right one, it’s all worth it. Dogs involve a 
lot of costs and responsibilities, but the excite-
ment and joy they can bring to your life makes 
it all worth it. 

                                               

Puppy
From page 2

by Griffen Cournoyer
Lion’s Roar Staff

When you think of turning 18, you probably 
think of the independence of driving, a credit 
card, and enjoying time with friends even in this 
unprecedented age. The State of Rhode Island is 
very lenient in laws for adults. In fact, the state 
recognises you as an adult when you turn 18. This 
opens up opportunities for voting, jobs and even 
your own bank account, but comes with all the adult 
responsibilities associated with them. 

Driving as a legal adult is different than driving as 
a minor. You might still hold your learner’s permit or 
provisional license at age 18, but as soon as you earn 
your unrestricted license, you become completely 
responsible for your actions on the road. Rhode 
Island law mandates that anybody who holds a 
license must have insurance, which is an annoyance 
for young drivers after earning their license. 

As long as you’re licensed in the driver’s seat, 
even with a parent that is insured, you need to be 
insured.

A breath of relief however for those who turn 
18 and still hold their learners permit, they CAN 
go from their learners permit to their unrestricted 
driver’s license. As soon as you turn 18, you can no 
longer obtain a provisional license, nor do you need 
to complete the 50 hours with your permit, though 
it is still advised. How do I know this? I earned my 
drivers license, after holding a permit until 18, about 
a week ago.

Some other freedoms given to 18 year olds is 
the ability to gamble and play in the lottery. Rhode 

Island is one of only 12 states that allows 18 year 
olds to gamble at casinos. The Twin River rewards 
club program even explicitly states on their website 
that “Participants must be 18 years of age.” 

Other freedoms include the use of tobacco and 
nicotine products, being able to purchase regulated 
products such as canned air, being able to sign 
into a legally binding contract, having your own 
credit or debit card and bank account, and all the 
responsibility that comes with it. The State of 
Rhode Island also allows 18 year olds to purchase 
ammunition for firearms, and allows you to legally 
purchase a rifle or shotgun, but you must be 21 to 
purchase a handgun. 

The two most major changes will most likely 
be being able to work and vote. With the past 
presidential election, you’ll have to wait to voice 
your politics, but the DMV can automatically 
register you to vote with a simple check box on 
your license form. Working as an 18 year old may 
feel no different if you started work before turning 
18, but internally your company no longer needs 
a “Certificate of Age,” which allowed you to work 
prior to being 18. You will also most likely be paying 
for your car insurance, now that you’ve earned a 
license, which takes more out of your paycheck.

Remember as you get older to consult with your 
guardians about your newly found freedom, and 
work with them to build a lasting trust and respect 
for these freedoms. They will be a bit apprehensive, 
but like my parents always say, “We trust you, 
nobody else.”

Happy 18th Birthday!  
Time to be responsible

person for 15 minutes or longer.  Lincoln High 
School uses this criteria to identify “potential 
close contacts.” and to notify them that they 
are potential close contacts. Those notified are 
not, at that point, obligated to quarantine or get 
a test, mandates for that come from DOH.  
    Students who are considered  close contacts 
of a person infected with COVID-19  will get 
a call from the school as soon as they have 
traced the case back to that student, though it 
has been taking about two days for the state to 
make the same contact. Students who are told 
to quarantine are expected to then attend online 
classes.
       The new increase in cases in Rhode Island 
has backed up the Department of Health, 
causing a delay in notifying students regarding 
whether they should quarantine.   

What To Do
From page1
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by Mikela Picard 
Lions Roar 

A Congress member playing a live video 
game... sounds crazy right? Well, Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez broke all the barriers. On Oc-
tober 20, 2020, around 9 p.m. EST, Represen-
tative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez joined fellow 
Democratic Representative Ilhan Omar on 
Twitch, a popular streaming platform, to pro-
mote voting. They joined a number of popular 
streamers including Pokimane and Hasanabi, 
along with many others, to play the game that 
is taking over the nation, “Among Us.” 

Among Us is the newest craze in the 
gaming and streaming community. It is an 
online game where players are classified as 
“crewmates” or “imposters,” and must fulfill 
that role throughout the game. The crewmates 
run around their spaceship completing “tasks” 
like fixing wires and filling up gas tanks while 

Playing in VR
By: Camila Tabora
  I have been feeling especially bored recently, 
since because of quarantine, I haven’t really 
been able to go out and do much. However, 
not that long ago, my parents bought a Virtual 
Reality extension to our PS4, and so obvious-
ly I jumped on the idea of using it so I could 
pretend that I was in some beautiful forest, or 
castle or whatever instead of my boring couch. 
But of course, I had questions on how this 
would exactly work. Would I have to physi-
cally walk to move in the game? That didn’t 
sound very efficient. How would I interact with 
the game? And what kind of games exactly 
were available? Luckily, the particular headset 
my parents purchased came with a demo game 
disc and a full game, which oddly was about 
Iron Man. Nonetheless, I decided to try out the 
Iron Man game to first get a feel to how these 
types of games worked.
  Iron Man has you use these two stick con-
trollers included with the headset that kind 
of looked like really basic light sticks. These 
would act as your hands, and you could move 
them by pressing certain buttons. After the set-
up to make sure your headset is aligned, and to 
make sure you have the headset on right, yada 
yada, the game finally starts. 
     It immediately starts literally in the sky, 
which because of the actually good width of 
the headset screen and the 3D audio earbuds, 
made me jump a bit. As I started to slowly fall, 
the game told me that I was Iron Man, and that 
I was testing out my suit above my private 
peninsula, in which I had a mansion, complete 

Politicians Play Among Us and With Us

So strong is the lure of Among Us, that even AOC can’t resist.  Here’s a low point in her game above, and a highlight below right, 
streamed on YouTube by Game Spot channel.  Photos:  Katie Jahnz

with a tennis court in California. Talk about 
unrealistic real estate expectations. But any-
way, because I was in my suit, I could use my 
hands, which had thrusters, to fly around. 
     This was really fun. I wasn’t very good at 
maneuvering, especially at first, but I some-
what got the hang of it after a while. The game 
has you ‘talking’ with your wife Pepper as you 
test out the suit’s features, like flying super 
fast, shooting things, and punching things 
really hard. The rest of the game plays out like 
an action movie, and the graphics are simply 
beautiful, especially when you are outside. The 
water and rocks have so much detail, and the 
sound helps mimic movement, so when you 
fall and thud, you feel a slight bump. Overall 
as a start to VR, I think the game is really good 
and really fun even if you don’t care so much 
for the story.
  Next up was the demo disc. My dad told me 
I could buy the full version of one game, so I 
tested as many as I could to make sure I picked 
something fun. I tried out the demo for a game 
named Thumper, which is a rhythm game 
where you’re a space beetle on a rollercoast-
er-like track moving aggressively down the 
track and while playing, kill these giant trippy 
monsters that sometimes just show up and 
loom over you. It was fun, but I was looking 
more for a game with a solid storyline, so I set 
that one aside. 
     I tried out Headmaster, which is a game 
set in a strange soccer camp where you learn 
how to hit headshots. I liked the background 
characters that controlled the camp’s mechan-
ics, since their personality clashed and made 

Sometimes virtual reality is better than reality

the “imposters’” attempt to sabotage the other 
players, secretly killing them before escaping 
through the vents along the ship. While the 
crewmates try to fix the ship, they must also 
deduct who is the imposter among them. 

Seeing that this game has gained much 
popularity over the past month, AOC and 
Omar decided to hold a game of their own. 
On October 19, AOC tweeted “Anyone want 
to play Among Us with me on Twitch to 
get out the vote? (I’ve never played but it 
looks like a lot of fun)” Soon after, hordes 
of popular streamers raised their hands in 
response. She then launched her Twitch 
channel and scheduled the game for the next 
day. AOC’s stream on Twitch cumulated 
more than 430,000 live viewers, making it the 
third-highest peak on record on the Twitch 
platform. She amassed 289,000 followers in 
only one day, and by the end of her stream, 

she had gained 422,000.
The whole stream didn’t just consist of 

Cortez and Omar playing Among Us. Cortez 
started the stream by stressing the importance 
of voting in the upcoming election. Throughout 
the stream, she continued to urge people to be 
prepared to cast their ballots by making a full 
proof plan. She also spoke with streamers from 
the U.K. during the game to talk about the 
United Kingdom National Health Service and 
how it differs from the United States’ health-
care system. Healthcare is a topic of contro-
versy affecting the United States election. So, 
by comparing it to the UK’s system, it brought 
attention to this issue and stressed the impor-
tance of voting for the future of healthcare.

AOC has always been transparent about 
her love for video games and has dropped in 
on Twitch chats before. The Democratic party 
has been continuously embracing gaming in 

this election as well, with President-elect Joe 
Biden’s campaign creating a virtual field office 
in Animal Crossing: New Horizons. This may 
be the first of many streams that could inspire 
more politicians to jump on board, to promote 
voting in various ways. AOC took this oppor-
tunity to interact with younger Americans in 
the gaming and live streaming community, 
making this a perfect way to reach Gen-Z’s and 
encourage them to register and make a plan to 
vote. 

Games PeoPle Play

for some funny interactions. I also appreciated 
the use of the headset and how it played into 
the gameplay. Although it was fun for what 
it was worth, I wasn’t too interested in a 
sport-oriented game, so I looked around some 
more. 
     I tried the demo for a horror game, Resi-
dent Evil 7 Biohazard, titled “Kitchen”, which 
was simply horrifying, but in a good way. You 
are in a very dark and dirty kitchen, with you 
hands tied, and a limp body in the corner of 
the room, so onto a great start. I don’t want 

to spoil too much, but I chickened out the 
second someone got stabbed and played the 
rest without the headset. I will give the game 
credit for its detailed visuals and good jump 
scares, however I don’t think I would have 
had the stomach to play the entire thing in 
VR.
    Naturally, after, I went towards a much 
brighter, happier looking game called Astro 
Bot Rescue Mission, where you control an 
adorable Wall-E-looking robot through a 

Boredom introduced Camila (left) to virtual reality.  This 
Iron Man VR game by Marvel is like living in an action 
movie.  Photo (left) provided by Camila Tabora; above, 
Marvel Comics.

Please turn to REALITY, page 11
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Agree to disagree
by Katie Jahnz
Lions Roar Staff
     Millions of Americans across the United States raised their voices and were heard on November 3. 
Citizens across the nation exercised their right to vote, and collectively chose the forty-sixth President of 
the United States for the next four years. Five days after the election, the nation’s news sources announced 
the projected winner and president-elect, much to the joy and satisfaction of at least 74 million American 
voters. 
     Yet the time period between November 3 and November 7 was tenuous for both sides of the political 
contest, and in many instances resulted in much frustration and tension.  These four to five days consisted 
of states counting in their absentee ballots, mail-in ballots, and early ballots. The results of the election 
fluctuated throughout this time period, and despite widespread expectations that the early and mail-in 
ballots would favor the Democrat candidate, the process left Americans uncertain of who will run their 
nation. This strange and lengthy suspension in time, however, was expected and it came as no surprise 
that the lead in the presidential race could shift from one candidate to the other. 
     President-elect Joe Biden asked his followers and supporters to vote early and/or through mail ballots, 
as with the global pandemic, he believed it to be the safer option. 
    “We have to make it easier for everybody to be able to vote, particularly if we are still basically in the 
kind of lockdown circumstances we are in now,” candidate Biden told the Associated Press.
     Incumbent Donald Trump did not endorse mail-in ballots, and in fact, spoke frequently about fraud and 
deceit inherent in that process.  He tweeted on August 26, “The fraud and abuse will be an embarrassment 
to our Country.”
     The most unexpected result of the global pandemic that threatened to stem a high turnout at the polls 
was that it had the opposite effect.  Whether Americans were voting early or on Election Day, they did 
as they promised.  They voted.  Politico reported that in Pennsylvania, Democrats handed in nearly three 
times the amount of mail-in ballots than Republicans had.  Overall, more than 65 percent of eligible 
voters cast a vote in the November 3 election, the highest turnout in more than 100 years. (This number is 
expected to increase as votes are verified and re-tabulated.) 
     As each state has their own set of requirements and laws, the ballots were counted at different times 
and rates. So, as the in-person votes were counted, in some key states like Georgia, Pennsylvania, and 
Arizona, the Republican candidate was viewed as ahead in the race. When the mail-in votes started to be 
counted, the lead that the Republican party may have held, started to decrease. The gap had closed, and 
the Democratic candidate had won the three states that are listed above; eventually, this led to the Demor-
atic candidate becoming the projected winner.
     Dylan Ogni, a junior at Lincoln High School, said, “The biggest problem we are facing as a country is 
the pandemic, and the way our current President has been handling it has caused hundreds of thousands 
of deaths. Joe Biden’s plan for when he comes into office is what we should have done right from the 
beginning.”
     Dylan’s twin brother, Tyler Ogni, has a different take the matter: “One of the largest threats our nation 
faces is China,” Tyler said. “From their gross human rights violations, to allowing COVID-19 to become 
a global pandemic and threatening our nation and our allies with its military rights, the United States 
needs someone who will stand up against China and for the better good of our country. Joe Biden’s his-
tory with China is troubling and I believe that President Trump is best suited to deal with this threat and 
keep America first.”
     Some students at LHS agreed to participate in a poll regarding the 2020 election that illustrates major 
opinion trends among students, and their thoughts and ideas about this year’s election. 
     On a scale of zero to five, zero meaning that it does not affect them and five meaning it is extremely 
important to them, 1.4% of the students had stated that they were not affected by who the President of 
the United States was. The same number of students rated this question a one, 12.9% students rated this 
question a two, 20% of student respondents rated this question a three, and 35.7%  of student respondents 
rated this question a four. Lastly, 28.6% stated that the selection of a President is greatly important to 
them. 
     Sixty-four respondents stated that if they could vote in the 2020 election, they would. Zero students 
said that they would not vote in this year’s election, while six students had said that they were not sure 
what they would do. These results demonstrate LHS student commitment tos utilize their voices, and 
exercising the right to vote. 
     LHS students felt that the gradual release of votes in the election made 7.4% feel excited; 55.9% 
felt nervous about the wait;  16.2% admitted feeling angry, 2.9% felt “insane,” and 17.6% said they felt 
unbothered. The tension of the long, drawn-out counting of ballots in various states exposed many raw 
emotions of citizens across the U.S.
    The students who participated in the poll also voted on what they believed to be the most important 
issue for the country’s next President. Of all respondents, 7.1% identified climate change as one of the 
more pressing issues, 1.4% stated that it is education, 22.9% claimed that it is the economy, 44.3% named 
COVID-19, 14.3% said it is health care, and 4.3% believed it is gun control. No one voted for immigra-
tion, but 1.4% students chose the column marked “other”. President-elect Biden and President Trump 
have different policies on these issues, so it is important when voting to be well informed on the issues.  
     In the survey, the last question asked students to choose the candidate they support. All of the respons-
es were confidential and respondents were not identified, but 61.4% chose the Democratic candidate, 
Joseph Biden while 32.9% chose the Republian candidate, Donald Trump. The remaining 5.7% chose the 
option labeled “other”. 
     Joseph Biden is set to be sworn into office on January 20, 2021. With this, no matter who one wishes 
to be the next president, the president-elect has promised to serve all citizens of all of these United States. 
Now that the election is over, it is time to get to work.  President-elect Joe Biden has begun the complex 
task of assembling teams of people and advisors to battle some of the greatest challenges ahead, to battle 
against COVID-19 and to prepare to lead the country into the future. 

a day in the life of LHS

Josh Drolet- “I think 
that this election seems 
more divided than past 
elections and that the 
transfer of power from 
Trump to Biden will not 
go smoothly.”

What issues are important to you?

7.1% Climate Change

22.9% The Economy

44.3% COVID-19

14.3% Health Care

4.3% Gun Control

1.4% Education

Survey Results, November 10, 2020
Katie Jahnz
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a day in the life of LHS

Syed Shah- “As 
an American and 
a minority, I think 
it’s more important 
now than ever for 
Republicans and 
Democrats alike to 
come together and 
settle their differ-
ences in order to benefit the American 
people as a whole.”

Alexia Boudjouk- “I don’t 
have an opinion on Biden 
or Trump but I do think that 
the election could have gone 
better. A lot of the ballots 
were found in the trash and 
states were not counting all 
of their votes fairly.”

Houston McConaghy- “I 
am more than relieved 
with the results of the 
2020 election. We now 
have a chance to work 
towards unification. 

Equal treatment for all must be 
attained. Make America kind again.”

Ryan McPeak- “I 
didn’t really get into 
the presidential race 
as I didn’t have the 
right to vote and I 
don’t think it would 
honestly have 
an effect on my 
everyday life.”

Robby 
Goudreau- 
“For the 
election it 
really doesn’t 
matter to me 
who wins, 
it’s more of 
just having 
trust in who wins that they will do 
what’s best for the country.”

Mia Bauzyk- “I think Joe Biden 
will do great things for our 
country while keeping people’s 
safety during this difficult time 

prioritized.”

Sara Lind- “I 
don’t like either 
candidate 
because I’m more 
left wing than 
either of them. 
However, Biden 
is 1000x better 
than Trump and 
him not conceding to the election 
results proves that.”

Ryan Marchetti- “I don’t 
pay much attention 
to politics so I 
don’t care about the 
election as much 
as others. I think 
the results of the 
election were very 
predictable.”

What issues are important to you?

7.1% Climate Change

22.9% The Economy

44.3% COVID-19

14.3% Health Care

4.3% Gun Control

1.4% Education

Survey Results, November 10, 2020
Katie Jahnz
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faculty fast talk By Grace Miguel

Mr. Michael Orsini’personality always shines through.   Photo by Sara McGinness

Just One Question 
              By Katie Jahnz

by Charlotte Fellingham
Lion’s Roar Staff
   During quarantine, we dreamed of finally being 
able to go out and dress to impress. After hours of 
scrolling through Pinterest, looking at celebs’ old 
Instagram pictures, and going broke  from online 
shopping, everyone is stepping up their outfit 
game. 
     The current fashion trends, however, should be 
less costly than normal.  Shoppers are looking for 
vintage and secondhand clothing. This fall, it’s all 
about mixing and matching different colors and 
patterns, layering, accessorizing, and wearing a 
facial mask that ties the outfit together.
     The most popular new looks are mostly 
inspired by the 90’ and early 2000s, such as big 
pants, big shirts, curtain bangs, cropped shirts, 
denim on denim, collared shirts with sweaters, 
tennis skirts, jaw clips, Converse, and plaid. 
The trend has completely changed from a more 
simplistic look to an experimental, mix and match 
look.
     Quarantine has also inspired a new classy, 
but cozy look. Sweaters and cardigans are being 
paired with joggers and wide leg pants for a more 
“put together” look. In this cozy but classy look, 
people can be comfortable but also presentable, 
while working from home. 
     LHS junior Hana Hui never fails to express herself and create masterpieces with her outfits. 
     “I get a lot of my outfit inspiration off of social media, like TikTok and Pinterest,” she said. 
“Quarantine affected my style so much. Pre-quarantine I wanted to kinda fit in and my goal was to 
wear outfits that other people would like too. Now, I wear what I want.”
     Hana’s choices run the gamut, from colorful and unique to hipster and edgy.  “Clothing is the 
biggest way I can express myself,” she said, “and I’m really happy that I can feel confident and 
not care what other people think. Everybody should wear what they want to and feel like the 
coolest person ever without other people pointing and laughing at them because of the way they 
dress.”
    Popular stores that help students remain current are Zara, H&M, Shein, PacSun, and Target. 
While fashion has long been an art designed for self expression, it also makes the wearer feel 
confident. 

1. Favorite thing about being a gym 
teacher: 

Being able to meet so many kids at LHS.
2. Who do you admire the most?
     My father-in-law.
3. Favorite word in Italian: 
     Chooch.
4. Best month of the year: 
     July.
5. Favorite sports team?
     New England Patriots.
6. If you could live anywhere, where would 
it be? 
     Maiori, Italy.
7. Dream car: 
     ‘69 Mustang Convertible. 
8. If you could 
change your 
first name, 
what would 
you change it 
to? 
     Rico. 
9. Favorite ice cream flavor? 
     Apple Pie from Scoops Ice Cream. 
10. What is one word that best describes 
you? 
     “GO!”
11. Favorite joke:
     Asking a kid with a muscle shirt if he 
is going to the veterinarian because his 
“pythons” look siiiiiiiick.
12. What celebrity annoys you most?
     LeBron James and Jimmy Kimmel.
13. Life long dream: 
     To become a famous martial artist.
14. On a scale of 1-10 how “cool” are you? 
     Wicked 7.
15.  What store do you shop at the most? 
     Home Depot.... lol. 
16. What 2 things would you bring if you 
were stranded on a deserted island? 
     Fishing Set-Up and an Axe.
17. Favorite childhood book: 
     Hatchet. 
18. Favorite US president: 
     Ronald Reagan. 
19. Least favorite fashion trend: 
     Skinny jeans on guys. 
20. Proudest accomplishment: 

     My family. 
21. Favorite song: 
     “What I Got”- Sublime.
22. What was the worst haircut you ever 
had? 
      A flattop with 3 lines on the side of my 
head and a braided tail in middle school. 
23. Fruits or veggies? 
Fruits.
24. Biggest pet peeve:
     Cutting the line or parking in handicapped 
spot.
25. What is success? 
     Accomplishing one’s goals. 
26. One word to describe 2020: 
     Dumpster Fire. (I know, it’s two.) lol. 

27. Least 
favorite 
household 
chore: 
     Snaking the 
toilet.

28. What motivates you? 
     Hope! 
29. Favorite hobby: 
     Fishing. 
30. If you could be any animal, what would 
it be? 
     A grizzly bear. 
31. What color is your toothbrush? 
     Light blue. 
32. Favorite exercise: 
     PUSH UPS!!!!!
33. First celebrity crush: 
     Paula Abdul. 
34. Biggest weakness?
     Chocolate. 
35. Favorite thing about yourself? 
     I love helping people!
36. How do you manage stress? 
     I punch things at the dojo I own! 
37. What is something you’re tired of? 
     SOCIAL MEDIA!!!!
38. Something you can’t do:
     Draw well. 
39. What is the most important life lesson 
you’ve learned? 
     The people you love most will eventually 
be taken from you, so enjoy them and tell them 
how much you love them----daily!

Mr. Michael Orsini
Physical Education

How will you celebrate?
Thanksgiving Day for students and their families 

may change during this pandemic

Self expression and style
after quarantine

Brooke Abney:  “This year for 
Thanksgiving I am just staying 
home with my family and having 
my aunt and grandma over as 
well.”

Alyssa Spazziano: “I am 
staying home with just the 
people I live with.”

Lydia Magliocco: “Usually 
my dad’s side of the family 
comes over and eats with us, 
but since all of them are high 
risk for COVID-19, this year 
it’s just going to be my direct 
family eating together.”

Tyler White: “We’re 
going to do the same thing 
as always. It is not a big 
dinner, it is only ten of 
us. We are all going to 
get together at someone’s 
house, eat, and watch 
football.”

Benjamin Martins:  “We will 
probably have Thanksgiving at 
my home instead of going to 
New Jersey [like I usually do]. 
We will prepare the food the 
night before, and spend time 
making homemade meals and 
desserts.”

Hana Hui. Photo by Charlotte Fellingham

The good news is, there’s 

MORE
www.lincolnlionsroar.com

* Updated Weekly * Stories about You *

Nathaniel Allen,
below: “Normally
we would go to
Cape Cod and see
my grandpa. Due to
COVID-19, my family 
and
I will just be staying
home this year.”
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sports

by Will Denio
Lion’s Roar Staff
    Could your favorite college sports video 
game be returning to the shelves? Will your 
favorite collegiate athletes be compensated 
for their hard work? Or maybe you will see a 
signature shoe being worn on the court? It is 
a very real possibility that all of this may be 
happening in the near future.
     Any college athlete you’ll ever meet has a 
story about hard work. Countless hours spent 
in the gym, or on the field, all go towards the 
main goal of perfecting their craft. Many peo-
ple have heard of “the grind”, and for college 
athletes it's a reality. 
     There are only so many hours in a day 
and for student athletes these hours are split 
between three things. School, sleep and sports. 
They have very little free time, and when they 
do have it they are exhausted and work is the 
last thing they want to do. 
     Almost all college students, (regardless if 
they are athletes) are broke. The difference 
between a typical student and an athlete is that 
the student can pick up small gigs like tutoring 

by Will Denio
Lions Roar Staff
    On September 11 of this year, the Rhode 
Island State Government announced its plans 
for phase III youth, adult and school sports. 
After an interesting start to the fall seasons, 
winter athletes are wondering what’s next. 
     Just recently, the RIIL announced that 
the start date for winter sports is moving 
from November 30 to December 11.  As of 
this writing, it is expected that basketball, 
swimming, hockey, indoor track and 
gymnastics will be allowed to compete, if the 
season launches.  Wrestlers and competitive 
cheerleaders will only be allowed to practice.
     The Governor has deemed certain sports 
safe and some unsafe. There are three 

and part-time jobs but being an athlete makes 
these jobs a lot harder. Therefore without any 
source of income life can be pretty stressful. 
     In the past, the NCAA has been very strict 
about players' image and the use of their 
likeness. Video games like NCAA Football 
and NCAA Basketball were discontinued 
after a lawsuit against the NCAA, CLC, and 
EA Sports (the developers and creators of the 
game). Players were not allowed to receive any 
sort of compensation in the use of their image. 
     Over the course of this past year, the NCAA 
has been working on improving the reality of 
making this happen. College athletes will soon 
be able to gain money from their fame and 
hard work. 
     College athletes aren’t the only people 
that will benefit from this new rule. Coaches 
and perspective athletes will also benefit. For 
coaches, they will have more tools for recruit-
ment. As for high school athletes, if you are 
talented enough to play division one sports in 
college, this new rule is a very nice added bo-
nus. Overall, this idea has been speculated for 
a while and it seems that it is finally a reality. 

categories that each have regulations that vary 
based on the amount of contact and significant 
protective barriers used during a game.
     The first category is labeled as the higher 
risk categories. Sports in this category are 
wrestling, football, boys/men’s lacrosse, 
competitive cheer, and dance. These 
sports initially were deemed ineligible for  
competition or practices. 
     The next category addresses basketball, 
volleyball, baseball, softball, soccer, water 
polo, gymnastics (if equipment can’t be 
sufficiently cleaned between competitors), 
ice hockey, field hockey, tennis, swimming 
relays, pole vault, high jump, long jump, girls/
women’s lacrosse, crew with two or more 

by Savanna Atstupenas
Lion’s Roar Staff Writer

When I started fencing it was a big leap 
from any of the other sports I did which were 
all girl sports. As when I started 
fencing I was the only girl in my 
group and there were about 6 boys 
at the beginning who joined the 
group more slowly. Fencing was 
something that I had wanted to do 
for a while, I had done a little at 
Moses Brown before just to figure out if I liked 
it.  I found that I loved it. 

During my first couple of classes I found 

that the guys were, for the most part, already 
friends with each other and I stood out because 
I was the only girl and the newbie. 

I also didn’t really connect with my coach; 

he was on the older side and had a very thick 
Russian accent. He couldn’t figure out how to 
truly teach me because I am a lefty and he was 

spoke to my family about wanting a fence my 
aunt and grandmother instantly supported me 
but my mother wasn’t as fond of the idea. She 
believed fencing to be too boyish and I should 
be doing a more feminine sport. I for one had 
a very low self-esteem and started to doubt my 
abilities to do this sport and when my mother 
spoke of her concerns I grew even less confi-
dent but more resilient to prove her wrong.

I learn how to work on my skills but also 
keep to myself during practice and how to 
not interfere with others. When people hear 
fencing they often think of sword fighting but 
it’s so much more than that there is so much 
strategy behind it.  It doesn’t matter what you 
look like or if you have any injuries as long as 
you focus and keep calm. 

People also seem to believe that we don’t 
get bruises or cuts during fencing because of 
our gear. This is incredibly false. 

I have ended up with bruises that cover the 
entirety of my body no matter the gear I have 
on. Now getting cuts with a fencing sword is a 
little rarer but it still happens if enough force is 
put into it. 

Being a fencer doesn’t mean just showing 
up and expecting to know and understand ev-
erything right away, it takes a ton of time and 
trial and error to get even the simple moves 
right.

I have an advantage that most people don’t 
have and that’s being a lefty because most of 
the people at the club are right handed and they 
aren’t used to fencing lefties while I am used 
to fencing righties. Fencing changed me in 
both physical and mental ways, I became a lot 
stronger in both upper and lower body and can 
hold my own when need be. 

I also grew more confident and sure of 
myself because I knew that even if people 
looked down on me for something I know that 
I am smart and strong, something most people 
refuse to believe. 

Fencing along with some of the people in 
my classes when I became more advanced 
definitely helped me realize my worth.  

a righty. He would just say do everything I am 
doing, but do it in reverse. It was very difficult 
learning how to do it in reverse when I was 
learning it for the first time. 

But there were experi-
ences that saw me through 
this.  One of the good 
things that I could and can 
do is I am very flexible and 
light on my feet I also have 
a very long reach. Being 

in a boys class and trying to figure out if I 
belonged in it was difficult and made me doubt 
myself and if I was in the right spot. When I 

Savanna uses her left-handedness to her advantage.  Photo provided by S. Atstupenas

 

‘People also seem to believe that we don’t get 
bruises or cuts during fencing because of our gear. 

This is incredibly false.’

How fencing made me stronger, inside and out

Do we have a shot at winter sports?

Resistance to providing monetary rewards to college athletes is starting to wane. Photo:  
UCLA-USC rivalry, 2008, Creative Commons.  

Is it pay day for NCAA athletes?

Please turn to WINTER SPORTS, page 10

Winter sports hang in the balance as COVID-19 concerns stall decisions.  (Lincoln Athletics 
promotional masks are available for purchase.) Original photo: Creative Commons
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rowers in shell, and 7 on 7 football. This group 
of sports are approved for play because they 
involve minimal contact, and are also using 
protective equipment to reduce the chance of 
the spread of COVID-19. 
     The final category is deemed as the 
lowest risk category. Sports in this category 
are individual running events, throwing 
events (javelin, shot put, discus), individual 
swimming, golf, weightlifting, alpine skiing, 
sideline cheer, single sculling, and cross 
country running (with staggered starts).
     The lower and moderate risk sports have 
been cleared for competition and practice 
within COVID-19-safe regulations. 
     Regulations are put in place in order to 
protect student-athletes from the spread 
of COVID-19. In order for these sports to 
properly function while staying safe, athletes 
and coaches must modify play and practice as 
much as possible to keep players spaced six 
feet apart for most of a game or practice. 
     Other guidelines that must be followed 
include, staggering team arrival and drop off, 
thoroughly cleaning playing surfaces and 
equipment, conducting outdoor sports when 
possible, shortening practice times, eliminating 
or reducing the sharing of equipment as well 
as using other protective equipment when 
possible. 
     Fall sports are nearing their final 
conclusions.  And though it is a well known 
fact that sporting events will look different this 
year, it is important to understand the rules and 
regulations that were put in place in order to 
protect student-athletes. 

By Emily Harrison 
Lion’s Roar Staff

Many crazy things have happened over 
the course of 2020, and while nearing the 
end of a milestone year in the books, one of 
the more brighter spots throughout this year 
has happened on November 13th.  November 
13th marks another (more positive) day in 
history for 2020 as Kim Ng (pronounced 
Ang) becomes the first female and East Asian 
American general manager in Major League 
Baseball.

Major League Baseball limited their season 
to just sixty games while putting in place other 
coronavirus regulations such as limiting fans 
allowed in ballparks and social distancing and 
masks in the dugout and some on the field.  
Despite the tireless efforts of the league, over 
forty games were postponed due to COVID-19 
outbreaks in several teams including the 
Marlins at just the halfway point of the season.  

The Miami Marlins were led by their 
manager Don Mattingly this past season 
after what turned out to be a chaotic and 

surprisingly successful turnout for the Marlins.  
Their success was led by weapons like young 
players like Sixto Sánchez, Sanda Alcantara 
and Brian Anderson.  The team went 31-29 and 
just barely made the playoffs for the first time 
since 2003, but lost to the Atlanta Braves in the 
second round.          

The month of November seems to be the 
month that women have taken control of.  Not 
only did Kim Ng make history in the world of 
sports, but Kamala Harris also made history by 
becoming the first female of color and female 

Vice President of the United States.  Both 
of these women and so many more are role 
models and inspirations to anyone seeking 
changes in the world.  Women are starting to 
break all sorts of barriers and it isn’t going to 
stop anytime soon.

At 51, Kim Ng has thirty years of combined 
experience in MLB relations with the White 
Sox, Yankees, and Dodgers, and has now 
landed herself a well-deserved job in the 
Miami Marlins’ front office.  She interviewed 
for some managerial positions with numerous 
teams in the early 2000’s, but her name 
continued to be at the top of the list to be the 
first female general manager in the MLB and 
that list was correct.  

Not only did she become the first female 
and East Asian American female to become a 
general manager in Major League Baseball, but 
Ng was the youngest assistant general manager 
at 29 for the New York Yankees.  Prior to her 
new job as the Marlin’s general manager, she 
served nine years as the Senior Vice President 
of Baseball Operations, deeming Ng the 
highest Asian American female executive in 
Major League Baseball.  She’s broken several 
barriers already, so why not one more?

 Ng’s hard work, persistence, and 
experience proves that she belongs in baseball 
operations, and many can’t find a reason to 
disagree.  Rob Manfred, the commissioner 
of Major League Baseball spoke about Ng’s 
hiring, “Kim’s appointment makes history in 
all of professional sports and sets a significant 
example for the millions of women and girls 
who love baseball and softball. Hopefully, 
Kim Ng’s breakthrough in Major League 
Baseball can be an inspiration to other women 
especially the females who share a similar 
passion to the sport as Kim Ng does.

 Women like Kim Ng and Kamala Harris 
have been proving themselves in positions 
that have traditionally been filled by men, 
empowering women of the world to step up 
and take pride for themselves and what they 
believe in.  

The Miami Marlins took a big step forward 
by breaking all rules and expectations on 
November 13, 2020.  By placing their faith in 
Ng and all women they have forever changed 
the kind impact females can have on the game 
of baseball.  

Kim Ng breaks through glass ceiling as 
MLB’s first female, and East Asian, GM

Photo:  Miami Marlins

Winter sports
From page 9

Kim Ng began her career as an intern with the Chicago White Sox.  She is the first woman to serve as general manager of a team in the 
Big Four leagues in North America and the first person of East Asian descent to serve as general manager of an MLB team. 

By Grace Miguel 
Lion’s Roar Staff
     As the LHS field hockey team 
advances to the semifinals due to 
their recent win against Pilgrim 
on November 9, their success 
can be attributed to more than 
just technical skill. Led by 
Coach Lea Miguel, the team 
has a bond stronger than most. 
A small team with only three 
seniors doubling as captains, the 
players resemble a family. 
     Over the past three years as 
the team has become more close 
knit, they have also seen more 
success. With semifinal appear-
ances for the past two years, the field hockey 
team has shown exponential growth since their 
2017 season which consisted of no wins. 
     In all sports, having a team that trusts each 
other and gets along well is crucial to success. 
The eradication of arrogance and cliques on the 
team has resulted in a family atmosphere that 
breeds stong players and positive connections 
between them. 
     The team does activities that build relation-
ships among the older and younger players, 
such as “Big Sister Little Sister.” This is when 
an upperclassman buys a gift for a underclass-
man before each game, and vice versa. The 
upperclassman knows who they’re buying the 
gifts for, but the younger player doesn’t know 
which upperclassman is giving them their gift. 
At the end of the season, it is revealed to the 
underclassmen who their “Big Sister” was, and 

a final gift is given. 
     Small things like this, while seemingly 
unimportant, can help to foster an environ-
ment of inclusiveness. The field hockey team 
also transitioned from having varsity and JV 
practice separate to practicing all together as 
a team when Lea Miguel became the head 
coach. Being all together forms stronger bonds 
between the players whether they are varsity 
or JV, while also giving the underclassmen a 
chance to get time in the varsity game. 
     Coach Miguel elaborated on this saying, 
“This year our dedicated seniors/captains have 
done a great job bringing fun, intensity and 
inclusivity to the team. They’ve set the tone 
that no matter what grade or skill level, every 
player is valued and encouraged to do their 

Short But Sweet

Lions Field Hockey’s Great Season

The 2020-2021 Field Hockey Team.  Photo by Coach Miguel

Please turn to FIELD HOCKEY, next pageInfographic by Charlotte Fellingham
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by Catherine Hien
Lion’s Roar Staff
     The beginning of what feels like an endless week always used to begin with Virtual Mondays 
at Lincoln High School. For those of you who are unfamiliar with Virtual Mondays, you probably 
do not attend LHS, or you just skip all your classes. Virtual Mondays is strictly an online day 
during which each class meets for 30 minutes. The school had organized 10 minutes in between 
the classes, which goes at hyperspeed. Even though new material is only given from 7:30 am to 
12:00 pm, the length of the day feels like an eternity. 
     With the 2020-2021 school year, due to obvious circumstances, it was undoubtedly difficult to 
organize how school would be conducted. Virtual Mondays were crafted to allow a deep cleaning 
to the school while everyone is home. Although LHS students are permitted to chill at home, 
teachers are recommended to teach from their classrooms. 
     Recently, Virtual Mondays were put into a premature grave for all hybrid students. Now, there 
will be “Red” (A-K hybrid students) and “Blue” (L-Z hybrid students) Weeks that will switch 
off bi-weekly. Every class period will no longer meet every Monday. For Red weeks, Monday’s 
schedule will be A-C-D-F and will allow the A-K hybrid students to attend school in real life. For 
Blue weeks, Monday’s schedule will be B-LB-E and G and will allow hybrid students to meet in 
person. As confusing as this sounds, there is definitely an organized system. 
     Teachers appreciated Virtual Mondays because it allowed them to see all of their students in 
one place. Even though meetings were on a screen, the organization is less complex and lets the 
teachers focus on all students. Now, teachers will not be able to see their whole class in one piece. 
The death of Virtual Mondays does not allow the teachers at LHS to see their class altogether. 
     The student’s perspective takes on a more pessimistic view for Virtual Mondays and were 
probably joyed when receiving Mr. Mezzonotte’s email. For the majority of the students I have 
interviewed, Virtual Mondays were a “complete waste of our time” (stated verbatim by twelve 
students). Brows raise and steam boils from their ears whenever I mention the phrase “Virtual 
Mondays.” 
     The original plan for Virtual Mondays was for the teachers to tell the students the agenda for 
the rest of the week and introduce what will be happening. This plan has certainly taken a turn. 
The fact that they are on the screens for a large amount of time for that school day adds to the 
hatred towards Mondays. Stress intensifies with the nonstop computer time. Red and Blue weeks 
will allow the opportunity for hybrid learners to seek more of an in-person time in school. 
     Although Virtual Mondays are not necessarily popular among some of the students here, I 
managed to find one person who did not mind Virtual Mondays. It is me. 
     I am the one person who liked it. I liked to be able to dead off all my school work by noon af-
ter the school day is finished. I do not know if it is just me, but my teachers treat Virtual Mondays 
as more of a distribution-day rather than a lecture. 
      To add on to my random love for Virtual Mondays, I liked being done with school at 12:00 
pm and getting to eat lunch from my own home. 
     The pros and cons for Virtual Mondays are certainly there. Some pros for this day is the fact 
that the class periods are noticeably shortened and some cons for this day are the intense learning 
and distribution. 
     The new Red and Blue weeks that will now be taking place at Lincoln High School will have 
its negative and positive impacts on the school year. This sudden change will begin the week of 
October 26, 2020. In the long run, we recognize that we are fortunate to even have a school year 
this year and as a community, we are very grateful for this. 

One of us is sad about 
Virtual Mondays

Photo illustration by Grace Miguel

best.”
     It is important to Coach Miguel to have 
an environment that promotes maximum 
effort and dedication rather than one based on 
seniority. Freshman always get the opportunity 
to play varsity if they are skilled and show that 
they are working hard. This not only motivates 
the underclassmen to do well, but also the up-
perclassmen because they know that they still 
have to work for their spot on varsity. 
     When learning new skills, it can be discour-
aging at first. It is important to be encourag-
ing towards yourself and others in order to 
grow. “In learning another language, there is 
something called the “affective filter.” This is 
the degree to which “Negative feelings such 
as lack of motivation, lack of self-confidence 
and learning anxiety act as filters that hinder 
and obstruct language learning”(colorincolo-
rado.org). I truly think that theory transfers to 
athletics as well. If kids feel negative or don’t 
believe they can achieve goals like executing 
a new skill in a game, they are less likely to 

Field Hockey
From page 10

by Charlie Gay
Lions Roar Staff
     There have been many students who have taken 
on the hybrid plan, but no one has asked yet, what 
about the virtual students? If some people want to 
go full virtual they should know. Here are the top  
benefits and misfortunes of being fully virtual.
     Upside: Online access to helpful resources. 
Being fully virtual may limit stuff like hanging with 
friends and not always getting to ask questions and 
getting an instant response but thankfully there is 
email, internet to help you out! There are stuff like 
khan academy with its videos.
     Downside: Journalism class just got harder. 
Learning from home sometimes means people don’t 
get the info on what’s going on inside the building 
and as such, they may have harder time being able to 
write on something, thankfully there are top fives and 
tens or this class would be completely impossible.
     Upside: Shorter days. You can just go down-
stairs, into the kitchen when you’re done with 
school, instead of being crammed into a school bus. 
Also, you can just get homework done instead of 
stressing about it or forgetting it.
     Downside: Social contact just got limited. Yep, 
talking with friends at school is limited, texting, 
email is the way here. 
     Another benefit: Sleep in! Yep, for those who 
aren’t getting much sleep, rejoice! Fully virtual kids 
can have a lie in until  school starts(well, around that 
time). 

The Ups and Downs of Full Time 
Virtual Learning

Charlie Gay, whose window to the 2020-
2021 school year is on his laptop, says there 
there are pros and cons to working full time 
from home. Photo by Kendra Gay

Reality
From page 5

bring him to exactly 270, the number needed to 
win. But if Trump won Nevada, he would hold 
274 votes and win the election. It was down to 
Nevada to decide the fate of this election.

But miraculously on November 6th, 2020, 
Georgia and Pennsylvania, both key battle-
ground and swing states, had turned blue. With 
16 electoral votes for Georgia and 20 for Penn-
sylvania, if Biden won either state, he would 
win the election. It was down to the wire. 

After four days of waiting, finally, the 
results were in. On November 7th, 2020, at 
almost 12 AM EST, Joe Biden managed to win 
Pennsylvania by 46,256 votes, bringing him 
to a total of 284 electoral votes. Joe Biden had 
become the 46th President of the United States. 
Shortly after Nevada claimed Biden as the win-
ner also, giving him six more electoral votes. 
Many were shocked that Pennsylvania would 
turn blue and be the deciding factor in this 

puzzle-filled track through a futuristic city. 
The addition of VR in this game I feel really 
improved the overall experience and I really 
enjoyed myself and found the game really cute, 
so I decided to keep it in my mind. 
    Next I tried out Job Simulator, where unlike 
the other games which only needed the classic 
remote, used the two stick controllers from 
before, and I have to say I really liked this 
game. It is set as a simulation of what robots 
in the near future would think human office 
jobs to be like. The hand controls make doing 
the tasks really fun, and because it gives you 
mostly free reign of what you wanted to do, I 
started throwing staplers at my robot cubicle 
neighbors, much to their dismay. Also, the 
storyline allows for really odd, funny dialogue 
and I replayed this demo multiple times to try 
and explore as many features as I could.

   However, the game I ended up picking to 
buy was a game called Moss, which visually I 
think is the most stunning out of all the games 
I had tried. It starts in a cathedral-looking 
school or something, which in itself is really 
gorgeous. Then you use your remote to open a 
thick book, and a voice starts relaying the story 
to you, making you having to turn the pages to 
see the accompanying pictures every once in a 
while. You learn that you are the ‘reader’ and 
you have to help a small mouse named Quill, 
who is the chosen ‘champion’ of the forest, 
who is looking for her grandfather, who left to 
resolve something after learning about Quill’s 
champion status. Quill herself is so adorable, 
and reminds me of the beginning of the movie 
Despereaux, where it shows Despereaux as a 
baby. The world is gorgeous and really whim-

sical, and kind of makes it feel like you are in 
a Pixar movie. I also really appreciate how the 
player can interact with Quill, and how they 
can do things like wave with their controller 
and give her a high-five, because it really 
drives an attachment to her and makes the ex-
perience feel more immersive. The gameplay is 
also nice, and it made out of specific puzzles in 
each room, having them vary in difficulty. Not 
only do they help show off the sensationally 
beautiful background, but they also offer a sort 
of brain teaser for each room and have you 
use different mechanics to solve. I also really 
appreciated how after you do a really difficult 
puzzle, it gives you a much easier room to 
create a nice balance, and how they each teach 
you new skills over time. Everything about this 
game is amazing, and the VR definitely gives 
it a really nice atmosphere, and it is definitely 
one of, if not the game I enjoyed the most. 

  After hours of playing with the VR headset, 
I can confidently say that it is a truly unique 
experience and something I really enjoyed. 
One of the things I appreciate most about video 
games is their special ability to transport you 
to a world where you are a completely different 
person in a unique environment. The addition 
of VR literally transports you, and makes the 
whole thing even more fun. The addition of its 
unique controls and such make the gameplay 
exciting in a way hard to replicate in a normal 
game. Despite all this, the games I tried out 
were especially good at what they were and 
would make a great experience even without 
the headset, and I recommend them all. This 
headset especially was really well built for full 
immersion, and surprisingly comfortable for 
its size. I really look forward to playing more 
VR games and it definitely is a perfect fit for 
someone stuck at home.

election, seeing that Republican Donald Trump 
had previously won this state’s electoral votes 
during the 2016 election. As of now, ballots are 
still being counted in North Carolina, Georgia, 
and Alaska, but with Biden holding 290 votes 
and Trump still behind with 214 votes, this win 
can be rightfully handed to Biden and Harris. 

November 7, 2020 was a day of victory 
for most of America. Millions of Americans, 
young and old, paraded the streets rejoicing, 
singing, dancing, cheering, and celebrating 
Biden’s win. Even other countries around the 
world joined along, peacefully marching the 
streets in celebration. Joe Biden had become 
the 46th President of the United States. Beside 
him, Kamala Harris had become the first 
female, person of color, Indian American, and 
black Vice President in the history of America. 
With the most voter turnout in any presidential 
election, and the most impact on all gener-
ations in America, and countries across the 
world, this election will, without question, go 
down in history. 

Anticipation
From page 2 attempt those new skills. But, with encour-

agement of teammates to try, reminders from 
coaches that making mistakes is okay, and 
trust that the team environment will continue 
to support them no matter what happens - they 
are more likely to learn the language of sport! 
Hearing players cheer each other on motivates 
me to do the same. It’s a ripple effect,” said 
Miguel. 
     The fun and motivational spirit that the field 
hockey team has leads to friendships that con-
tinue over the years. Bonds created between 
upperclassmen and underclassmen stay strong 
even throughout the school year once the sea-
son has ended. Before the pandemic, the team 
would often visit alumni who went on to play 
field hockey in college and watch their games. 
Players that graduate frequently attend the field 
hockey team’s games and the girls are always 
happy to see them again.    
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